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Suwan Ketjan {2005). An Analysis of the Names of Temples in Phranakorn Distnct, Metropoiitan
Bangkok A Master's Project M.Ed (Thai). Bangkok: Srinakharinwirot University.

Adwvisor: Associate Professor Phaiboon Duangchan.

The research analyzed tempie names in Phranakorn Distnct in Metropolitan Bangkok
to study the background and name meaning of the temple in such area. Documents and
fleld research data which were given by local resource people were analyzed qualitatively.
The research results were presented in a descriptive manner.

The results revealed that in Phranakorn District, there were 24 temples, which were
divided into 22 Theravada Buddhist temples, one Mahayana Buddhist temple and one Sikh
temple. Each temple had a long history. Its name underwent changes after its environmental
force and historic event. There were 54 stories involving the history of the temple names.
An analysis of the stories constituted eight asptrations to name a temple. The inspirations
can be arranged from the highest to the lowest rate as the following: First, a temple was
named afler a person with his/her title. Second, it was after a holy place and/or a relic.
Third, it was called after local vegetation. Fourth, it was after a local event, legend or
folkiore. Fifth, it was after a geographical typology. Sixth, it was after a construction or
alocal landmark. Seven, it was after an occupation. Finally, it was after a geographical site.

Regarding the meaning of the name, the meaning can be classified into three types
from the highest to the least frequency as the following: The meaning was related to
a person's name and his/her title. Secondly, it was involved with a holy place and /or a relic.
Finally, it was related to an event, legend or folklore. In some cases, names included the
type and class of the temple telling if a temple was a varavihara (a divine temple),
rajavaravihara (a royal divine temple) or rajavaramahavihara (a great royal divine temple).
The inclusion of the type and class of the temple also affected the meaning of the temple

name.
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