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The main purpose of this experimental study was to evaluate the
eFéiciency of a group discussion method for the development of moral
reasoning by Kohlberg's Theory in Mathayom Suksa 1-3 pupils . In
addition, the effects of the training method were examined 1in the
chiidren with different types of intelligence (high intellidgence,low
intelligenceland mental health (g€ood mental health,poor mental health)

The sample in this study consisted of 120 boys and €irls, from
Mathayom suksa 1-3 , whose age ranged from 13-16 years. These children
were from 2 schools in Ratburi.The pupils in each schocl were randomly
assigned to the experimental group and controlled €roup. The
experimental group from each school were trained in moral reasoning by
group discussion. The controlled groups received a reqular teaching in
moral education, according to the normal curriculum. Each group was
trained for the total of 10 periods.Each period took about 100 minutes,
twice a week. Consequently, each type of training lasted for 5 weeks.

Different types of questicnaires were designed to assess the
following : Levels of moral reasoning and Mental health, The
intelligence was measureed by Grade Point Average.

Three - way Analysis of Variance was performed on different
sections of the data.

The results of the experiment showed that the subjects who
received the training in moral reasoning received significantly higher
posttest scores than the subjects who didn't receive the t{raining.
The pupils with good mental! health were better on moral reasoning than
those with poor mental health.

In conclusion, this study showed that the heightening of moral




reasconing in Mathayom Suksa 1-3 pupils can be done with success. From
this study,there is a package of training of moral reasoning availlable

for future use. It is recommended that the educational institutions

make permanent usage of this training technique.
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