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The purpose of this experimental research was to investigate
the effect of art activities on fine motor abilities of pre - school
children with mental retardation who were at pre - school level at
Rajanukul School in Bangkok in the Academic year 1994. The subjects
were 16 pre - school children with mental retardation, 4 - 7 years old,>
with the 1.Q. of 35 - 68 and had no multiple handicap, divided into
experimental group and control group ; 8 pre - school children with
mental retardation in each group. The experimental group was
exposed to art activities while the control group‘was not exposed to
art activities. The experimental planning of research was randomized
control - group pretest - post test design. The fine motor abilities
of the pre - school children with mental retardation was recorded on
the designed form that ‘used as an instrument of the experiment.
The collected data were analyzed using Wilcoxon Matched Pairs Signed -
Rank Test and Mann - Whitney U Test. The results were as follows

1. The fine motor abilities of pre - school children with mental
retardation who were exposed to-art activities were significantly higher
than those before the experiment at .01 level

2. The'pre - schooi children with mental retardation who
were exposed to art activities and those without art activities showed
significant difference in fine motor abilities at .05 level. The
mental retardation children with art activities &ielded higher score

in fine motor abilities than those without art activities
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