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A STUDY OF LOCAL WISDOM IN SOUTHERN THAILAND LITERTURE
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Usa Chuaybamrung. (2007). A Study of Local Wisdom in Southern Thailand
Literature. Master Thesis. M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee: Associate Professor
Akra Boonthip, Professor Chuan Petchkhaew.

This research aimed to study local wisdom appearing in southern Thailand
literature. Eleven stories of southern Thailand literature, namely Kobud, Sithanonchai,
Chao Buddho, Taothong, Wessandorn, Champa-si-thon, Phraya Hong, Suwannasam,
Tukkhata, Pra Buddha Kosa, and Nithanpaksa were used as data of the study. The data
were analyzed and descriptively presented.

Findings showed that local wisdom in southern Thailand literature appeared in
different aspects. Local wisdom related to life includes the local wisdom concerning
birth, ceremony for celebrating birth with the blessing of empowering the babies to
become strong and healthy, ordination of priesthood, marriage, funeral ceremony, and
housing construction. Local wisdom related to careers includes local wisdom in
inventing household wares, cooking, entertainment, teaching and beliefs.

Results of the study also showed that local wisdom in various aspects reflected in
various life activities. All wisdom is knowledge and experience arising from self
adaptation to the environment with some considerable amount inherited or handed down
by ancestors. Owing to the fact that villagers know how to apply regional natural
resources to use in their daily life, the local wisdom is reflected in their housing
construction, career performance, invention of household wares, and cooking. All of this
wisdom concerns life cycle of people who select what they have in the local and makes
the best use of it. Local wisdom regarding birth, celebration of birth, ordination of
priesthood, marriage, funeral ceremony, entertainment, teaching and beliefs, all of which
belongs to the wisdom related to leading and living one’s life. Villagers adopt and adapt
the knowledge, beliefs and rules of conduct to live in their daily life. Local wisdom is
aimed as another strategy to teach people to do good, possess loving kindness and
benevolence, be mindful and careful in living one’s life, be aware of right and wrong, evil
and righteousness.

In conclusion, local wisdom is a thinking process in planning one’s life. It brings
prosperity to life. It is a strong spiritual hold to enable people to become strong, secure
and happy. It is a useful strategy to enable people to live safely, securely, and peacefully.
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