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Chiraporn Banla. (2012). Design of the academic library buildings in Thailand,
1999-2011. Master thesis, M.A. (Library and Information Science). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof.

Dr. Aree Cheunwattana, Assoc Prof. Pawa Panmekha.

This research aimed to study the condition of the academic library buildings of
higher education institutions from 1999-2011; the opinions of library administrators on the
components and role of library building designs of higher education institutions in Thailand;
and the opinions of personnel and users on the appropriateness of the condition of the
library buildings of higher education institutions in Thailand. The researcher collected data
through a survey from 18 administrators, 184 personnel and 432 library users, and also
conducted interviews with 5 administrators. The research instruments included a set of
questionnaire and a semi-structured interview. The statistics used in data analysis were

percentage, mean, standard deviation, and F-test for hypothesis testing.

The findings of the study were presented as follows:

1. The first three reasons given by library administrators in considering the
construction of new library buildings were to attract library users with beautiful and modern
buildings, to accommodate the students’ need for a new learning area, and to expand the
service area.

2. In the library building process, administrators had a moderate involvement in the
planning of the building. They provided information on the requirements for the initial plan,
partook in the inspection and construction supervision process, organized equipment for the
library when the building were complete, and were a part of the committee to test the library
system. Administrators had a low involvement in the architect selection, meeting with
architects, and considered a tender of construction building submitted.

3. The areas that administrators gave the most consideration are at a high level
overall, the three most considered were security system, computer and information
technology systems, and layout of the building floor plan. In addition, administrators also
introduced the concepts of information commons, which was the center for learning
services, and green library.

4. The characteristics of the sample group of academic libraries in 2012 were:

small meeting rooms, large meeting rooms, a theatre room, a restaurant and coffee area,



Xerox and printing facilities, automatic book checking, toilets for handicapped people,
elevators without special facilities for the disabled, room for searching electronic databases,
OPAC searching area, and area for wireless network services.

5. The overall opinions of the library personnel towards the appropriateness of the
condition of the library building were at a moderate level, and high level was the location of
library building.

6. The overall opinions of the library users towards the appropriateness of the
condition of the library building were at a high level.

7. The difference in opinions of the library administrators, personnel, and users on
the appropriateness of the design of the library buildings was statistically significant different
at 0.05 level. Library administrators and users had a higher opinion on the appropriateness

of the design of the library building than the library personnel.
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