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and of break down. And of course, there was an example of Rose,"”
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AMANDA [sobbingly] : My devotion has made me a witch and so I make
myself hateful to my children!...l worry so much, don’t sleep,
it makes me nervous!...I've had to put up a solitary battle all
these years. But you’re my right-hand bower! bon’t fall down,
don’t fail.

(Williams. 1979 : 257-258)
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AMANDA :...I won't allow such filth brought into my house! No, no,
no, no, no!

TOM : House, house! Who pays rent on it, who makes a slave of
himself to-

AMANDA [Fairly screeching] : Don’t you DARE to-

(Williams. 1979 : 250)
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AMANDA : What right have you got to- jeopardize your job? Jeopardize
the security of us all? How do you think we’d manage if you were-

(Williams. 1979 : 251)
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AMANDA : Nonsense! Laura, I've told you never, never to use that
word, Why, you’re not crippled, you just have a little defect-
hardly noticeable, even!...

(Williams. 1979 : 252)

TOM : Mother, you mugfn’t expect too much of Laura,

AMANDA : What do you mean?

TOM : Laura seems all those things to you and me because she’s ours
and we love her. We don’t even notice she’s crippied any more.
AMANDA : Don't say crippled! You know that I never allow that word

to be used!

TOM : But face facts. Mother. She is and- that’s not all-

AMANDA : What do you mean ’'not all’?

TOM : Laura is very different from other girls.

AMANDA : I think the difference is all to her advantage.

TOM : Not guite all- in the eyes of others- strangers- she’s
terribly shy and lives in a worid of her own and those things
make her seem a little peculiar to people outside the house.

AMANDA : Don’t say peculiar.

TOM : Face the fact. She is.

{Williams. 1979 : 271}
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AMANDA : Resume your seat, little sister- 1 want you to stay fresh
‘and pretty- For gentleman callers!

LAURA : I'm not expecfing any gentleman callers.

AMANDA : [crossing out to kitchenete. Airily] : Sometimes they come
when the are least expected...

LAURA {alone in the dining-room] : I don’t believe we’re going to
recieve any, Mother.

AMANDA : [reappearing, airily] : What? No one- not one? You must be
joking!...Not one gentleman caller? It can’t be true! There must
be a flood, there must have been a tornado!

LAURA : It isn’t a flood, it's not a tornado, Mother. I'm just not
popular like you were in Blue Mountain. ... TOM offers another
groan. LAURA glances at him with a faint, apologetic smile. Her
voice catching a little.] Mother’s a fraid I'm going to be an
old maid.

(Williams. 1979 : 237{239-240)
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AMANDA : ...We won’t have a business career- we've given that up
because it gave us nerﬁous indigestion! [Laughs wearily.] What
is there left but dependency all our lives? I know go well.
what becomes of unmarried women who aren’t prepared to occupy a
position. I’ve seen such pitiful cases in the South-barely
tolerated spinsters 1living wupon the grudging patronage of
sister’s husband or brother’s wife!- stuck away in some little
mousetrap of a room- encouraged by one in-law to visit another-
little birdlike women without any nest- eating the crust of
humility all their lifel!l...

(Williams. 1979 : 245)
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AMANDA : Girls that aren’t cut cut for business careers usually
wind up married to some nice man. [Gets up with a spark of

revival.] Sister, that’s what you’ll do!

LAURA : But, Mother-

AMANDA : Yes? [Crossing to photograph.]

LAURA [in a tone of frightened apology] : 1’m- crippled!

AMANDA : ...When people have some slight disadvantage like that,
they cultivate other things to make up for it- develop charm-
and vivacity-and-charm! That’s all you have to do! [She turmns
again to the photograph.] One thing your father had plenty of-
was charm!

(Williams. 1879 : 246-247)
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AMANDA : Betty? Betty? Who’s- Betty!
[There is an ominous cracking sound in the shy.]
JIM : Oh,'just a girl. The girl I go steady with!
[He smiles charpingly._The'shy falls.}
AMANDA [a long-drawn exhalation] : Chhhh. ...
Is it a serious romance, Mr. 0’Connor?
JIM : We're going to be married the second Sunday in June.
AMANDA - : Ohhhh- now nice!

Tom didn’t mention that you were engaged to be married.

Good-bye, Mr. 0’Comner,
1 wish you luck- and happiness- and success! All three of then,
and so does Laura?

(Williams, 1979 : 309-310)
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AMANDA : ...And you- when I see you taking after his way! Staying
out late-and-well, you had been drinking the night you were in
that- terrifying‘condition! Laura says that you hate the apartment
and that you go out nights to ge§ away érom it! Is that true,
Tom? |

(Williams. 1979 :259)

AMANDA : ...You remind me of your father! He was out all hours
without explanation!-Then left! Good-bye! And me with the bag to
hold.

(Williams. 1979 : 261)
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AMANDA : [touching his sleeve] : You know how Laura is. So quiet
but- still water runs deep! She notices things and I think she-
broods about them. [Tom looks up.] A few days ago I came in and
she was crying. ‘

TOM : What about?

AMANDA : You

TOM : Me?

AMANDA : She has an idea that you're not happy here.

TOM : What gives her an idea

AMANDA : What gives her an idea? However, you do act strangely...
Laura says that you hate the apartment and that you go out
nights to get away from it!....

(Williams. 1979 : 259}
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[...thé violent voices of TOM and AMANDA are heard.
They are quarrelling behind the portieres. In front of them
stands LAURA with clenched hands and panickly expression.
A clear pool of light on her figure through-out this scene.]

(Williams. 1979 : 249)
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JIM : Now I remember- you always came in late.

LAURA : Yes, it was so hard for me, getting upstairs. I had that
brace on my leg- it clumped so loud!

JIM : I never heard any'clumping.

LAURA : [wincing at the recollection] : To me it sounded like-
thunder!

JIM : Well, well, well, I never even noticed.

LAURA : And everybody was seated before I came in. I had to wélk in
front of all those people. My seat was in the back row. I had to
go clumping all the way ﬁp the aisle with everyone watching!'
...You see, I wasn't acquainted with many-people....

JIM : As I remember you sort of stuck by yourself.
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LAURA : I-I-never have had much luck at-making friends.
JIM : 1 don't see why you wouldn’t.

LAURA : Well, I- started out badly.

JIM : You mean being-

LAURA : Yes, it sort of- stood between me-
JIM : You shouldn’t have let it.

LAURA : I know, but it did, and-

JIM : You were shy witﬁ people!

LAURA : I tried not to be but never'could-
JIM : Overcome it?

LAURA : No, I-I never could.

(Williams. 1979 : 294-295)
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AMANDA : ... And she said, ’No- I remember her perfectly now. Her
hands shook so that she couldn’t hit the right keys! The Arst
time we gave a speed-test, she broke down completely- was sick

at the stomach and almost had to be carried into the wash-room!
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After that morning she never showed up any more. We phoned the

house but never got any answer’...

(Williams. 1979 : 243)
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LAURA : ...I couldn’t go back up. I- threw up- oh the floor!

(Williams. 1979 : 244)
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AMANDA : ...Haven’t you ever liked some boy!
LAURA : Yes, I liked one once. {Rises.] 1 came across his picture a
while ago. |
AMANDA [with some interest] : He gave you his picture?
LAURA : No, it’s in the year-book.

