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£ STUDY OF ACQUISITION OF LIBRARY MATERTALS

"

I COMPREHENSIVE SCEOOLS

The objectaives of thais research caa be stated as follows:

{1) to study the means used in the acquasition of labrary raterials;
(23 to study the problems occurring in the acquasition worlky and

{(3) to study various viewpoints on the acquisition of labrary materials
fron Ihbrarians, hesdmasters and heads of academic sectaions. The study
1s o be denme by means of a direct approach to a group of the mentioned
personnels, the totel number of vhich is 273 altogether, ain 21 corpre-
hensive schools partaicularly in the academc year 1975. The collecting
of date 1s worked out through the use of guestionnaares, and the data
enalysis 1s deone by using the reihods of calculations :[:or percentsges
and meaens and the analysis of veriance.

The result of the study reveals that the majority of the librarics
have cr~tain desagns in the acquisition work, but the plans have not
been formally written, besides, these lihraries lack guide-books for
the wock of thas f:i.eld, vhereas definite acquasition projects heve not
been designed, Furthermore, the oubecowe of the ressarch alseo indicates
that the librarians, wvho are supposed to take responszbility especially
for the job of collecting materials, have to teke care of other duties
as well. Mzindly, m.terzals, which 1aclude only books, journals, and
printed matters, ure wsuwally colliected by meens of ljm*chas;ng. It 1s
fourd thet, roreover, the average budget esch of ihc laonraries receives

1s approximtely between 16,000 to 20,000 nant per year, about 75 per cent



of which being spent on miterials, In selecting desiraple books to be
bought. considerations are mostly due to the taties of pooks in the
lrsts presented by various publishers and boolstores; and instructors
play an important role an choosing and submitting the tatles of books
needed., Consequently, the libraries get most of the books fror some
agents who vasat the lalraries on the purpose of offering their wvorks
for sale., In the acadernic year 1975, most of the Jinraries have
purchased more than 400 copies of books, amd about one to three taitles
of new journals have bzen recormmerded, while one or o titles of
newspapers have been added., Moreover, the libraries receive sore
advice and proposals on the designs =nd neans for wterzal acguisition
from the labrary section of ihe Supervisory Unat, bubt they get no
support 1n finding materials fpror the Thai labrary association at all,
The result of the study, rthermore, indicales thet among the serious
prcblems in the acguisition work sre the fect that texis in certaain fields
carnot be easily sought, the slow arrival of babliogrephies a.d liasts
of new books, the lack of 1he lasbts of exchangeable meterials, and,
lastly, lhe shortage of mrterials to be exchanged.

About the opirions on the acquisition of liorary meterieis, 1t
18 fourd tnat the three groups of personnels-the librarasns, the
headmasters. and the heads of academic sections diad not have signmaficant

F

dafferrence at the level of .04,
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