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(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intrarasunanon, Assoc. Prof. Dr.

Manop Wisuttipat.

This research was a study of music in Khon playing and Khane (reed mouth
organ) dancing cultures of Thai Song Dam, Amphoe Tha Tako, Changwat Nakhon
Sawan. Its objectives were to study the processes of Khon playing and Khane dancing,
and study folk song melodies and songs used in Khaen dancing. The study used field
data collection as the principal source supported by document data. The study results
were as follow.

1. The Khon play and Khane dance is the culture that opens opportunity for
adolescents living in different villages to meet and get used to each other. It might be
called a kind of seeking a mate. It is generally played around the 5th or 6th month of
the year. The play methods are of 2 types: one-day simple play and many-day
continuous play moving to different villages. The play consists of 2 steps: Khon play and
Khane dance. The play equipment consists of Khon colleagues dressed in Song Dam
native dress.

2. The songs and folk songs were in Thai Dam or Song language. The
characteristics of the song verses were word rhymes sung continuously while the folk
songs or Serng songs had phrase arrangements in Klon Supharp style. The word
rhymes had 2 characteristics: internal rhymes within phrases and rhymes between
phrases. The songs were periodically sung; each period did not have fixed verses. The
content of songs were sarcasm between male and female, meetings in Khon Playing
and Khane Dancing festival, selecting partners for marriage, way of life, and earning a
living.

3. Serng songs melodies applied 4 sound groups in running the melodies.
The moving direction of the melodies used alternate high/low sound according to tonal

levels of the lyrics and language tones. The rhythm patterns would change according to



the numbers of words sung in individual measures. The characteristics of the rhythms
were speedy at the ends.

4. Khaen Melodies. The characteristic of the scores was that of one part song
played in loop without fixed playing form. Notes in scale Do, scale Fa, and scale Sol
were used in playing the melodies. The forms of rhythm applied alternations of new and
traditional forms. The direction of melodies were lining sound and crossing sound,

alternate high/low sound like serration.
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