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Sopida Yeeding. (2006). Using Pre-Reading Activities to Motivate the Second Year
Students’ English Reading Comprehension of Vocational Certificate Department
of Electrical Engineering Technology, King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology
North Bangkok. Master's Project, M.A. (Teaching English as a Foreign
Language). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot University. Project

Advisor : Tuenjai Chalermekit.

The purpose of this research was to study the result of using pre-reading
activities to motivate second year students’ English reading comprehension of
Vocational Certificate Department of Electrical Engineering Technology, King Mongkut’s
Institute of Technology North Bangkok. The sample was 32 students selected by means
of Simple Random Sampling. The study was carried out for six weeks of 120 minutes’

period per week in the second semester of the 2006 academic year.

The instruments were 6 lesson plans with pre-reading activities, a questionnaire
examining students’ motivation in reading comprehension and pre test-post test. The
data were analyzed by using mean, standard deviation and t-test for dependent

samples.

The results of the study revealed that using pre-reading activities could motivate
the reading comprehension at a high level and their reading ability after the experiment

significantly increased at the .01 level.
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1.2 AMNUNIELRINITATULNAANNLTEN LA
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1.3 SEALUBIAMNFINITO LUNNTANULINAANNLT LA
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ans wazln@a (Valette and Disick. 1972: 41) Tautsszsumanudinlalunisauaanidu
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1. 89AUIZNALNINANUAE (Language Factors)

2. asAdsznaunenuantilnyoy (Intellectual Factors)

3. a9ALlsrnauniesuansinl (Emotional Factors)
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4. a3Alsznauneniann (Physical Factors)

5. a9AlsznaunIninasesiszaunisniuazAsaLady (Home Factors)

6. BIALILNDLUNIAIUNIANTAN (Educational Factors)

wad (Schell. 1988: 13) l@anuunesdtsznavaasnisanulaiiy asflsznauniauen waz
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eI ( D.D., Pearson. 1978: 102) 6t
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3. MUNBANNINAAINAL duLAainANAYNALNY Haunany Haduga uazldassnsa
TAuaae gt uuysinge
o o % 1 adal 1 3| o o agll
115155 (Barnett . 1988: 150-151) ldutiatlszinnuaznadanisanuaanidu 2 526y Aail
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FALLNLTZIANLATNARE MN8N WD 29960 Tantlszeys (2544: 127-128) Ag
! = . - _— ! Y v oA
1. N1387UeBNLALN (Oral reading) A8 N1sNANAANEALAZIUaNdeaa udanNlfraLiieg
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2.5 NN98MUULILAATIEIIAN TSN IMANA 111 81ut1ameNIInidn Aty
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1.6 ABN1TRAUBIU
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(Prediction Sheet)

Bugget - Alrines
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(Pre-reading Worksheet)

Prediction: 1. Write T (True) or F (False) before you read the text in box (1)
2. Write T (True) or F (False) after you read the text in box (2)

Before After

Statement Reading  Reading
e- (Box 1) (Box 2)
T/F T/F

1 Budget flights are luxurious.
2 Budget flights are cheap.
3 Budget uses tickets.
4 Budget reserves seats.
5 Budget offers basic meals.
6 Budget does not offer convenient flight times.

7 Budget flies from all major US airports.

8  Budget offers fares 50 percent lower than its rivals.

9 Budget is successful.

10 Budget is an interesting airline.

How many correct guesses have you got?
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(Activity Worksheet)

A: Read the text and mark the correct answer.

1. Budget is concerned about.........ccccccoeeiiiiiiiie s .

a. its competitors b. its operations
c. offering a better service d. offering cheaper fares
2. Budgetis ..cocoooiiiiiiiiee, its competitors.
a. smaller than b. bigger than
c. about the same size as d. about the same service as

3. Budget’s competitors offer.......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiceens .
better service but with restrictions

more expensive fares but with no restrictions
cheaper fares with no restrictions

cheaper fares but with restrictions

00 oo

4. Budget is cheap because it.......cccocooeiiiiiiici, .
a. serves peanuts on its flights
b. eliminates many traditional items of service
c. uses fax and not tickets
d. operates during general hours
5. Air travelers today want........ccccooceiiie i .
a. low prices and efficiency b. better in-flight service
c. more convenient flight times d. better food service

B: Read the following pairs of words from the text then circle (similar) or
(opposite).

