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Self-empowerment formation of students in the Thai education system through Michel
Foucault's concept of technologies of self enables them to resist the power of evaluation that
stigmatizes them as ‘the otherness’. This qualitative research, conducted within a critical paradigm
aims to study the meaning of success in life and the experiences of people stigmatized by evaluation
in the Thai education system, to critique the literacy of the power of educational evaluation and the
processes of resisting with power of educational evaluation, and to critique the self-empowerment
formation to the success of people who were stigmatized by evaluation in the Thai education system.
The narrative approach was used to access experience. Sixteen key informants were selected through
a gatekeeper from those who had experiences of being stigmatized by the Thai educational evaluation
system. Data was collected until saturation and analyzed using thematic analysis. The quality of the
data was ensured through trustworthiness techniques, and the research findings are presented by
analysis of narrative. The research findings indicate that the meaning of success is the attainment of
independence according to individuals’ desires, learning to be themselves, and creating happiness
for their loved ones. This encompasses success in both education and career. Experiences of being
stigmatized by the power of evaluation knowledge, particularly from psychomotor, affective, and
cognitive evaluation, were found to undermine goals while still in the educational system. Additionally,
the study uncovered the processes of resisting to maintain self-identity, self-regulation, and to achieve
individuals success. Self-empowerment towards success involves the technology of self, which
includes questioning and literacy of evaluative knowledge, and learning to circumvent certain

evaluation criteria.
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