AMANDA [disappointeds] : Oh- a high-school boy.
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LAURA : Yes, His name was Jim [LAURA Lifts the heavy annual from
the claw-foot table.] Here he is in the Pirates of Penzance. -

" AMANDA tabsently] : The ‘what?

LAURA : The operetta the senior class put on. He had a wonderful
voice and we sat across -the aisle from each other Mondays,
Wednésdays, ﬁnd Fridays in the Aud. Hére he is with the silver
-cup for debating! See his grin? |

(Williams. 1979 : 245-246)
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AMANDA ¢ Girls' that aren’t cut out for business careers usually
wind wup married to some nice man. .;.Sister, that’s what you

will do.
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[LAURA ullers a startled, doubtful laugh. She reaches quickly
for a piece of glass.] A
LAURA : But, Mother-
AMANDA : Yes! ...
LAURA [in a tone of frightened apology] : I'm- crippled!

(Williams. 1879 : 246)
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LAURA : Are you sure his name is Jim O'Conner?
AMANDA : Yes, Why?

LAURA : Is he the one that Tom used to know in high school?

s 9.

There was a Jim O'Conner we both knew in high schgol-[Then with
efforp.] If that is the one that Tom is bringing to dinner-

you’ll have to excuse me, I won't come to the table.
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AMANDA : What sort of nonsense is this?

LAURA [panickly] : Oh, Mother- you answer the door! ...

Oh, Mother, please answer the door, don’t make me do it!

[...LAURA is left alqne. ...She utters a low moan and turns off
the lamp- sit stiffly on the edge of the sofa, knotting her
fingers together. ...Tom and Jim appear on the fire—escape'steps
and ciimb to landing. Hearing their approach, LAURA rises with a
panicky gestures. She retreats to the portieres. The door bell,
LAURA.catches her breath and touches her throat. Low drums.]

(Williams. 1979 : 277-278)
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AMANDA [calling] : Laura, sweétheart! The door!
[LAURA stares at it without,moving.]

AMANDA [very, very gaii&] : Laur;, that is your brother-and Mr.

O'Conner! Will you let them in, darling?

* TLAURA crosses toward kitchenette doﬁr.]

LAURA [breathlessly] : Mother- yéu go to the door!
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Please, please!

AMANDA [in a fierce whisper] : What is the matter with you, you
silly thing?

LAURA [desperately] : Please, you answer it, please!

AMANDA : I told you I wasn’t going to humour you, Laura. Why have .
you chosen this moment to lose your mind?

LAURA : Please, please, please, you go!

AMANDA : You'll have tﬁ go to the door because I can’t!

LAURA [despairingly] : I can’t either!

AMANDA : Why?

LAURA : I'm sick!

(Williams. 1979 : 279)
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TOM : Laura, this is Jim. Jim, this is my sister, Laura.

JIM [stepping inside] : I didn’t know that Shakespeare had a sister!

LAURA [retreating stiff and trembling from the door} : How-how do .
you do?

JIM {heartily extending his hand] : Okay!

{LAURA touches it hesitantly with hers.]
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JIM : You hand’s cold, Laura!

LAURA : Yes, well- I've been playing the victrola. ...

JIM : Must have been playing classical music on it! You ought to
play a little hot swing music to warm you up!

LAUEA‘: Excuse me- I haven't finished playing the victrola,
...[She turns awkwardly and hurries into the front room. She
pauses a second by the victrola. Then cgtches her breath and
darts through the ﬁortieres like a frightened deer.]

JIM {grinning] : What was the matter?

TOM : Oh- with Laura? Laura is- terribly shy.

(Williams. 1979 : 280)
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TOM : Laura is not feeling well and ;he says that she thinks
she’d better not come to the table.

AMANDA : What ? - Nonsense! - Laura ? dh, Laﬂra!

LAURA [off stage, rainthy] : Yes, Mother.

AMANDA : You really must come to the table. He.won’t be seated
until you come to the.tablé! ces
[The back &oor is pushed ﬂeakly open and LAURA comes in. She is
‘obviously gquite faint, her lips trembling, her eyes wide and

staring. She moves unsteadily toward the table.

CCE N N
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OQutside a summer storm is coming abruptly. The white curtains
billow inward at the windows and there is a sorrowful ﬁurmur and
deep blue dusk.

LAURA suddenly stumbles-she catches at a chair with a féint moan. ]

TOM : Laura!

AMANDA : Laura!

[There is a clap.of thunder......]

[Despairingly] Why, Laura, you are sick, darling! Tom, help your
sister into the living-room, dear! 8it in the living-room,
Laura-rest on the sofa, Welll........

(Williams. 1979 : 285-286)
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LAURA sits up nervously as he enters. Her speech at first is low
and breathless from the almost intolerable strain of being alone
with a stranger. .... LUARA’s voice is thin and breathless as
though she has just run up a steep flight of stairs.....

(Williams. 1979 : 291)
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....In playing this scene it should be stressed that while the
incident is apparently unimportant, it is to LAURA the climax of
her secret life.

(Williams. 1979 : 291)
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JIM : When did you recognize me?

LAURA : Oh, right away!

JIM : Soon as I came in the door?

LAURA : When I heard your name I thought it was probably you. I
knew that Tom used to know you a little in high school. So when
you came in the door - well, then I was - sure.

JIM : Why didn't you say something, then?

LAURA [breathlessly] : I didn’t know what to say, I was too
surprised!

(Williams. 1979 : 293-294)
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AMANDA : Laura, where have you been going when you’'ve gone on
pretending that you were going to business college?

LAURA : I've just been going out walking.

AMANDA : You did all this to deceive me, just for deception? [LAURA
looks down.] Why?

LAURA : Mother, Qhen you're diappointed, you get that awful
suffering lock on your face, like the picture of Jesus’ mother

in the museum!
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AMANDA : Hush!
LAURA : I couldn’t face it.

(Williams. 1979 : 244-296)
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BLANCHE : 1, 1, } took the blows in my face and my body! All of
those deaths! The long parade to the graveyard! Father,-
mother! Margaret, that'dreadful way!....But Funefals are quiet,
with pretty flowers. And, oh, what gorgeous boxes they pack them
away in! Unless you were there at the bed when they cgied out,
'Hold me!’ you'd never suspect there was the struggle for breath
and bleeding. You didn’t dream, but 1 saw! Saw! Saw! ... How in
hell do you f,hink all that sickness and dying was paid for?

. Death is expensive, Miss Stella!...Why, the Grim Reaper had put
up his tent on ourdoorstep!...Stella. Belle Reve was his head
quarter! Honey - That's how it slipped through my fingers!

(Williams. 1979 : 126-127)
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BLANCHE : .... Don't, don’t laugh at me, Stella! Please, please
don’t - I -1 - want you to look at the contents of my purse!
Here's what'’s in it! [Shé snatches her purse open.] Sixty-five
measly cents in coin of the realm!

(Williams. 1979 : 160-161)
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STANLEY : I don't want no ifs, ands, or buts! What's all the rest
of them papers?

[She hands him tﬁe entire box. He carries it to the table and
start to examine the papers.]

