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FORMAL EDUCATION : EXERCISING POWER THROUGH KNOWLEDGE AND
DESIGNATING VILLAGE COMMUNITIES TO BE THE OTHER.
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Ausanee Thanosawan. (2002). Formal Education : Exercising Power through
Knowledge and Designating Village Communities to be the Other. Dissertation
Ed.D (Development Education). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Napaporn Havanon, Assist.

Prof. Dr. Pensiri Jeradechakul, Assist. Prof. Dr. Surawut Pudthaisong.

The purpose of this study was to reveal the processes of discursive formation
of “education”. The formation of schooling system as dominant discourse and its effect
on village communities was the focus of the study. Documents, literature incorporated
with villagers’ experiences derived from indepth interviews were used as text for the
analysis.

Capitalist ideology and scientific based knowledge transferred from the
western world underlined the process of constructing the meaning of Thai formal
education. Exercising power in the form of knowledge and technology to the village
communities through schooling destroyed the identity of the village communities and

designated them to be "the other” or periphery in the society.
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