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The purpose of this study was to investigate the parent participation in student
affairs at Saint Gabriel's College in 5 aspects including student welfare, student
guidance and counseling, school nutrition, student health care service, and student

- activities.

Forty parents and teachers responsible for student affairs participated in 5
focus group discussion. Each group was consisted of 3 parents represent Primary
Level, 3 represent Secondary Level, 1 represent Saint Gabriel's College Parents and
Teachers Association, and 1 teacher.

Focus group results could be summarized as follows.

1. Participation in student welfare. Parents participated and assisted in
monitoring of student safety and behavior. They gained high benefits from the
arrangement of safety guard for student safety, the arrangement of student inspectors
locking after the students during lunch time, and the arrangement of teacher inspectors
taking care of students after school. They also participated in giving recommendations
regarding the student welfare for the school improvement.

2. Participation in student guidance and counseling. Parents participated in the
guidance and counseling by providing data for student records, participating in Parent-
Teacher Conferences, and solving student's problems. They considered having much
benefits from training programs for students with low concentration, student guidance
and counseling for further education and career guidance. They suggested that
essential information is posted on the school web site as well as setting up a web board
for two-way communication.

3. Participation in school nutrition. Parents gained much benefits from schoal
food service, school control of soda beverage and fried food sale as well low nutrition
snack. They suggested that all food shops should display nutriion value of food,
students and parents should participate in evaluating the quality of food shops in school,
and a program of overweight students should be conducted.

4. Participation in student health care service. Parents provided information of
student health for school recordings. They serve as voluntary doctors in school first aids
rooms, helped conduct annual medical check-up for students, and served as guest
speakers on various health care topics and related activities. They gained much benefits
from the school annual medical check-up for students and the arrangements of school
first aids rooms taking care of the sick or in students with emergency cases.

5. Participation in student activities. Parents participated in the student
activities in terms of fund raising and donation in various occasions such as Father's
Day, Mother's Day, Religious Days, and Sport Day. They were satisfied with the schoof
arrangements of student activities.
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