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Chatchai Manitayakul. (2007). Way of life of the Undertakers in Bangkok
Metropolitan. Master thesis. M.A. (Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School.
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assoc. Prof. Phaiboon

Duangchan, Mr.Pattaya Jitmetta.

This is research aims to study the way of life, roles and ritual procedures of
undertakers in Bangkok Metropolitan. Descriptive analysis together with qualitative
research, by mean of interviewing with eight undertakers from five temples around
Bangkok Metropolitan, were used to finalize the conclusion.

It is found that various aspects of the way of life of undertakers are:
1.The ratio of undertakers' homeland from upcountry (mostly central plain) is
equivalent to those of Bangkok Metropolitan living closed to their working
temple. 2.They mostly finished primary education. 3.Living closed to the temple
and being persuaded are the main inspiration of entering the profession.
4.Almost all have a family. 5.All live in the provided houses in the temple.
6.Their earning is around baht 4,000-6,000 monthly. 7.Extra earning comes from
catering ritual services for the deceased.

It is also found that there are fifteen ritual procedures performed by
undertakers in Bangkok Metropolitan which are: 1.bathing, 2.dressing, 3.hand-
pouring ceremony, 4.tying (mud tra sang), 5.placing in the coffin (berk long), 6.disposition
the coffin, 7.Buddhist chanting ceremony, 8.placing food for the dead, 9.throwing
coins for merits, 10.washing the face with coconut water, 11.ordination ceremony
(buad na fai), 12.cremating, 13.sorting the ash into human form and 14.collecting the
ash.

Services provided by undertakers in Bangkok Metropolitanian general are:
bathing, dressing, disposition the coffin, cremating, sorting the ash into human
form and collecting the ash. Some religious rites for instance hand-pouring
ceremony, Buddhist chanting ceremony, placing food for the dead and ordination
(buad na fai) are performed by Buddhist monks or host relatives. It is remarkable

that some undertakers omit certain ritual processes such as tying (mud tra sang),



placing in the coffin (berk long), throwing coins for merit, and washing the face

with coconut water.
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