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GOVERNMENT LAND AND FOREST MANAGEMENT POLICY AND LOCAL COMMUNITY’S
POTENTIALITY IN CHANGING POLICY.
A CASE STUDY OF THE LOCAL COMMUITIES IN WILDLIFE SANCTUARIES
AT MOGRO SUB DISTRICT, UMPHANG DISTRICT, TAK PROVINCE.

AN ABSTRACT
BY
JEERAMET DETKACHORNKIAT

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Master of Public Administration in Public Policy
At Srinakharinwirot University

July 2016



Jeeramet Detkachornkiat. (2016). Government land and forest management policy and
local community’s potentiality in changing policy. A case study of the local
communities in Wildlife Sanctuary at Mogro Sub District, Umphang District, Tak
Province. Master Project M.P.A. (public policy). Bangkok: Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Dr. Kalaya Sae-Ang

The objectives of this thesis were to study the process of determining government
land and forest management policy using Ralph Dahrendorf’s conflict theory as the analytic
framework and to study the potentiality of the local community in changing policy by
considering the creation of social interest groups, the severity and intensity of conflicts as a
result of the implementation of government land and forest management policy.

This study was qualitative research and a descriptive analysis of the data was
conducted. The samples in this study consisted of local community leaders, village
headmen, assistants, members of the Sub district Administrative Organization and village
committees of Mae Klong Kee, Mae Klong Yai, and the Mae Klong Noi villages. The
research instrument consisted of group interviews.

The results of this study showed that the announcement of Umphang Wildlife
Sanctuary aimed to determine government policy to protect the public interest or target
value and to obstruct access to land resources from the local communities, resulting in the
conflicts. In terms of local potentiality of the community, it was found that local communities
could not push to change the policy because of a lack of well-established interest group
and their differences with a government agency. Besides, the low intensity of the conflicts
did not support the rapid change in policy. Although a certain level of intensity in the
conflict was apparent, the intensity was not enough to push the forces leading to the
change. Therefore, the researcher has suggested that local residents should gather to form
an institutional organization with a clear ideology and shared interests. The level of severity
and the intensity of the conflict should be manipulated through activities held by an

established organization in a creative manner.
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