BLANCHE [picking up a large envelope containing more paperg] : There
are thousands of papers, stretching back over hundreds of years,
affecting Belle ‘Reve as, piece by piece, our improvident
grandfathers and father and uncles and brothers exchanged the
land for their epic fornications - to put it plainly! [She
removes her glasses with an exhausted laugh.] Till finally all
that was left - and Stella can verify that! - was the house
itself and about twenty acres of ground, including a graveyard,
to which now all but Stella and I have retreated. [She‘pours the
contents of the envelope on the table.] Here all of them are,
all papers! 1 hereby endow you with them! Take them, peruse them
- commit them to‘memory,_even! 1 think it’s wonderfully fitting
that Belle Reve should finally be this bunch of old papers in
your big, capable hand! ... I _wonder if Stella’s come back with

ny lemon-coke...
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[She leans back and closes her eyes. ]

STANLEY: I have a lawyer acquaintance who wili study
these out.

BLANCHE: Present them to him with a box of agpirin tablets.

STANLEY {becoming somewhat sheepish] : You see, under the
Napoleoﬁic code - a man has to take an interest in his
wifefs affairs - especially now that she’s going to have a
baby.

(Williams, 1979 : 140)
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[... Blanche come out on the upper landing in he} robeland slips
Fearfully down the steps. ]
BLANCHE : Where is my little sister? Stella? Stella?
[She stops before the dark entrance of her sister’s flat. ~ Then
catches her .breath as if struck. She rushes down to the walk -
Before the house. The look; right and left as if for sanctuary.

The music fades away. MITCH appears from around he corner;]
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MITCH : Miss DuBois?
BLANCHE : Oh!
MITCH : All quiet on the Potomac now?
" BLANCHE : She ran downstairs and went back in there with him.
MITCH : Sure she did.

BLANCHE : I'm terrified!

BLANCHE : Such a pretty silver case.

MITCH : I showed you the inscription, didn’t I?

BLANCHE : Yes. [During the pause, she looks up at the sky.] -~
There’s so much - so much confusion in the world... {He coughs
diffidently.] Thank you for being so kind! I need kindness now.

(Williams. 1979 : 154-155)
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BLANCHE : Listen to me. I have an idea of some kind. [Shakily
she twists a cigarette into her holder.] Do you remember
Shep Huntleish? ... he could do its, he could certainly do it!

STELLA : Do what, Blanche?

BLANCHE : Why - set us up in & - shop!

STELLA : What kind of a shop?

BLANCHE : Oh, a - shop of some kind!. . .

(Williams, 1979 : 159)
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BLANCHE : I know, I won’'t! You hate me to talk sentimental. But
honey, believe I Feel things moré than I tell you! I won’t stay
long!l won’t. I promise I. . . .

STELLA : Blanche!

BLANCHE [hysterical] : I won't, I promise, 1’11 go! Go soon! I will
really! I won’t hang around until he - throws me out . . .

STELLA : Now will you stop talking foolish?
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BLANCHE : fes, honey. Watch how you pour - that fizzy stuff Foams over!
[BLANCHE laughs shrilly and grabs the glass, but her hand
shakes so it almost slips from her grasp. STELLA pours the coke
into the glass. It foams over and spills. BLANCHE gives a
piercing cry.]

STELLA [Shocked by the cryl: Heavens!

(Williams 1979 : 170)
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...5he looks at a slip of paper, then at the building, then
again at the slip and again at the building. Her expression is
one of shocked disbelief. Her appearance is incongruous_toAthis :
gsetting. She is daintily dressed in a white suit with a fluffy

bodice, necklace and ear-rings of pearl, white gloves and hat,
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looking as if she were arriving at a summer tea or cocktail
party in the garden district. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 117)
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BLANCHE : ...Yes, I had many intimacies with strangers. After the
death of Allan - intimacies with strangers was all 1 seemed able
te fill my empty heart with. ...

(Williams, 1979 : 204-205)
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BLANCHE : ...I think it was panic, just panic, that drove me from

one to another, hunting for some protection - here and there, it
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the most - unlikely places - even, at last, in a seventeen -
year - old boy but - somebody wrote the superintendent about it-
'This woman is morally unfit for her position!’

(Williams, 1979 : 205)
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[For a moment they stare at each other. Then BLAﬁCHE springs up
and runs to her with a wild cry.]

BLANCHE : Stella, oh.'Stella, étella! Stella for Star!

[She begins to épeak with feverish vivacity as if she feared for
. .either of them to stop and think. They catch each other in a
spasmodic embrance.]

BLANCHE : Now, then, let me lock at you. But don't you look at me,
Stells, no, no, no, not till 1ater,-not till I’ve bathed and
rested! And turn 'thaf over - light off! Turn that off! I won’t
be looked at in this merciless glare!. ...Come back here now!

. Oh, my baby! Stella! Stella for Star! [She embraces her again.]

I thought you would never come back toAtHis horrible- place!
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Ha-a-ha Precious lamb! You haven’t said a word to me.

STELLA : You haven'’t given me a chance to, honey!

(Williams. 1979 : 120)
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[...The bathroom door flies open and BLANCHE emerges with a gay
peal of laughter, but as Stanley crosses past her, a frightened
look appears in her face, almost a look of panic. He doesn’t
look at her but slams the bathroom door shut as he goes in.]}

BLANCHE [snatching up a hair-brush] : Oh, I feel so good after my
rlong, hot bath, I feel so good and cool and-rested! |

STELLA [sadly and-doubtfully from thekitchen] : Do you, Blanch?

BLANCHE [brushing her hair Qigoroualy] : Yes, I do, so refreshed.
[She tinkles her highball glass.] A not bath and a long, cold

drink always gives me a brand-new outlook on life! [She looks
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through the portieres at STELLA, standing between them, and
slowly stops brushihg.] Something has happened! - What is it?
.STELLA [turning quickly away] : Why, nothing has happened, Blanche.
BLANCHE : You're lying! Something has!"
[She stares fearfully at STELLA, who pretends to bé busy at the
table. The distaﬂf piano goes into a heetic breakdown.]

(Williams. 1979 : 192)
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[...He leans against wall, staring insultingly in at BLANCHE.
She sinks back in her chair with a frightened look. STELLA leans
over and touches her shoulder.]

(Williams. 1979 : 197)
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STELLA : ...When she comes in be sure to say something nice about
her appearance. ...

STANLEY [ominously] : So?

STELLA : And try to understand her and be nice to her, Stan.
And admire her dress and tell her she's looking wonderful.
That’s impbrtant with Blanche. Her little weakness!

(Williams. 1979 : 131-132)
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BLANCHE : ...How do I look?
STANLEY : You lock alright.

BLANCHE : Many thanks! ...

Oh in my youth I excited some admiration! But look at me now!
[She smiles at him ra-dianly.] Would you think it possible that
I was once considered to be - attrdctive?

STANLEY : Your looks are okay.

(Williams. 1978 : )
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STELLA : The game is still going on.

BLANCHE : How do I 1look?

STELLA : Lovely, Blanche.

BLANCHE : I feel sc hot and frazzled. Wait till I powder before you
open the door. Do I look done in?

STELLA : Why no. You are as fresh as a daisy.

BLANCHE : One that's been picked a few days.

(Williams. 1979 : 144)
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...Her delicate beauty must avoid a strong light. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 117)
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BLANCHE : 1 bought this'adorable little coloured paper lantern at a
Chinese shop on Bourbon. Put it over the light bulb!
Will you. please?

