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Abstract

This research aims to study the relationship between crime fiction, or investigative novels,

and political, economic, and social contexts during the reign of King Chulalongkorn and King

Vajiravudh.

From the study of the facts about crime fiction, or investigative novels, produced in the
period of the reign of King Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh, and the facts about political,
economic, and social contexts at that time, we found that crime fiction was a new genre of
literature appeared during the reign of King Rama V and King Rama VI. Most authors and
readers were elites who read the literature for pleasure. In the meanwhile, this genre of
literature was also a medium for Western knowledge, including scientific reasoning or logical

thinking, and contributed to the creation of cultural identities which indicated the civilization of

the elites.
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