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HUMOR IN THAI PCETRY OF THE RATANAKSIN PERIOD,

B.E, 2325 = 2415

The aim of this tﬁé515 wag to study humor in Thail poetry of
the Ratanakosin Period in terms of its objective s the techniques used,
ingpiration and 1ts relationshipswith society. Various literary works
were studied within the framework of literary art and socio - cultural
relationships through anlanalysis of the works and testing of humorous
sequences through questionnairgs, using a dederiptive analysis &ppgoachas.

The findings are as follows :

1. Humor was used for three purposes f to religve the
reader's tension arlsing from interaction with his society and his
daily -~ 1life, to satirize convenitional plots an the laterature of ths
period or f.0 lampoon poorly  constructed plots and to ridicule persons
or social situations.
2. The technique used most frequently was detailed

description of characteristics and circumstances. Other techniques
used were figures of speech, symbolism, irony, antithesis, unconventional
description and plot construction, In addition the poeis used nonsensigcal
wards, the sounds of which were associated with humorous meanings,
Sometimes a poet selected his characteré from various literary vorks
and then wrote his oWt new plot, Through an analysis of the guestiomnalrs,
it was found that sometimes the humor aroused in readers enjoyment but

not laughter Generally the devices that aroused smusement vere descraptions

q

of personal characteristics, styles of rhetoric, obscene sgcenes, satire, and



parody. Parody was probably the most popular way to invoke amvsement,

3« 4s for the relationship between society and insparation,
It was found that conditions of sociedy ereated inspiration in the poets,
who used humor in the form of satire as the way to point out social
defects needing improvement, Furthermare, their humor reflected the
thoughts, soccial values and characteristics of the Thai people, as well

as some aspects of the society of that peroid.
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