MITCH : Be glad to.

BLANCHE : I can’t stand a naked light bulb, anymore than I can a

rude remark or a vulgar action.

(Williams. 1979 : 150)
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MITCH [getting up] : It’s dark in here.
BLANCHE : I like it dark. The dark ies comforting to me.
MITCH : I don’t think I ever seen you in the light.

[BLANCHE Iaughs breathlessly.] That’s a fact!

BLANCHE : What are you leading up to?

MITCH : Let's turn the light on here.
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BLANCHE [fearfully] : Light? Which light? What for?

MITCH : This one with the paper thing on it, [He tears the paﬁer
lanlern off thé light bulb. Sﬁe ulters a frightened gasp.)}

BLANCHE : What did you do that for?

MITCH : So I can take a look at you good and plain!

BLANCHE : ...- Don't turn the light on!
[MITCH crosses to the switch. He turns the 1light on and stares
at her. She cries out and covers herface. He turns the iight off
again. ]

(Williams. 1979 : 203-204)

v
[-N-]

nqﬁufﬁniwnuaziﬂ1ﬁuﬁﬂuﬁauuawtwﬁﬁsQﬁuﬁﬁuun11ﬁuuautﬁuﬁhqatﬁu1ﬁht%aﬁ
ASUAINY uﬁnaﬂuazqﬂﬁnnaﬂlﬁn ﬁ1uiuﬁﬂiu\ﬁ1ﬁa11¥uiuﬁnﬁa1u fetanaI N
L5BNTE AL IR L inyDeAUSBUT S AN NISURIMY Langom ALY 16D BN

AT WITULEN RN ) lﬂﬁﬁsﬁuﬁnﬂﬁ@aunu1uaqtﬁu%1ﬁauuaqﬁhuuﬂunﬁﬁuaqtﬁaiﬁ

\d ﬁl z ﬂ. ] hnd L) 1]
TALIUUNYU uﬂﬂlHﬁﬂ1ﬂqqnﬂ16hﬂ1?NWuURﬂHﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂ1ﬂ$ﬁ31ﬂ51ﬂlﬁﬂlﬁﬂﬁﬂiﬂWTﬂﬂialﬁﬂ

» o & ‘o H i o ' & 4
a7 wuatuaniinginsatdundtaadvinteanie 9 AR1ERTIA (ARAT I TMNENYDY 16D

MITCH : You are Stella’s sister, are you not?

BLANCHE : Yes, Stella is wmy precious little sister, I call her
little in spite of the fact. She's somewhat olde{ than I. Just
slightly. Less than a year. ...

{Williams. 1979 : 150)
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STANLEY : How many candles you putting in that cake?

STELLA : I'1ll stop at twenty-five.

(Williams. 1979 : 190)
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STANLEY : ...Sister Blanche, I’'ve got a little birthday remembrance
for you.

BLANCHE : Oh, have you Stanley? I wasn’t expecting any, I - I don't
know why Stella wants to observe my birthday! 1’d mucﬁ rather
forget it - when you - reach twenty-seven! Well - age is a
subject thgt you'd prefer to - ignore!

STANLEY : Twenty-seven!

'BLANCHE [quickly] : What is it? Is it for me?

(Williams. 1979 : 197-198)
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STELLA : ...There are things about my sister I don’t ‘approve of -
things that cause sorrow at home. She was always - flighty!

STANLEY : Flighty is some word for it! |

STELLA : But when she was young; very young, she had an exﬁerience
that - killed her illusions!

.STANLEY : What experiénce was.that?

STELLA : I mean her marriage, when she was - almqst a child! She
married a boy who wrote poetry. ...He was exteamly good-looking.
I think Blanche didn't just love him but worshippeﬂ the ground
he walked.on! adored him and thoughf him almosf too fine to be

human! But then she found out -
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STANLEY : What?
STELLA : This beautiful and talented young man was a degenerate....

(Williams. 1979 : 189-190)
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BLANCHE : I loved someone, too, and the person 1 loved I lost.

MITCH : Dead? [She érosses to the window and sits one the sill,
looking out. She pours herself another drink.] A man? ‘

BLANCHE : ... There was something different about the ‘boy, a
nervousness, a éoftness and tenderness Awhich wasn’t like a
man’s, although he wagn’t the least bit effeminate-looking -
still-that thing was there. ...He came to me for help. I didn’t
know that. I dida’t find out anything till after oﬁr marriage
when we’d run away and come back and all I knew was 1’d failed
him in some mysterious way apd wasn’'t able to give the help he

needed but couldn't speak of!... Then I found out. In the worst
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of all possible ways. By coming suddenly into & room that I
thought was empty - which wasn’t empty, but had two people in
it. ...
[A locomotive is heard approaching outside. She. claps her
hands to her ears and crouches over. The headlight of the
locomotive glarés into the room as it thunders past. As the

noise recedes she straightens slowly and continues speaking.]

[Polka music sounds, in a minor key faint with distance.}
We danced the Varsouviana! Suddenly in the middle of the dance
the boy I had married broke way from me and ran out of the
casino. A few moments later - a shot!
[The polka stops abruptly. “
BLANCHE rises stiffly.rThen the-ﬁolka resumes in a major

key. ]

It was because - on the dance-floor - unable to stop myself -
I’d suddenly said - ’I know! I know! You disgust me...' And then
the searchlight which had been turned on the world was turned
off again and never for one moment since has there been any
light that’s stronger than this - kitchen - candle. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 182-184)
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STANLEY : ...Stella’s spoke of you a good deal. You were married
once, weren’t you?
[The music of the polkﬁ_rises_up, faint in the distant.]
BLANCHE : Yes, when I was quite young.

STANLEY : What happened?
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BLANCHE : The boy - the boy died. [She sinks back down.] I'm afraid
I’'m - going to be sick.
[Her head falls on her arms.}

{(Williams. 1979 : 130)
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BLANCHE : I’m going to ask a favour of you in a moment.
STANLEY : What could fhat be, I wonder?
BLANCHE : Some buttons in the back? You may enter!

[He crosses through drops with a smouldering look.]

How do I look?

STANLEY : You look all right.
BLANCHE : Many thanks! Now the buttons!
STANLEY : I can’t do nothing with thenm.
BLANCHE : You men with your big clumsy fingers. May I have a drag

on your cig?
(Williams.. 1979 : 135-136)
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[BLANCHE crosses into the bedroom and partially closes the

partieres]
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[She takes off the blouse and stands in her pink silk brassiere
and white skirt in the light through the partieres...]

STELLA : ...You’re standing in the light, Blanche!

BLANCHE : Oh, am I!
[She moves out of the yellow streak of light. ...]

(Williams. 1979 :145-147)
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BLANCHE : ... Come here! Come on over heré like I told you! I want
to kiss you - just once - softly and sweetly on your mouth.

[Without waiting for him accept, she crosses quickly to hinm
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and presses her lips to hjs.] Run along now! It would be nice
to keep you, but I’ve got to be good and keep my hands off
children, Adios!

YOUNG MAN : Huh?
[He stares at her a moment. She opens the. door for him and bloﬁs
a kiss to him as he goes down the steps with a dosed look. She
stands there a little dreamily after he has disappeared. ...}

(Williams. 1979 :172-174)
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AMANDA [crossing out to kitchenette. Airily] : Sometimes they come
when they are least expected! Why, 1 remember one Sunday
afternoon in Blue Mountain - [Enters kitchenette.]