1. airlines and carriers similar opposite
2. basic and exceptional similar opposite
3. only and exclusively similar opposite
4. our rivals and the competition similar opposite
5. wait and right away similar opposite
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Lesson Plan 2

(Pre-reading with visual aids: picture)

Title: The Global Climate and “El Nifio”
Time: 120 minutes
Class: The second year students of Vocational Certificate,

Department of Electrical Engineering Technology, King Mongkut’s Institute of

Technology North Bangkok.

Objective: The students should be able to comprehend and answer questions about the
texts.

Materials: 1. The text
2. Pictures

3. Worksheets

Vocabulary: global, phenomena (non), complex, violent, caprice
Procedure:
Teaching Vocabulary

(T. gives SS the definitions and pictures to elicit the meaning from SS.)

- Pre-reading Activity (Motivation)
1. T. shows 3 pictures of “flood” “hurricane” and “drought” to the SS and asks them

what they see in each picture.

2. T. asks the SS what the causes would be for these disasters.
3. After SS. tell their opinions, T. tells the SS these pictures were the disasters from
“EI Nino”

4. T. asks the SS these disasters were from human or nature.
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5. After SS. tell their opinions, T. gives them the definition of “El Nino” together with

this picture to clarify them.

Normal Conditions

Convective Loop

Equator —

120°E B0™

El Nifio Conditions

Increased
Canmection

120°E BO™

6. T. tells the SS “El Nifio” is from weather conditions that were changed. T. compares 2

pictures by pointing the difference between normal conditions and “El Nifno” conditions from
the picture.

7. The T. elicits the effect of “El Nifno” from the SS. by asking them how the weather
will be if “El Niflo” happens.

(Note: Because of the sound-lab room so SS. can see the pictures clearly from the
projector by the whole class and by the computer screens that are installed on each SS.’

seat.)
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- While-reading Activity
The T. lets the SS read the text and do the exercises. (Worksheet A)
- Post-reading Activity

SS. do the exercise (Worksheet B) after finish reading.
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The Global Climate and “El Nifio"
Robert Zamorra
When environmentalists talk or write about the earth's climate their

interest usually centers on global warming. However, there are other climatic
phenomena that have an important and more immediate impact on our world. “El
Nifio" is one of them. The recent floods, hurricanes, and droughts which caused such
terrible loss of life, livestock, and crops in South America were the result of El
Nifio.

Peruvian fishermen discovered El Nifio about a hundred years ago. Their
discovery took its name from the time of year when the phenomenon reaches its
climax. That is, in late December when the Christ child ("El Nifio") was born. El Nifio
is a change in water temperatures and atmospheric conditions in the Pacific Ocean.
It does not create bad weather itself, but produces the conditions in which violent
weather changes occur. It appears every two seven years.

As a result of their decades of research, scientists have discovered that El
Nifio is highly complex. In simulations it never behaves exactly the same; subtle
differences make each cycle unique. Another important discovery is that El Nifio is
not a self-contained phenomenon. Scientists believe certain of its variations have
their origins in the global climate system. One of the first scientists to study El
Nifio was the British meteorologist Sir Gilbert Walker in the 1920s. His work
surprisingly helped to explain natural disasters in India in the 1870s.

Our understanding of El Nifio has progressed enormously since Walker's day.
Powerful computers allow scientists to run simulations using data collected from
trees and coral reefs. These natural data banks provide evidence of violent climate
changes that occurred long before human weather records began. It is possible that
El Nifio has existed for millions of years.

For us in America El Nifio is a distant phenomenon, but the responsibility for
doing something about its consequences is ours. The more we learn about our
planet's climate system, the more we can do to help people, usually in the Third
World, affected by El Nifio. My father's family comes from Peru, and they have
suffered terribly over the years from El Nifio. As citizens of the world, we must
begin o do something concrete about this problem. We cannot make protests
against El Nifio, and not do anything to prevent it. It is vital that we keep it and
other climate issues in the public eye. As more is learned about the climate system,
there is a greater chance we can reduce the terrible price of nature's caprices.

