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Thanakit Jaisuda. (2013). Contemporary Silver Jewelry Design and Development based on the Identity
of Mien Hill Tribe People for increasing value: A Case Study of Ban Pa Klang Pua District, Nan
Province. A Study and Development on. Master thisis. M.F.A. (Design Innovation). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University, Advisor Committee : Assist. Prof. Dr. Ravitep

Musikapan, Dr. Koraklod Kumsook.

This research project aims to study the identity of Mien people, a northern indigenous hill tribe
people residing in the northern part of Thailand, which is presented in their artisan works of embroideries
and silver jewelry. The selected group of study consists of Mien people from Ban Pa Klang (village)
located in Pua District, Nan Province. The purposes of this research include learning the knowledge of
Mien people’s identity and how to apply the knowledge gained in creating as well as developing the
designs of contemporary silver jewelry in order to increase the value of the product. Both purposes are the
main focus of this study. By that, it means the research emphasizes on studying the reflected identity of
Mien people through their artisan works of embroideries and silver jewelry regarding the pattern of
design, raw material selection, and creativity technique. The results of study are not only applied in the
designing and developing of contemporary silver jewelry based on Mien people’s identity but also used to
evaluate customer satisfaction as well. This way the value of silver jewelry product can be increased and
new designs of silver jewelry can be developed to best suit modern day customer satisfaction. Not only
that, Mien people can also benefit from this project as well since it also helps to preserve Mien culture by
introducing products originated from their culture. The data collection methods used includes the use of
questionnaire and conducting an interview. Then, the obtained information is analyzed in order to form in-
depth knowledge of Mien people’s identity to be further used in silver jewelry product design.

The research results reveal a correlation between artisan embroideries and artisan silver jewelry
of Mien people from Ban Pa Klang Pua District, Nan Province. It can be found that both artisan products
have a common designing pattern. This suggests that both tribal artisan works of embroideries and silver
jewelry are created based on the same concept deriving from their own natural surroundings, particularly
the plants and animals. The most commonly used patterns are such as geometrical shapes and lines in both
simplified and expanded forms. Most of the designing patterns used involve the organizing of elements,
meaning that the decoration of artisan embroideries usually begins with small shapes and patterns and
then expanding into larger size whereas the decoration of in artisan silver jewelry usually begins from
small elements and then change into larger elements. By doing this, the product received have a higher

intricate quality by containing a more detailed features in terms of its designing patterns. Meanwhile, the



use of vibrant colors also helps create a more stunning piece of design. In their artisan embroidery, more
than five bright colors are used in each pattern of design. In artisan silver jewelry bright and colorful
designing patterns are used to create a stunning and exceptional product. The added colors by using
enamel technique as well as the use of vibrant colors in the entire designing patterns or in some part of the
artisan work give a more interesting and unique results.

Then, the analyzed results of the study in combination with the results and analysis of 2013/14
regarding the designing pattern of jewelry are used as a guide in creating sketch designs of contemporary
design of silver jewelry based on Mien people’s identity that also suits the customer satisfaction. The
sketch designs based on the information collected are presented to professional designers for selection of
three model sketch designs. The selected sketch designs are then be used as part of customer survey for
the selection of only one model sketch design. A design with the highest rating score is used as a model

sketch design of the jewelry product.
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