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Sojiluk Kamonsakdavikul. (2013). Samchuk, the Retromarket: The Politics of Space and the
Business of Nostalgia. Dissertation, D.A. (Arts and Culture Research). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof.
Amnard Yensabye, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Supachai Singyabuth, Assoc. Prof. Suphaphorn

Jindamaneerojana.

The objectives of this research were to study Samchuk market’s identities in the
context of a local area that related to the physical space of the Thachin river basin and
Samchuk, the retromarket in the context of the politics of space and the business of
nostalgia. The methodology of this research was a qualitative study.

The findings indicated that 1) the way of life of the Samchuk local people had
evolved from the physical space of the Thachin river basin, it was not only their settlement
but also provided food and occupational resources, transportation route and also enabled
the establishment of an exchange rice market during the Rattanakosin period. In the early
20" century, the results from modernization by constructing “national highways” and “local
highways” and also the trend towards globalization persuaded many buyers to go to
department stores that located near highways that were more comfortable and more
modern than Samchuk market. This phenomenon made Samchuk market become deserted.
The Treasury Department, the owner of the market space needed to dismantle this old and
unvalued market and build a new commercial building instead. 2) the tactics that people in
Samchuk market used to contest, negotiate and protect their spaces from demolition by the
Treasury Department included the production of a new meaning for Samchuk market as
“Samchuk, the one hundred year old market” or ‘Samchuk, the Retromarket and the
enhancement of local cultural heritage to be regarded as a part of national and international
cultural heritage 3) the tactics that people in Samchuk market used to arouse the economic
growth was the revitalization of Samchuk’s identities from the past created by well known
people such as Sunthorn Phu and Khunjumnongjeenarak, artifacts, stories from local
peoples’ memories and daily foods to be commodities in the present, in order to increase

tourist’'s consumption.



The results of this research can be used as a model to comprehend the
communities that are passing into the business of nostalgia tourism and the communities
which engage with the politics of space that occur in Thailand and other countries around

the world.
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