TOM : I know what'’s coming!

LAURA : Yes. But let her tell it.
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TOM : Again?

LAURA : She loves to tell it.
(Williams. 1979 : 237)0
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f...Her eyes 1lift, her face glows, her voice becomesg rich and
elegiac. ...]

(Williams. ‘1979 : 238)
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AMANDA : ...Now just look at your nother!
[She wears a girlish frock of yellowed voile with a blue silk
sash. She carries a bunch of jonquile - the legend of her youth

is nearly revived.]
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[Feverishly] : This 1is the dress in which I led the cotillicn,
won the cakéwalk twice at Sunset Hill, woré ong_spring to the
Governor’s ball in Jackson!

See how I sashayed around the ballroom, Laura?

[She raises her skirt and does a mincing step around the roon.]

AMANDA [enters portieres] : Where are you all?

TOM : On the terrace.'Mother.
[They start inside. She advances to them. TOM is distinctly
shocked at.her appearance. Even Jim blinks a little. ...

Certain, responses are sttempted by JIM but are swept aside

by AMANDA’s gay laughter and chatter. ...l

AMANDA [coyly smiling,. shaking her girlish ringlets] : Well, well,
well, so this is Mr. ¢'Corner. "...it takes & white fo’ us to
adjust ou’selves! - when the season changés f"It come 80 quick
this year. 1 wasn't prepared. All of a sudden - hea%ens! Already
summer! - I ran to the trunk an’ pulled out this light dress -
Terribly old! Historical almost! But feels so good - so good #n’

co-ol, y'know. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 276,283-284)
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LAURA : Mother, they make such faces when I do that.
AMANDA : Sticks and stones can break our bones, but the expression
~on Mr. Garfinkel’s face won’t harm us! ...

{(Williams. 1979 : 256)
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AMANDA : ...Laura! Laura!
[LAURA answers from kitchenette]
LAURA : Yes, Mother
AMANDA : Let those dishes go and come ih front!
[LAURA appears with dish- towel Gaily]
Laura, come here aﬁd make a wish on the moon!
LAURA [entering] : Moon - moon?
AMANDA : A little silver slipper of a moon. Look over your left
| shoulder, Laura, and make a wish!
[LAURA looks faintly puzzled as if called out of sleep. AMANDA
seizes her shoulders and turns her at angle by the door.]
Now! -
Now, darling, wish!
LAURA : What shall 1 wish for, Mother?
AMANDA [her v&ice trembling and her eyes suddenly filling with

tears] : Happiness! Good fortune!

(Williams. 1979 : 272)
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JIM : Hey, there, Mr. Light Bulb!
[AMANDA laughs nervously. ...]
AMANDA : Where was.Moses when the light went out?
Ha-ha. Do you know the answer to that one.
Mr. O0'Corner?
JIM : No, Ma’am, what’s the answer?
AMANDA : In the dark!
(JIM laughs appreciatively.]

(Williams. 1979 : 288)
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TOM : Yesterday you confiscated my books! You had the nerve to -
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AMANDA : I took that horrible novel back to the libréry - Yes!
that hideous pook by that insane Mr. Lawrence. ...l cannot
control the output of diseased minds or people who cater to them-
...BUT 1 WON'T ALLOW SUCH FILTH BROUGHT INTO MY HOUSE! No, no,

no, no, no!

TOM : I don’t want to hear any more!
[...The quarrel was probably precipitated by AMANDA’s interrup-
tion of his creative lsbour. A chair lying overthrown on the
floor. ...]

AMANDA : You will here more, you -

TOM : No, I won'’t hear more, I'm going out!

AMANDA : You come right back in -

AMANDA : Come back here, Tom Wingfield! I’m not through talking to
you!

AMANDA : You're going to listen, and no more insolence from you!
I’'m af the end of my patience!

AMANDA : ...I don’t believe that you go every night to the movies.
Nobody goes to the movies night after night. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 250-251)
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AMANDA [in an awful voice] : I won't speak‘ to you - until you
apologize!

(Williams. 1979 : 253)
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AMANDA : ...I married a man who wored for the telephone company!
...A telephone man who - fell in love with long distance!- Now
he travels and I don’t even know where! ...

{Williams. 1979 : 285)
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AMANDA : ...No, wait! Wait just a moment - I have an idea!

LAURA : What is it now?
[AMANDA produces - two powder puffs which she wraps in dandker-
chiefs and stuffs in LAURA’s bosom.]

LAURA : Mother, what are you doing?

AMANDA : They call them ’Gay Deceivers’!

LAURA : T won’t wear them!

AMANDA : You will.
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LAURA : Why should I7?

AMANDA : Because, to be painfully.honest, your chest if flat.

LAURA : You make it Qeem like we were setfing a trap.

AMANDA : All pretty girls are a t;ap, a pretty trap, and men expect
then to be!

(Williams. 1979 : 275)
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AMANDA : ...I took her over to the Young People’s League at the

church. Another fiasco. She spoke to nobody, nobody spoke to her. - .

Now all she does is fool with those pieées of glass and play
those worn-out records. What kind of a life is that for a girl
to lead?

(Williams. 1979 : 261-262)
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TOM : ...in the eyes of others - strangers - she's terribly shy and
lives in a world of her own and those things make her seem a
little peculiar to people ocutside the house.

AMANDA : In what way is she peculiar - may I &sk?

TOM [gentle]l : She iives in a world of her own - a world of- little.
glass‘ornaments, Mother. ...She plays old phonograph records and
- that’s about all - ...

{Williams. 1979 : 271-272)
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AMANDA [very, very gaily]l : Laura, that is your brother and Mr.
Q'Connor! Will you let them in, darling?

LAURA [breathlessly] : Mother - you go to the door!

AMANDA- : «.. Why can’t you and your brother be normal people?
Fantastic whims and behaviour!
[TOM gives a long ring.]
Preposterous going on! Can yoﬁ give me one reason- {Calls out
lyrically] COMING! JUST ONE SECOND!- why you should be afraid to

open a door? Now you answer it, Laura!
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LAURA : Oh, oh, oh ...[She returns through the portieres. Darts to
the victrola and winds it frantically and turn it on.]

(Williams. 1979 : 279-280)
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! .
AMANDA : Laura Wingfield, you march right to that door!

LAURA :'Yes-yes! Mother} 7'
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.[A faraway, scratchy rendition of ’Dardanella’ softens the air
and gives her strength to move through it. She slips to the door
and draws it cautiousty open.
TOM enters with the caller, JIM O'CONNOR.]
TOM : Laura, this is Jim, Jim, this is my sister, Laura.
JIM [stepping insidei : I didn’t know that Shakespeare had a sister!
LAURA [retreating stiff and trembling from the door] :
How - how do you do?
JIM {heartily extending his hard] : Okay!
{LAURA touches it hesitantly with hers.]
JIM : Your hand’s cold, Laura!
LAURA : Yes, well -~ I've been playing the victrola.
Excuse me - 1 haven’t finished playing the victrola.
...[She turns awkwardly and hurries into the front room. She
pauses a second by the victrola. Then catches her breath and
darts through the portieres like a frightened deer.]‘
JIM {grinning] : What was the matter?
TOM : Oh - with Laura? Laura is - terribly shy.

