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The purpose of this study is to find out whether
group dynamics is more effective in teaching gratitude than
the traditional method and at what stage of cognitive
development,

The subjects were 90 elementary school pupils in
Bangkok in the academic year 1981. These subjects were drawn
from 270 pupils in Grade 4-6 after they were tested for the
stages of cognitive development - transition to concrete
operations, concrete operations and transition to formal
operations - according to Plaget’s theory. Then 30 pupils
at each stage of cognitive development were randomly
assigned to group dynamics=-group, traditional method-group,
and control group.

Instruments for data collecting were cognitive
development tests of Piaget, tests for knowledge of gratitude
and attitude towards gratitude, and programs for teaching
by group dynanmics and traditional method.

Procedures were : 1., Pre-test for knowledge of
gratitude and attitude towards gratitude.

2. Two weeks after the pre-tests,



treatments were given for about 2 days to the appropriate
group8 snd then the three groups were given the post-tests.
3, The follow-up tests were
conducted after the treatments to determine the learning
retention after the two weeks,
Results of Analysis

1+ The group dynamics-group and the traditional
method-group have significantly increased in knowledge of
gratitude and attitude towards gratitude.

2. The group dynamics-group has significantly
more favorable attitude towards gratitude than the
traditional method-group.

3+ No significant difference in knowledge of
gratitude was found between group dynamics-group and
traditional method-group.

4, The group dynamics—-group has learning retention
in both lmowledge of gratitude and attitude towards gratitude

while the traditional method-group has no learning retention.
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