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This research aims to construct, design and evaluate the effectiveness of a program to enhance the
research competency of nursing instructors to improve the quality of education at nursing educational institutions. This
research was divided into two phases. In phase one, the design and construction of program consisted of the following:
(1) qualitative data collection, collected by nine key informants, including research experts in nursing education with
semi-structural interviews and analyzed by content analysis; and (2) needs assessment to enhance research
competency, collected from 50 nursing instructors who did not have academic positions with a needs assessment form
and analyzed by a modified priority index. This was the design and construction the draft of the program. In phase two,
the effectiveness of program was evaluated. The sample consisted of 14 nursing instructors selected by purposive
sampling. The instruments included programs to enhance research competency and research competency assessment
form, which included (1) a questionnaire for knowledge of research practice; (2) a questionnaire on attitudes to research
practice; and (3) a questionnaire on research practice skills. A one sample t-test was used. The results found the
following: (1) success guidelines to enhance research competency, an advisor or mentor, time management,
knowledge and skills in research practice and building research networks. The barriers to research practice included
job burnout, lack of motivation, long waiting time for approval, a lack of management support, an unfavorable climate,
and no searching skills; (2) needs assessment to enhance research competency in developing the most necessary
instruments; and (3) after the program, nursing instructors had significant levels at .05 (t=21.88), 60% higher than the
specified criteria, both overall and in three sub-dimensions: research practice knowledge, attitudes to research practice
and research practice skills. The implications of this study are to guide nursing instructors to develop the potential of

their research to improve the quality of education at nursing educational institutions.

Keyword : Research competency, Nursing instructors, Quality of education, Nursing educational, Nursing educational

institutions
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