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The purpose of this study was to apply the Delphi technique for
deriving characteristics of the Thai university library catalogers in
the next decade. A three-round technique was adopted for this
investigation. The experts who participated in intuitive forecasting
of the future catalogers comprised senior university library catalogers,
university library administrators, and university lecturers of cataloging
courses. Three main characteristics were determined, namely,
administration and implementation required knowledge and skills, and
responsibility. The results were as follows:

The experts predicted the future administrative structure of the
university library would be improved for example, the library status
would be equivalence to that of an academic faculty ; library
administration would be more effective, centralization or co-ordinated
decentralization approach would reduce overlapping of work ; an
information technology department would be establish as a new department;
and there would be high possibility of adopting business approach
operated by professional administrators. The expert believed that most
Thai university libraries needed the cataloging departments still and as
many catalogers as the present in the next decade. This group would have
higher educational qualifications and would have interdisciplinary
knowledge aspecially in science and technology. However, their status
would remain the same under university staff category B. Academic
positions could be promoted by submitting relevant publications.
Furthermore, government budget was predicted to stay as the main source

of financial support. Major expenses of the university library were on



the acquisition of information technology, especially the computer
systems. Working offices of the catalogers envisioned to be an open
space in order that all manuals and tools could be conveniently shared.
Although the offices would not be more spacious than those at present,
they would be more automated.

The courses mostly offered in the present curriculum were
relevant for the catalogers in the next decade : such as classification,
cataloging, subject cataloging, bibliographic control, library praticum,
Thai and English language, ethics for library profession, etc. The
experts suggested that courses on modern be incorporated knowledge, e.g.,
information science, information technology, networking, database,
science and technology, etc.

For effeciency, it was suggested that beside sharpening such
professional skills as using manuals of the scheme for cataloging and
clagsification pertaining to their own libraries, efficient cataloging,
assignment of subject headings, creating, editing, and updating library’s
database ; other specialized skills deemed to be of importance were
orderliness, tidiness, accuracy in carrying out their work, initiatives
and creativity, human relations, and leadership, etc.

University library catalogers of the next decade would not have
decreased responsibility when compared to that at present. They would
take care of the cataloging and classification of library resources.

In case computer were to be introduced in to the libraries the catalogers
would become key persons to create library database. From above, the
expert have classified the activities that catalogers would have to

undertake as follows : filling the work sheet, bibliographic instruction,



teaching on cataloging and classification, joining librarian group to
perform professional activities, preparing cataloging in-publication
data for university publication, organizing and attending workshops and

seminars on cataloging and classification, etc.
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