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This research aimed to study the roles of group tutors as expected by distance
education students at the lower secondary education level, in Bangkok Metropolis. The
tutor s roles were classified into 5 aspects : academic, guidance, group meeting activity,
teaching and learning, and student relations. A rating - scale questionnaire was appiled to 363
sample group students, asking them to identify how much they expected from group tutors
during the first semester of 1998 academic year. Statistics for analyzing the data were
arithmatic means, t-test and F-test.

The findings of the study were summarized as follows:

1. The expectation of distance education stuydents towards the group ﬁtor,s roles
in 5 arspects as a whole was at high level, and also in each individuae aspect items namely :
student relations, teaching and learning , academic, guidance and group meeting activity were
in a high level score, respcetively.

2. The highest ten items of group tutor s roles as expected by distance education
students were : to be the adviser in guidance and problem - solving, enable to answer
students’ questions, encourage students in their study, advise information source for
knowledge acquirement, offter supplementary teaching for slow learners, to be acquainted
with students, give advices for group meeting participation and listen to students’ opinions.

3. No significant differences among student groups according to sex and
occupation on expectation roles of group tutors. On the contrary, there was a signicicant
difference, according age, particularly, the older age group (26+ year old) expected the
academic roles of group tutors more than the other 2 age group ( 20-25 years and 20year and
belon)

4. The difficulties in conducting group meeting activity according to stl;dents’
opinions were : students had to work and they did not have sufficient time in group
participation, they did not have opportunties in sharing experiences or exchanging opinions,
group tutors could not give suggestion to all students or in some areas, and they could not
evaluate their students during the learning session.

5. The distance students’ suggestions in conducting group meeting activity were :
to expand the period of group meeting, stydents should do further study from various sources
of information, the size of group meeting should be smaller, group tutors should explain

understandably and clearly in difficult contents, and pay more attention to their students.
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