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Suphanna Kaewphet. (2007). The Behaviours of Phra Devadhat in Atthakhatha
Jatakas : An Analytical Study. Master’s Project, M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok:
Graduate School of Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Assistant
Professor Chuanpis Ittarat.

The objectives of this research were to study Phra Devadhat’s behaviours
in terms of causes and effects that they cast upon the Bodhisattva’s Perfection
practices in Atthakhatha jatakas or commentary jatakas.

According to the research, out of 547 Atthakhatha jatakas, seventy-eight
jatakas showed Phra Devadhat’s cyclic rebirth in the same Lord Buddha’s lives.
During these times, Phra Devadhat had been spending his existences in the cycle
of rebirth in eleven sensuous planes, most of which he was born in human realm.
Phra Devadhat’s state of existence in each life also cast some influences toward
his own behaviours. That is, the higher plane or the higher social status he was
born, the more severely he chose to commit evil deeds. In terms of behaviours,
Phra Devadhat tended to exhibit unacceptable behaviours resulted from the three
roots of evil: greed, hatred and delusion. Phra Devadhat’s sinister behaviours can
be typically listed into twenty-three different acts: lack of cautiousness,
vengeance, immoral use of wisdom, ungratefulness, lying, dishonesty to duty,
being immoral monks, disguising as monks, wrong livelihood, physically harming
people’s bodies and lives, holding grudges, heedlessness, strict adherance to rules
and rituals ,sexual misconduct, jealousy, conceitedness, competing rivalry, being
negative role model to others, lack of appropriateness, having prejudices, having
false view ,committing suicide and being immoral leaders. Of all these sinister
behaviors, Phra Devadhat had committed the act of harming people’s bodies and
lives most. Many sinister acts of his subsequently led to more evil behaviours.

The results of karma that Phra Devadhat had obtained through his sinister
behaviours were shown in only fifty-nine Atthakhatha jatakas. They can also be
divided in eleven karmic types: the loss of life, physical torment, the loss of
organs, being the subject of threats, being blamed or embarrassed, the loss of
property, the loss of titles or profession, being banished, being the subject of
disgust, being a leprous hungry ghost, and disasters among family and friends.
The rest of the nineteen Atthakhatha jatakas did not mention his results of karma
but they were far from disappearing altogether. Rather, the cumulative karmic
results led Phra Devadhat to become a person who remained having false view and
lacking wisdom until the advent of the Buddha.

According to Phra Devadhat’s behaviours in all seventy-eight jatakas, only
those in fifty-one jatakas had cast direct and indirect consequences upon the
Bodhisattva’s Ten Perfection practices. Phra Devadhat’s behaviors had sabotaged
the Bodhisattva’s nine perfection practices: charity (Dana), morality (Sala),
renunciation (Nekkhamma), wisdom (Panna), perseverance (Viriya), patience
(Khanti), determination (Adhininhana), loving-kindness (Metta) and equanimity
(Upekkha); leaving only the practice of truthfulness (Sacca) untouched.

Despite his sinister acts and the damaging effects, Phra Devadhat’s evil
behaviours also played a part in promoting the Bodhisattva’s outstanding
Perfection practices on his path to Buddhahood.
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