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The purpose of this thesis is to study the trend of change
in the use of 500 words and phrases in Surat dialect that may
become archaic. The data was collected by means of interviewing
informants who are the real natives of Suratthani classified into
two age — groups : the elderly persons over 60 years of age, and
the young ones between 13 and 20. gix informants were chosen from
each of the eight amphurs of Suratthani Province, namely Muang,
phunphin, Kancanadit, Bannasan, Chaiya, Thachang, Koh-Samui and
Koh-Pha-ngan. The six informants from each amphur are 3 elderly
persons and 3 young ones. Thus, it makes the total number of 48
informants, 24 male and 24 female. One by one meaning of each
selected word or phrase was given to the informants in such a
way that they could translate the meaning into the word or phrase
that they still use in their everyday lives.

The results of this thesis, among the 3500 words and phrases,
there are various degrees of those that are still in use and those
that are rarely used or not used at all. The degrees of words and
phrases that are not commonly used are classified into 3 levels, as
follows

Level one. Words and phrases that show high tendency of
becoming archaic. 352 words and phrases belong to this catagory
and they are classified into 4 classes

Class one: 10 words and phrases are not used at all.

Class two: 202 words and phrases are not used by 89 - 99%
of the informants

Class three: 76 words and phrases are not used by 78 - B8%

of the informants



Class fcur: 64 words and phrases are not used by 67 - 77%
of the informants

Level two. 129 words and phrases that are not used by
34 — 67% of the informants. The sign of becoming archaic is not
clear.

Level three. 105 words and phrases thal are not used by
1 - 33% of the informants. It is unpredictable whether they

will become archaic or not, because the frequency of use is high.
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