(Williams. 1979 : 280)
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AMANDA : Luara, where have you been going when you've gone on
pretending that you were going to business college?

LAURA : I’ve just been going out walking. ...1 went in the art
museun and the bird- nouses at the Zoo. ...Lately I’ve been
spending most of my afternoons in the jewel~ box, the big glass-
house where they raise the tropical flowers.

(Williams. 1979 : 244)
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[...She is daintily dressed in a white suit with'a fluffy
bodice, nuklace and ear-rings of pearl, white gloves and hat,
looking as if she were arriving at a summer tea or cocktail
party in a garden district, ...]

(Williams. 1979 : 117)
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[He pulls open the wardrobe:trﬁnk standing in the middle of room
and jerks out an armful of dresses.]

STANLEY : Look at these feathers and furs that she come here to
preen herself int What'’s this here? A solid- gold dress, 1

believe! ...Genuine fox fur- pieces, a half a mile long. ...

e
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STELLA : Those are inexpensive summer furs that Blanche has had a

long time.

(Williams. 1979 : 133-134)
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BLANCHE : Stella, oh, Stella, Stella! Stella for Star!

[She begins to speak with vivacity as if she feared for either
of them stop and think. They catch each other in a spasmodic
" embrance. }

BLANCHE : Now, then, let me look at you. But don’t you look at me,
Stella, no, no, no, not till later, not till I’ye bathed and
rested! And turn that over-light off! e Come back here now! Oh
my -baby! Stella, Stella for Star! [She embraces her again.] 1
thought you would never come back to this horrible place! What
am I saying! ...Oh, what a conﬁenient aﬁd location and such - Ha

- a - ha! Precious lamb! You haven’t said a word to me.
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STELLA : You haven’t given me a chance to, honey! _
[She laughs but her glance at BLANCHE is a little anxious.]

(Willjiams. 1979 : 120)
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[BLANCHE sits in a chair very stiffly with her soulders slightly
hunched and her legs pressed close tbgether and her hands
tightly clutching her.purse as if sﬁe were quite cold., After a
white the blind look goes out of her eyes and she begins to look
slowly around. A cat screeches. She catches her breath with a
startled gesture. Suddenly she notices something in a half-
opened closet. She springs up and crosses to it, and removes a
whisky bottle. She pours a half tumbler of whisky and tosses it
down. She carefully lreplaces the bottle and washes out the

tumbler at the sink. Then she resumés her seat in front of the

table.]

(Williams. 1979 : 119)
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BLANCHE : Stella! What have you heard about me?

STELLA : Huh?

BLANCHE : ¥hat have people been telling you about me?
STELLA : Telling

BLANCHE : You haven’t heard any - unkind - gossip about me?
STELLA : Why, no, Blanche, of course not!

BLANCHE [with abrupt change to gaity] : Is that coke for me?
STELLA : Not for anyone else!

BLANCHE : Why, you precious thing, you! Is it just coke?
STELLA [turning] : You mean you want a shot in it!

BLANCHE : Well, honey, a shot never dose a coke any harm! ...

(Williams. 1979 : 168-170)
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A while later that -evening. BLANCHE’is seated in a tense humched
position in a bedroom chair that she has re-covered with
diagonal green and white stripes. She has on her scarlet satin
robe. On the table beside chair is a bottle of liguor and a
glass. The rapid, feverish polka tune, the ’Varsoﬁviana’, is
heard. The music is in her mind ; she is drinking to escape it
and the sense of disaster closing in on her, and she seems to
whisper the words of the song. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 200)
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BLANCHE : I'1l go and see what I can find. in the way of - [ She .
crosses info the closet, pretending to search for the bottle.]
Oh, by the‘way,'excuse me for not being dreagedf But I'd practi-
cally given up! Had you forgotten your invitation to supper?
MITCH : I wasn’t going to see you anymore.
ﬁLANCHE : Wait a minute. I can’t hear what you’re saying and you
talk so little that when you do say something, I don’t want to
misé‘a single syllable of it. ...What am 1 iooking around here
for? Oh, yes- 1liquor! We've had so much excitement around here
this evening that I am boxed out of my ‘mind! [She pretends
suddenly to find the bottle. He draws his foo£ up on the hed and
stares at her contemptuously.] Here’s something. Southern
Comfort! What is that I wonder?

(Williams. 1979 : 202)
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+++BLANCHE has been drinking fairly steadily since MITCH left. -
She has dragged her wardrobe trunk into the centre of the
bedroom. ...As the drinking and packing went -on, a. mood of
hysterical exhilaration came into her and she decked herself out
in a somewhat soiled and crumpled white satin evening gown and a
pair of scuffed silver slippers with brilliants set in their
heels. ...

(Williams. 1979 ; 208)
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BLANCHE : Who told you I wasn’t ’straight’?

MITCH : Three people; Kiefszber, Stanley, and Shaw, Swore to them?

BLANCHE : Rub-a-dub-dub, three men.in a tub! And such a filthy tub!
(Williams. 1979 : 204)
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STANLEY [booming] : Now let’s cui the re-bop!

BLANCHE [pressing hands to her ears] : Ouuuuu!
(Williams. 1979 : 137)
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BLANCHE : ...This c;ashing around in the dark is my search for some
iiqour! |

MITCH : You want a drink?

BLANCHE : I want you to have a drink! ... -
I1’ve found some liguour! jus@ enough for two shots without any
dividents, honey.

(Williams. 1979 : 177)
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BLANCHE : ...Je suis la Dame aux Camellias! Vous etes-Asmand!
Understand French?

MITCH [heavily] : Naw. Naw, I -

-BLANCHE : Voulez-vous couchez avec mol ce soir? Vous ne comprenez
pas? guel dommage! - I mean it’s a damned good thing. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 177)
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AMANDA : ...Whgn people have some slight disadvantage 1like that,
they cultivate other things to make up for it - develop charm -
and vivacity.- and - charm! That’s all ybu have to do! [She
turns again to the photograph.] One thing your father had plenty
of - was charm! .

(Williams. 1979 : 247)
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‘AMANDA : ...There's so many things in my heart that I  cannot
describe to you! I’ve never told you but I loved you father. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 259)
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AMANDA : That fitzhugh boy went North and made a fortune - came to
be known a& the Wolf of Wall Street! He had the Midas touch,
Whatever he touched turned to gold! and 1 could have been Mrs.
Duncan J. Fitzhugh, mind you! But - I picked your father!

(Williams. 1979 : 239)
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[The bathroom door flies open and BLANCHE emerges with a gay
peai of laughter, but as STANLEY crosses past her, a frightened
look appears in her face, almost a look of panic. He doesn’t
look at her but slams the bathroom door shut as he goes in.]
BLANCHE [snatching up & hair-brush] ¢ Oh, I feei so good after my
long not bath, I feel so good and 0601 and rested!
STELLA [sadly and doubtfully from the kitchen] : Do you Blanche?
BLANCHE {brushing her hair vigorously] : Yes, I do, so refreshed.
[She looks through the portieres at STELLA, standing between
them, and slowly stops brushing.] Something has happened! - What
is it ?
STELLA {turning quickly aﬁay] : ¥hy, nothing has happened, Blanche.
BLANCHE : You’re lying! Something_has!
[She stares fearfully at STELLA, who 'pretends to be busy at the
table. The distant pianc goes into a hectic breakdown.]'

