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The purpose of this study was to investigate non-formal education
needs for factory workers in Chang Wat Chonburi. The factory workers
in the study were classified by sex, age, working experience and
educational background. The needs for non-formal education were
prioritized according to basic education, information services and
occupational skill training.

The sample consisted of 366 factory workers from 44 industrial
factories in Chang Wat Chonburi. Data were collected from a survey
questionnaire devéloped by the researcher. The following shows the
major findings from the survey.

1. The needs for non-formal education by most respondents were
as follows :

Basic education The factory workers needed to study in
Matayomsuksa 6. The subject areas needed were safety education in
factories, labour law, foreign language and mathematics. Regarding
the method of study, class attendance was ranked the highest and self-
studying the second

Information services The information needed was occupational
knowledge, contemporary events and basic law. The favorite media were
television, newspapers and textbooks.

Occupational skill training The preferable length of training
was 30-300 hours. The needed training areas included typing, accounting,
marketing and motoring. Field trips, followed by small group training

and lecturing were found to be preferable learning activities.



Class administration The sample thought that the most
convenient time for classes was on Sunday and on other holidays.
They thought that the imstructors should have practical experience in
industrial factories. The most preferable location for the class
should be at an elementary school near a plant.

7. The differences in status did not affect the sample’s
different needs. However, the group with the educational background
above M. 6, the group of over 35 years of age and those with over
10 years working experience showed some different needs.

3. When comparing the needs for information services, basic
education and occupational skill training, the need for information
services was ranked the highest while the other two were scored

moderately high.
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