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This Thesis is proposed to fulfil the following objectives :
(1) to study the development of the Walkingz Teacher Adult Functienal
Literacy since its establishment in 1975, (2} to examine the programme's
performince of which various elements of the existing administration
such &s its policies, organization, monitoring systems, students,
teachers, curriculum development, and evuluatien process ; (3) to
investigate .erising problems and troubles including fuiture trends and
some recoumandations to improve its oparation,

The data were collected threugh (1) documentary survey,
unstructured interviews and questionzire survey

The study leads to some conclusion &s follows ¢

1. Tne development of governmented policy to eradicate
people's illiteracy which started since 1937 can be divided inte 3
phases, ie,, (1) initriel phase (1937-1349) was aimad to enable the
illiterates to read, write and understand their duties; (2) restorative
phase (1949-1968) which emphasises reading, writing and occupational
skills of the people ; (3) reformative phuse (1968-1970), using the
Functional Literacy approach, emphasises on developing the psople's
dicision meking &nd problem ; solving,
2. The Walking Teacher ~dult Functional Literacy Programme

has been oparated since 1975 with the. major functional is to provi;de
‘the Fundamental Literscy to the illiterate adults, Under this programme,
Welking Teachers are the active agent who carry out the task of teaching,

In 1980 the task of cammunity developm=nt hes been added in the teachers



role, st oresent, the teachers roles can be dividing into 3 cetesorias
to teaching in the Funcdarentel idult functionsl Literecy Programme,
prototing and supervising the non-formal education activities withen
their werking areas ; and cooperating community development activities,

According to 1985 statistics, there are 506 walking Teechers
operetion in 46 provinces thoughout the country, Since the begining
of the programme up to 1984, the number of graduates are 119,719
vhich is ebout 67 perceﬂt of the expected number, On the expenditure,
the evercge budgat spont for each student in 951.50 baht throughout
the course. In order to better serve the purpose of the programme,
sore adjustrent wes pade to the programme's curriculuwm in 1980,
Ihe new curriculum is structurelly composed of 20 percent of nation
vide contents, 60 percent regiontl contents &nd 20 percent of lncal
contents, This system then ellows each Central Regionel MNon -~ Formel
Zducation Centre to develop its own curriculum,

3. 4s for the rcle of walking teachers, the teachers
therselves highly agree their roles and responsibilities assigned bty
the Depertment of Non Formul Educ#tion, These roles ere ; to &scess
students' needs, to get elong well with students and villege leaders,
end to support the villgaers in maintsining Village reading centres,
Letivities the teachers highly participate, 2ccording to the officiels!
view, 2re to motivate the villagers orgenizirg village reading centres,
to survey the number of illiterates, &nd to cooperete with the villegers

in orgenizirg traditional and culturzl activities.

]



s for eveluating end following up methods used in the
programme, reperted by the officials ere monthly report from the
weachers &nd group mestings,

4o As for contents presented in pre-service trainirng,
the teachers started that the most benificial parts are knowledge of
human reletionships, teaching methods and techniques and the sdministretive
process of the Functional Literecy,

.5. The Study indicates that thgre &re some problems lying
in the administrative syster of the progremme, These problems &re
often seew in the area of the eveluating process, cooperction and
public reletions, and teaching opparetion, However, their pressure
in considered at the moderate degree. The walking teachers &8lso face
sore troubles in their field werk., The major probler is that villagers
are most concernad of their works end give less centribution to Non

Forral Education &ctivities,
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