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2. 1171489 Melody
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3.2 Rhythm
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1. 1@398319 (Form)
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2. WU (Melody)
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o v o ] . . L
uasluudazuselonwas 3nUN mediant (3rd) war dominant (5th) #ALIU

Vv 1 T P .
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2 Submediant Mediant
3 Submediant Mediant
4 Dominant Tonic

v o
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2 Supertonic Mediant
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4 Tonic Tonic
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3. 29%2¢ (Meter and Rhythm)
3.1 Meter
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3. Y n

3.1 Meter
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This study aims to analyse 10 of Major-General Luang Vichit Vadakan’s songs in
his “Anubhab” collections : five songs in each of “Anubhab Borkhun Ramkhamhaeng”

and “Anubhab Haeng Kwam Sia Sara”. The analysis is divided into the four following

areas:
1. Analysis of the form.
2. Analysis of the melody.
3. Anaysis of the meter and the rhythm.

4. Analysis of Western classical musical influences on these songs.

The methods and procedure employed in the study and analysis consist of research
into documents and research work carried out on the history of Thai dramatic art from the
reign of King Rama I of the Rattanakosin Period to the period after the military coup d’etat
in 1922, and research on the biography of Major-General Luang Vichit Vadakan himself.
The latter included interviews with Khru Napa Wangnaitham, student and singer-actor of his
“Anubhab” musical plays, and Khun Vichitra Rangsiyanonda, daughter of Major-General
Luang Vichit Vadakan. Then five songs from each collection were selected, and musical

scores were computerised for analysis.

It was found that these scores are fundamentally Thai incorporating, in various
degrees, Western classical musical concepts and compositional styles. The song “Seang Ra
Kang” to the least degree incorporates Western musical concepts and styies, whereas the

song “Bhab Ther” most obviously reveals its Western origin.

With regard to the musical form, each score reflects a clear and precise conceptual
framework, harmonising scores with the meanings of the lyrics. The clear and precise nature
of the form is further emphasised by the application of the Tonic Note and Melodic Cadence

in separate parts of some of the scores.



The nature of the musical form implies the adaptation and the adoption of the

influence of Western classical music on Major-General Luang Vichit Vadakan.

With regard to the melody, classical Thai Pentatonic scale is frequently employed,

with attempts to utilise the Western Diatonic scale.

The Diatonic scale is used in various degrees—the least use being in the song “Seang
Ra Kang”, while the most is in “Bhab Ther”-inserting Thai lyrics into an original Western

classical music score.

It can be concluded that most of Major-General Luang Vichit Vadakan’s musical
melodies are basically Thai with an emphasis on harmonising the Thai language tones with
the melodies. The fact that Western musical melodic styles are incorporated in only a few of
his scores shows that Major-General Luang Vichit Vadakan’s are fundamentally Thai-

oriented.

With regard to the meter and rhythm, the rhythmic motives and patterns most
commonly used are syncopative, creating a feeling of passion (nationalistic in nature). The
systematic reemployment of the rhythmic motive patterns from the beginning to the end of a
score, together with the development of these motives, helps create the unity and the

harmony of the whole score.

Such systemic use of motive patterns can always be discerned in Western classical
music scores. This in turn reflects the Western classical musical influence on Major-

General Luang Vichit Vadakan.

In conclusion, it can be said that Major-General Luang Vichit Vadakan’s musical
scores are the results of attempts to incorporate a balanced proportion of both Thai and
Western classical music in the collection. The scores as a whole consists mostly of Thai
music with matching Thai lyrical language tones to the melody. The melodies created are
easy and simple for the audience to remember. The form of the scores is clear and precise

and, at the same time, shows creative talent. With the influence of Westrn classical music,



Major-General Luang Vichit Vadakan shows his unique artistic talent in the application of

these influence making his scores distinguished and, indeed, unique.
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