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The Objective of this research was to study thesis abstracts
both in content presentation and language usage. By means of purposive
sampling, the researcher selected three fields to study : - Philosophy.
sociology, political science and public administration. 200 abstracts
printed in 1987 - 1989 and submitted to the National Research Council of
Thailand were picked out. 100 abstracts were taken from the field of
philosophy, 70 from sociology, and 30 from political science and public
administration. The area of content presentation of the abstracts was
studied first, and followed by error analysis of language usage. The
results of the findings were presented in percentage.

The content analysis revealed that 25 abstracts presented all of
the 4 pr"incipal elements which were research objectives, methodology,
results and conclusions. The rest of 175 abstracts did not provide all
such elements. The méximwn provison was results of findings, while
objectives, mathmology, and conclusions were included in their abstracts
respectively. Some contained outlines and introduction in the contents
which shou_ld be omitted. In the analysis of language usage, 718 errors
were found. The highest frequency of errors was. in the area of word
redundancy. The respective errors were found as follows : semantic
errors at word level, wrong use of word classes, wrong word order, wrong
phrase and sentence spacing and inappropriate choice of meaning in
subjects and verbs.

In conclusion, some defects were found both in content
presentation and language usage. A well - prepafeq abstraét should

provide all 4 elements, and language of presentatioh also be concise,



clear, and accurate. Further study of thesis abstracts should be done
in Natural Sciences both in the area of element presentation and language

“usage in order to find a well - defined thesis abstract writing in Thai

that meets the international standard.
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