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THE STUDY OF THAI NICKNAME: LANGUAGE AND REFLECTION OF THOUGHT IN
URBAN CONTEXT
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Watcharee Jaiprasert. (2016). The study of Thai nickname: language and reflection of
thoughts in urban context. Master Thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Dr. Ratchaneeya Klinnamhom

This study aimed to study the characteristics, origin and the meaning of the
nicknames given to children by Generation Y parents thought in an urban context. All of the
nicknames were collected from children who were born from between 2013 and 2015 or
those who were 0-4 years old, and from a group of generation Y parents at the age under
thirty five. The samples all had a Bachelor's degree or higher and lived in municipality of
Chiang Mai, Songkla, Khon Kaen, and Bang Kapi.

The results revealed that the most dominant characteristic of these nicknames
were two syllable names written as a single word. Those names were from foreign
languages rather than the language. The origin of the names was mostly based on family
relationships and related to nature. With reference to the characteristics, origin, and
meaning of the nicknames, it was classified by the parents into three main ideas;
individuals, international appreciation, family, and nature. However all of the ideas were
associated with the features of Generation Y and the identity of the parents' such as a
focus on individuals and independence, admiration of modernity, preference for children and
family relationships. Furthermore, this study reflected the feelings of Generation Y parents’
in the urban ckntext regarding expectations about their children, such as being precious or

being accepted of socially.
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