(Williams. 1979 : 192)
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[The three people are completing a dismal birtﬁday supper.
STANLEY looks_sullen. STELLA is embarraésed and sad.
BLANCHE has a tight, artificial smile on her drawn face. There is a
fourth place at the table which is left vacant.]
BLANCHE [suddenly] : Stanley, tell us a joke; tell us a funny story
to make us all laugh. I don’t know what's the matter, we’re all
g0 solemn. Is it because I’ve been stéod up by my beau?

[STELLA laughs feebly.]
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It’s the first time in my entire experience with men,.and I've
had a géod deal of all sorts, that I’'ve actually been stood up
by anyﬁody! Ha-ha!, ... — -

(Williams. 1979 : 193)
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AMANDA : 1I’ve had to put up solitary battle all these years. But

you're my right-hand bower. Don't fall down, don't fail!.

(Williams. 1979 : 258)
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AMANDA : Son, will you do me a fafour?

TOM : What?

AMANDA : Comb your hair! You look so pretty when your hair is
combed.... There is only one néspect in which 1 would like you
to emulate youf father.

TCM : What respect is that?

AMANDA : The 7care he always took of his appearance. He never

allowed himself to lqok untidy.

(Williams, 1979 : 264) -~
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TOM :.... For sixty-Five dollars a month I give up all that I dream
of doing and being ever! And you say gelf - selfs’ all I ever
think of. Why, listen, if self is what I thought of, Mother, I’d

be where he is - Gone!

(Williams. 1979 : 252)
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[Laura draws a long breath and gets awkwardly to her feet. She
crosses to the victrola and winds it up.]

AMANDA : What are you doing?

LAURA : Oh! [She releases the handle and return to her seat.]

(Williams. 1979 : 244)
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JIM : ...1 can’t take down your number and say 1'll phone. ...I
thought I had better explain the éituation in case you -
misunderst it and - hurt your feelings. ... ‘

[Pause.
Slowly, very slowly, LAURA’s lock changes, ...]

LAURA [Faintly] : You - won't - call again?

JIM : No, Laura, I can’t. ...I go out all the time - with a girl
named Betty. ...ﬁell - right away from the start it was - love!
[LAURA sways slightly forward and grips the arm of the sofa. ...
Learning stiffly forward, clutching the arm of tﬁe sofa, :
LAURA struggles visibly with her storm. ...
the storm abates a little and LAURA leans back. ... She rises
unsteadity and crouches beside the victrola to wind it up. ...]

(Williams. 1979 : 244)
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{Freud, 1933 ; Freud, 1964)

AMANDA : Laura? Laura Wingfield
You’re keeping us waiting, honey! We can’'t say grace until you
come to the table!
[(The back door is pushed weakly open and LAURA comes in. She is
obviously quite faint, her'lips trembling, her eyes wide and

staring, She moves unsteadily toward the table. ...
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TOM : Laura!
AMANDA : Laura! ...

[Despairinglyl Why, Laura, you are sick, darling!

(Williams. 1979 : 286)
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BLANCHE [shrilly] : My sister is going to have a baby!
[BLANCHE rushes‘info the bedroom;]

BLANCﬂE : 1 want my sister’'s clothes! We'll go to that womap’s
upstairs!

MITCH : Where is the clothes?

BLANCHE ([opening the closet] : I've got them! {She rushes through
to STELLA.} Stella, Stella, precious! Dear, dear little sister,

don’t be afraid!

[With her arms around STELLA, ~BLANCHE guides her to the outside
door and upstairs.]

(Williams. 1976 : 152)
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BLANCHE : ...Mitch - Mitch is coming at seven. 1 guess I am just

feeling nervous about our relations. [She begins to talk rapidly

and breathlessly.]

STELLA : Blanche, do you want hin?

BLANCHE : I want to rest! I want to breathe quietly again! Yes - I
want Mitch...very badly! Just think! If it happens! I can leave
here and not be anyone’s problem. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 171)
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BLANCHE : ...But I'm scared now - awfly scared. I don’t know how
much longer I can turn the trick. It isn’t enough to be soft.

You’ve got to be soft and attractive. And I - I’m fading now!
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[...BLANCHE suddenly clutches STELLA’s free hand with a moaning
sound and ﬁrgsses the hand to her lips. STELLA is embarrassed by
her show of emotion. BLANCHE speaks in a choked vbice.]

You're - you're - so good to me! ...

(Williams. 1979 : 169-170)
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AMANDA : Ve have to be mpaking some plans and provisions for her.
She’s older than you, two years, and nothing has happened. She
Jjust drifts along doing nothing. ...

Down at the warehouse, arenft there some - nice young men?

LI

Find out one that's clean - living - doesn't drink and ask him

out for sister!

{(Williams. 1979 : 262)
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AMANDA : ...You've got to look out for_your sister. I don't say me
because I'm old anﬂ don’t matter! I say for your sister because
she’s young and dependent.

I put her in business college. ...
I took her over to the young’'s people’s league at the church....

(Williams. 1979 : 261-262)
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TOM : You don’t have to make any fuss.

AMANDA : Oh, Tom, Tom, Tom, of course I have to make a fuss!
I want things nice, not sloppy!
You just don’t know. We can't have a gentleman caller in a
pigsty! All my wedding silver has to be polished, the

monogrammed table linen ought to be laundered! ...
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TOM : If you're going to make such a fuss, 1’11 call it off, I’l1
tell him not to come!

AMANDA :' Thanks heavens I’ve got that new sofa! I'm also making
payments on the floor lamp 1’ll have sent out! ... Of course 1’d

hoped to have these wall re-papered. ...

(Williams. 1979 : 267-268)
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{AMANDA has worked like a Turk in preparation for the gentlemen

caller. The results are astonishing. ...]

(Williams. 1979 : 274)
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AMANDA : ...We'll let you off early tonight. But only on the

condition that next time you stay latéf. ¥hat’s the best night
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-

for you? Isn't Saturday night the best niéht for you working men?

(Willisms. 1979 : 309)
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[...With an outraged groan he tears the coat again, splitting the
shouleder of it, and hurls it across the room. It strikeys the
shelf of LAURA’s glass collection, there is a tinkle of
shattering glass.LAURA cries out as if wounded.]

LAURA [shrilly] : My glass! - menagerie. ... She covers her face

and turns away.

{Williams. 1979 : 252-253)
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JIM: What are you doing now?
LAURA: I don't do anything - much. Oh, please don’t think 1 sit
around doing nothing! My glass collection takes up a good deal

of time.Glass is something you have to take good care of
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Little articles of it, they're ornaments mostly

Most of them are little animals nade out of glass, the tiniest
little animals in the world. Mother calls them- a‘ glass
menagerie!

Here’s an example of one, if you'd like to see it’

Thes one-is one of the oldest. It’s nearly thirteen.

Oh, be careful ~ if you breathe, it breaks!

(Williams. 1979 : 298-300)
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JIM: I'd better not take it. I'm pretty clumsy with things
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LAURA: Go on, I trust you.wiﬁh him?
[Places it in his palm?']
There now ~ you’re holding him gently!
Hold him over the light, he loves the light!
You see how the light shines through him?