Adapted from Rosa Maria Duran (2002). On track 2: Dynamic Reading. McGraw-Hill Education (p.37)
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Worksheet A

Read the text and circle each statement T (True) or F (False).

1. Global warming is a popular topic among environmentalists. T

2. “El Nifio" is not a very important phenomenon. T
3. Gilbert Walker discovered "El Nifio". T
4. The name "El Nifio" does not have any significance. T
5. "El Nifio" creates bad weather. T
6. "El Nifio" occurs every seven years. T
7. "El Nifio" is a recent phenomenon. T
8. All "El Nifio" cycles are identical. T
9. "El Nifo" is related to the world climate system T

10. All of us can prevent “El Nifio" crisis by learning more about it T
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Worksheet B

Read the text and circle the correct answer.

1. Robert Zamorra is ..o ececeeeenens
a. Peruvian b. British c. American

2. Robert Zamorra is ... ececeeeeenn
a. a student b. a teacher ¢. a Peruvian fishermen

3. "El Nifio" .........cccvcevvvvcevuenn.. The Pacific Ocean.
a. causes bad weather in
b. has nothing to do with
c. is a change in conditions in

4. Weather records are ....................when "El Nifio" began.
a. able to establish
b. unable to establish
c. useful in establishing

5. Trees and coral reefs..........cccocncnvsnccnssnnnee. DY "El Nifi0"
a. are unaffected
b. show the damage caused
c. record climate changes provoked

6. As a result of their research, scientists believe "El Nifio"..........ccooovivceceron .
a. always behaves the same way
b. is simple and self-contained
c. is complex, with certain variations

7. Robert believes the responsibility for doing something about "El Nifio” is.......... .
a. everyone's
b. the Peruvians'
c. the Americans’

8. “ours” in the last paragraph refers 10...........mcnncnns
a. students
b. everyone
c. environmentalists
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Lesson Plan 3

(Pre-reading with Discussion)

Title: Tiger Woods
Time: 120 minutes
Class: The second year students of Vocational Certificate,

Department of Electrical Engineering Technology, King Mongkut's Institute of
Technology North Bangkok.

Objective: The students should be able to answer the questions about Tiger Woods’
story correctly.

Materials: 1.The text
2. Worksheets

Vocabulary:  homemaker, obey

Procedure:

Teaching Vocabulary

(T. elicits the meaning of vocabularies from SS.)

- Pre-reading Activity (Motivation with Discussion)
1. T. asks the SS. these questions.

- Can you tell me the athlete’s names that you know?

- What do you know about Tiger Woods? And

- How much do you know about him?
2. T. tells the SS. to divide into groups and lets them discuss and list the items about the
questions into 3 categories. (The first and the second items are for pre-reading activities but
the last item is for Post-reading). The first is about “What do | know about Tiger Woods?” The

second is “What do | want to learn about Tiger Woods”? and the last is “What did | learn

about Tiger Woods?*“.
What | know. What | want to learn. What | learned
(pre-reading- box 1) (pre-reading- box 2) ; (post-reading- box 3)
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3. T. gives out the worksheet (worksheet A) and lets the SS. discuss in groups. (T.
may help SS. by giving them the examples of another athlete’s information: “I know that
David Beckham was born in London.”, Then T. writes the sentence “David Beckham was
born in London” in the box (1) and “How many teams David has played in?“ in box (2), etc.

4. T. lets the SS. share the ideas by presenting the information they discussed to

other groups by the whole class.

- While-reading Activity

T. lets the SS. read the story and do the exercise by individual task. (worksheet B)

- Post-reading Activity
T. lets SS. find the other athlete’'s story they want to know, then rewrite the
information that they found into their own words in a paragraph by not more than 10 lines

together with the copy of the reference by homework. (worksheet C)
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Tiger Woods

Tiger Woods was born in California in 1975. His father was in the U.S. Army.
His mother is a homemaker. She is from Thailand. From his father's side and his
mother's side, Tiger is Asian, African American, American Indian, and European.

Tiger's real name is Eldrick. He got the nickname Tiger from his father. His
father had a friend in the Vietnam War. The friend's nickname was Tiger. After
this friend saved his life, Tiger's father decided fo give his son the same name.

