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This research aimed to analyze the Hmong Njua color terms in relation to the age and
gender of Hmong Njua speakers. The data were collected from twelve male and female
informants living in Thai Somboon village, Muang Yai sub-district, Viengkaen district, Chiangrai
province. The informants were divided into four groups of three people, according to age and
gender, as follows: 1) The older males (between forty five to fifty five years of age); 2) The
older females (between forty five to fifty five years of age); 3) The younger males (between
fifteen to twenty five years of age); and 4) The younger females (between fifteen to twenty five
years of age).

The results found that there were eight basic color terms in Hmong Njua including
White, Black, Red, Yellow, Green, Blue, Pink, and Grey. All of the groups of informants had
the same number of basic color terms. The evolution of Hmong Njua basic color terms in stage
six differed from the theory of the Universality and Evolution of basic color term as proposed
by Berlin and Kay (Berlin and Kay. 1969, 1999) since it was Pink and Grey instead of Brown.
For non-basic color terms, there were five color-naming strategies, and the females had more
terms than the males. The strategies consisted of 1) combining a basic color term with another
basic color term; 2) combining a basic color term with a modifier; 3) using the name of specific
objects as color terms; 4) combining the name of a specific object with a basic color term; and
5) combining the name of a specific object with a modifier. All five strategies were found in the
older and younger groups of females, and the first strategy was mostly found. The first, second
and third strategies were found in the older males and the first strategy was mostly found as
well. However, the third strategy was only found in the young males.

The results revealed that age and gender are an important social factor affecting color
perception and color-naming strategies. In other words, the females had more color terms and
color-naming strategies than the males, and the older people had more color terms and color-

naming strategies than the younger ones.
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a. It's monolexemic; that is, its meaning is not predictable from the meaning of its
parts.The criterion eliminates examples bluish, lemon-colored, salmon-colored
and perhaps also.

b. Its signification is not included in that of any other color term. This criterion

eliminates examples; crimson and scarlet, which are both kinds of red for most speakers of

English.



c. Its application must not be restricted to a narrow class of objects. The criterion of
eliminates example blond which may be predicated only of hair, complexion,
and furniture.

d. It must be psychologically salient for informants. Indices of psychological salience
include, among others, (1) a tendency to occur at the beginning of elicited lists of color terms,
(2) stability of reference across informants and across occasions of use, and (3) occurrence
in the idiolects of all informants.
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e. The doubtful form should have the same distributional potential as the previously
established basic terms. For example, reddish, whitish, and greenish are English words, but
*aquaish and *chartreus bluish are not.

f. Color terms that are also the name of an object characteristically having that color
are suspect, for example, gold, silver, and ash. This subsidiary criterion would exclude orange,
in English, if it were a doubtful case on the basic criteria (a - d).

g. Recent foreign loan words may be suspect.



h. In cases where lexemic status is difficult to assess [see criterion (1)], morphological
complexity is given some weight as a secondary criterion. The English term blue-green might

be eliminated by this criterion.
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velar ||
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release | release |release | release release release
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ph plh th tlh (2t | tsh rh ch tsh kh gh
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f (hml) | (hn) |hl ] X [ (D) h
]
v S Z y




28

A7 1 TUDESIWE Tl 189

7131: Smalley. (1976). 81989910 gaTAaNLOL (2534). 43:7129714N17797U
a A AdA o & = = v o a ) o
MAFHWINITI I DIV ITIVENNABIIIEAT MANIIANEIN 2/2533: N9 udn huiignas .

UNUTN UBzdID thuangsiniia 0. autaavasniadeslny. win 18.

nnaTIRLImMsndiinih s fsansyrusiinae 53 nihodoe leud
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1) asimqﬂﬁgﬁzﬁu vﬁaga@m [55] [54]
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2) 1TTUYNANNITY [35]

3) 1TIUYNAMIIZAL [33]

4) TN IzALG [22]

5) ATmAgNAan [41]

6) ATmknAanidzIiasdlay (breathy voice) [31]

7) 7TIENAIAN LTBILATEA (creaky voice) [21]
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