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The purpese of this study was to study the words appeared
in the textbooks of Grade IIT level, as prescribed by the Primary
Bducation Curriculum in 1978, The study erphosized the three main
aspecis as follows : the level of difficulty, distinctive characteristics

and reasoping for wiszpelling individunl wirds.

The population was the pupils who had finished.Grade ITI,
studying in Grade IV,semester I in 1280. The subjects were 570
pupils randomly sampled from the 57 primary schools in 20 districts
in Udernthani. The subjects were zqually divided into two treatment

croups,i and D, consisting 28% students in each.

The data were gathered by means of testinge There were two
sets of test. The first test concerns the study of the level of
difficulty of words constructed from the 1ﬂ9? basic words. This tcest
consists of 10 parts : part 1 - 9 contains 120 words in each part
part 10 contains 117 words. All 10 parte of the test were recorded
by the tapc-~recorder. The second test concerio the study of itso
distinctive characteristics and the reason given for its misspelling
consisting of 3 parts : part 1 - 2 contains 56 itews in each part,

part 3 contains 5k iteus.

Bl

It was found that the words enployed at the level of Grade IIT

could be ¢lassilied according to the level of difficulty as feollows @



there are 135 very easy words, 542 easy words, 304 fairly easy words,

“alkli words and 20 very difficult words. The difficult vords

1407

classified according to the distinctive charactoristic are as follows:

there are 57 words counted as the whole word wnistakz, 37 misspelled
L

words, 271 words caused by the wrons saprlication of the form i

10 clusier mistake of v, 4 and 7T , 12 words of the wrong apwvlication
of ¢ and without £, 6 words caused by! the wronz application of tones,
5 words caused by the wronpg differentiation eof the three forms of
/ sy / Ta 1o and f#8, & words caused by the confusion of long
znd short vowels, 3 words caused by the application of initial
cluster consornant.concerning the characteristics of the difficult
words, the reason given are widely varied, faey are caused by
having been freguently exposed to the nisepelled words. Some are
rendered from the apnlication of linquistic rules and'dictionary.
Others —re#hm-to the tenacity of sound, meaning and dialectic accent.
Tt wos additionally found that some were presented throupht pguessing

and transfering from foreign languapge sound.
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