(Williams. 1979 : 300-301)
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JIM: Did something fall off it? 1 think -
LAURA: Yes.
JIM: I hope that it wasn’t the little glass horse with the horn!
LAURA: Yes.
JIM: Aw, ag, aw. Is it broken?
LAURA: Now it is just like all the other horses.
JIM: It’s lost its -
LAURA: Horn!
It doesn’t matter. May be it’s a blessing.in dgsguise.
JIM: You’ll never forgive me. I bet phat that was you favorite

piece of glass.
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LAURA: I don’t have favorite much. It’s no tragedy, Freckles. Glass
breaks so easily. No matter hdw careful you are. The traffic
jars the shelves and things fall off thenm.

(Williams. 1979 : 302-303)
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TOM: Then how did you happen to make a tragic mistake!

AMANDA: That innocent look of you father’s had everyone fooled! He
smiled - the world was enchanted! No girl can do worse than put
herself at the mercy of a handscne aﬁpearcnce!

(Williams. 1979 : 270)
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AMANDA: I think that you’ve been doing things that you're ashamed
of. That's why you act like this. ...
(Williams. 1879 : 151)
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BLANCHE: You're a fine one to sit there accusing me of it!

STELLA: Blanche!

BLANCHE: I, I, I took the blows in wmy face and my body! All of
those deaths! The long parade to the graveyard! Father, mother!
Margayet, that dreadful way! ... How in hell do you think all
that sickness and dying was paid for?'Déath is expensive, Miss
Stella!...-that’s how it slipped throﬁgh my fingers! Which of"
them left us a fortune? Which of them left a cent of insurance
even?.,.That was all,Stella! Anﬂ I with my pitiful salary at

school. ...

(Williams. 1979: 126-127)
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BLANCHE: Well, Stella - you're going to reproach me, I know that
you’re bound to reproach me - but before ﬁou do - take into
consideration - you left! I'stayed and struggled! You céme to
New Orleans and looked out for yoﬁrself! I styaed at Belle Reve
and tried to hold it together! I’m :not meaning this is ajy

reproachful way, but all the burden déscened on my shoulders,
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STELLA: The best I could do was make my own living, Blanche.
[BLANCHE begins to shake again with intensity.]
BLANCHE: I know, I know. But you are the one that abandoned Belle

Reve, not 1! I stayed and fought for it, bled for it, almost

die for it! .
STELLA: Stop this hysterical outburst and tell me what’s happened?
What do you mean fought and bled? What kind of -

(Williams. 1979: 125-126)
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BLANCHE: ... I - lived in a house where dying old women remembered

their dead men...

Death - 1 used to sit here and she used to sit over there and-
death was as close as you are. ... We didn’'t dare even admit we
had ever ‘heard of it!

The opposite. is desire. So do you wonder? How could you.
possibly wondér! Not far from Belle Reve, before we had lost
Belle Reve, was a camp ahere_they trained young soldier;. On

Saturday nights they would go in town to get drunk -

- and . on the way back.théy would stagger on the my lawn and
call - ’Blanche! Blanche!' - The deaf old lady rem&ining
suspected nothing. But sometimes I slipped outside to anawer
their calls., ... Later the paddywagon would gather them up like
daisies... the long way home...

(Williams. 1979: 205-206)
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BLANCHE: I think I will bathe.
-
STELLA: Again.
BLANCHE: My nerves are in knots. 1Is the bathroom occupied?

(Williams. 1979: 145)
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STANLEY: She here?

STELLA: In the bathroom.

STANLEY [mimicking] : 'Washing out somethings’?

'STELLA: I reckon so.

STANLEY: How long she been in there?

STELLA: ALl afternoon.

STANLEY [mimicking] : ’Soaking in a hot tub'?

STELLA: Yes.

STANLEY: Temperature 100 on the nose, and she scakd herself in a
" hot tub.

STELLA: She says it cools her off for the evening.

. (Williams. 1979: 185)
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[BLANCHE appears in the amber light of the door. She has a tragic
radiance in her red satin robe following the sculptural lines of
her body. The ’'Varsouviana' rises audibly as BLANCHE enters the

bedroom. ]
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BLANCHE [with faintly hysterical vivacity] : I have just washed my
hair
STELLA: Did you?
BLANCHE: 1’m not sure I got the soap out.
(Williams. 1979: 218)
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[AMANDA leans against the shut door and stares at LAURA with a
marthred look.]

AMANDA: Deception? Deception? [She slowly removes her hat and
gioves, continuing the sweet suffering rstare. She lets the hat
and gloves fall on the floor - a bit of acting.]

(Williams. 1979: 241-242)
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AMANDA: ... as soon as Laura ﬁas got somebody to take care of her,
married, a home of her own, independent - Why, then you'll be
free to go wherever you please, ‘on land, on sea, whichever the
wind blows you!

But until that time ﬁou’ve gét to look out for your sister.

(Williams. 1979: 261)
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BLANCHE: ... All right; now, Mr Kowalski, let us proceed without
any more double-take. I'’m ready to answer all gquestiomns. I've
nothing to hide. What is it? |

STANLEY: There is such a thing in this State of Louisiana as the
Napoleonic code, acco;ding to which whatever belongs to ay wife
is also mine- and vice versa.

BLANCHE : picking up a large envelope containing more papers : There
are thousands of papers, stretching back over hundreds of
years,affecting Belle Reve as, piece by piece, our improvident
grandfathers and father and uncles and brothers exchanged the
land for their epic fornications- to put it plainly! .., Till
finally all that was left -and Stella can verify that! - was
the house itself and about twenty acres of ground, including a
graveyard, to which now all but Stella and I have retreated.
[She pours the contents of the envelope on the table.] Here all

of them are, all papers! ...

(Williams. 1979 : 138-140)
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AMANDA: ... I don’t believe that you go every night to the movies.
Nobody goes to the movies night after night. Nobody in their
right mind goes to the movies ag oftén ags you pretend to.
People don’t go to the movies at nearly midnight, and movies
don’t let out at two a.m.Come in stumbling. Muttering to
youself like a maniac!You get three hours’ sleep and theﬂ go to
work.Oh, I can picture the way you're doing down fhere.
Moping,doping,because you're in no condition.

(Williams. 1979- 251)
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The purpose of this study was to analyze, using Freudian
psychoanalysis, the leading female characters in two of Tennessee

Williams® plays : The Glass Menagerie and A Streetcar Named Desire.

This study focussed mainly on how and why each character demonstrated
different patterns of defense mechanism. The study finally led to more
understanding of the charecters’ personalities.

The study revealed that all three leading female characters
were facing the problem of over-anxiety which caused them to wuse
different Xkinds of defense mechanism. This anxiety, dealt with
their subsystem of personality : ID, EGO, and SUPEREGO, derived from
their instinctual drives, their past lives - - The‘way they were brought
up which planted in them their moral trend, and their development through
the psychosexual stage -- and their present gituation.

| Blanche Dubois was found to be the most disturbed by over-
anxiety ;ince her EGO was not able to control her ID and SUPEREGO
which finally led to her nervous breakdown.

Amenda Wingfield and Laula Wingfield were engulfed by less

tensive situation. Thus, their EGO, was still controllabie.
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