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The purposes of this study were to evaluate, arrange, and compare
a readability of Mattayom Suksa four's prescribed English external reading
books. Four components of readability-~the content, the vocabulary and
structure, the presentation and the format were examined. The finding
was intended to be used as means for appropriate external reading book
selection.

Regarding the procedures of this study, the readability components
of appropriate books for children and adolescents werc studied. Tentative
criteria were set up and then checked by experts on English teaching
and library science. Later the guestionaire was prepared for teachers
and students to evaluate,

The subjects in this study were 164 English teachers teaching in
Mattayom Suksa four and 1,440 students of the same level in 48 government
schools in Bangkok.

Statistic Mean and-t-test were used for data analysis.

The £indings collected from the teachers' guestionaire were as follows:

1. Fourteen books were evaluated by morc than ten teachers.

2, Only five ﬁooks had a high readability mean and the rest
had a readability mean at a moderate level.

3. A content readability mean of two books was at a high level,
and that of the cthers was at a moderate level.

4, & vocabulary and structure readability mean of three books

was at a high level, and that of the others was at a moderate level.



5. n presentation readability mean of seven books.was at a
high level, and that of the others was at a moderate level.
6. A format and publishing readability mean of cight books
was at a high level, and that of the others was at a moderates level.
The findings from the students' quastionaire were as foilows:
1. Seventeen books were cvaluated by more than teﬁ students.
2, Five books had a high readability mean and the rest had a
readability mean at a moderate level.
3., A content readability mean of sixlbobks was at a high level,
and that of the others was at a moderate level.
4. A vocabulary and structure ieadability mean of one book
was at a high level, and that of the others was at a moderate level.
5, A presentation readability mean of seven books was at a
high level, and that of the others was at a moderate level.
6. A format and publishing readability mean of eloven books
was at 2 high level, énd that of the others was at a moderatg level.
However, when a readability mean of each book evaluated by teachers
and by students was compared, the result was that a recadability mean

was not different.
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