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Witsanu Kleebrukson. (2016). Harmonica, a study of Professor Noppadon Chimthuam.
Thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok; Srinakharinwirot University

Advisor Committee : Doctor Veera Phansue.

The research; Harmonica, a study of Professor Noppadon Chimthuam, was conducted
using Ethnomusicology theories and has two objectives, 1. To study the history, learning process, and
experience of Professor Noppadon Chimthuam 2. To study the teaching process of Professor
Noppadon Chimthuam.

The results of the research on Professor Noppadon Chimthuam was not born in a family
enveloped with musicians, but rather learnt the skills through school. His father and older brother
were his idols; his professors were his mentors and teachers. Professor Noppadon Chimthuam studied
Thai and foreign music, both theoretically and practically. He gained direct teaching experience from
various mentors which accumulated over time and then adapted these techniques to pass on to his own
students. This gradually endowed his specialty in creating refined masterpieces within the musical
field.

The concept behind Professor Noppadon Chimthuam’s creativeness in composing
coordinated chords for the harmonica is made up of two main factors; firstly, to compose notes from a
foreign song for a harmonica ensemble, and lastly, to compose notes from a Thai song for a
harmonica ensemble with an integration of suitable harmonization to increase interest and a sense of
universality all created by the constant nurturing of experience and creativity.

From the research conducted on Professor Noppadon’s style of teaching, four main
processes were found. 1. A process for everyone who would like to study and learn music.
2. A process for improving those that are deeply interested in learning the harmonica for future
prospects. 3. A process for improving those that are deeply interested in learning the harmonica for
future prospects. 4. A process for those that wish to participate in a band that emphasizes in music
device type, placement, and location. These four core processes by Professor Noppadon are from the
refined accumulation of decades of experience through correct and incorrect improvisations, all used

today in his teachings.
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