Tiger's father decided to make his son the best golfer in the world. When
Tiger was 6 months old, he watched his father play golf for hours. When he was 2
years old, he started to play golf. For a small child he played very well. Soon he was
on T.V. shows like CBS News. At age 4, Tiger took golf lessons. His teacher said
that he was amazing. When he was 8, he started to play in a series of games or
tournaments. By age 11, he had won thirty championships!

Tiger was a champion at golf, but he was like other children. He watched TV
and went to the mall. He loved and obeyed his parents. They always told him that
school was important. Tiger was a good student. He said, "School comes first, golf
second.”

After high school, Tiger went to Stanford University. During this time, he
won many championships. He began fo play with the top people in golf. He wanted to
be a professional like them. Up to then, he did not make money because he was not a
professional. So, in 1996, Tiger left college and became a professional. He made
millions of dollars. But that did not change him.

In 1997, Tiger played in the most important golf game—the Masters
tournament. Tiger won! He was the youngest person to win the tfournament. He was
also the first African or Asian American to win the Masters.

Tiger continues to win championships. He is one of the greatest players in
the history of golf. He has also changed our ideas about people who play golf.

Aapted from: Milada Broukal. (2006: 148).
Weaving It Together. USA: Heinle, Thomson Corporation.
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Worksheet A

(A) and things that you want to learn in the box (B).

2. After you read the text, list things that you learned in the

box (C).

[..ccorwn..before you read........................] [..after you read...]
What I know. What I want to learn. What I learned
box (A) box (B) ; box (C)

1 P
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Worksheet B
Complete the sentences with the words below.

Asian saved homemaker nickname
amazing professional mall obeyed

1. Tiger's mother does not work outside the house. She is a..........ccccccvvconris
2. Tiger's mother is from Thailand. She is ... irsens
3. Eldrick is his real name. Tiger is his ...

4. AmMan ... 1iger's father's life in the Vietnam War. His
nickname was Tiger.

5. Tiger's teacher could not believe how well Tiger could play golf. Tiger
WGS...corvvrnor s e s

6. Tiger and his friends went to the.............ccccccceuveceesvveenn., Where there were
stores and restaurants.

7. Tiger was a good son. He always..........ccouccevvisvce s hiS parents when
they told him to do something.

8. Tiger wanted to make money as a golfer, so he became a..........cccocooomvcirirnecnan

Circle the letter of the best answer.

9. Tiger's father.......cccoe. .

a. was a golf champion b. wanted him to be a great golfer
c. gave him lesson d. was a professional
10. Tiger was......cc.cooccn.....

a. the youngest person to win the Masters fournament

not a professional at then time of the Masters tournament
the first American to win the Maters tournament

changed the ideas about people who play golf

ao o
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Lesson Plan 4

(Pre-reading with Questions by Teacher)

Title: Sleep
Time: 120 minutes
Class: The second year students of Vocational Certificate,

Department of Electrical Engineering Technology, King Mongkut's Institute of
Technology North Bangkok.
Objective: The students should be able to comprehend the text and answer the
questions correctly.
Materials: 1.The text
2. Worksheets
Vocabulary: grouchy, restore, at risk, deprive, tragedy
Procedure:
Teaching Vocabulary
(T. gives SS the definitions and pictures to elicit the meaning from SS.)
Pre-reading Activity (Motivation with question by teacher)
1. T. asks the SS. these questions and the SS. answer the questions by the whole class.
- Are you sleepy now?
- How much time did you sleep last night?
- How much time do you usually sleep at night?
- Do you think you usually sleep enough?
- Do you always dream when you sleep?
- Do you think how much time most people need to sleep?
- How do you feel when you don’t get enough good sleep?
- Do you think good health depends on how much you sleep? If not., What
good health depends on?
2. T. elicits the meaning of some vocabularies from SS.
- While-reading Activity
T. lets the SS. read the text and try to find if the ideas and answers from the text are similar
or different from SS’ ideas and answer or not.

- Post-reading Activity / SS. do the exercise by individual task.
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Sleep

Are you tired? Do you feel grouchy and less alert than usual? Do you
often catch colds and flu? If so, you might consider changing your sleep
habits. Good health demands good sleep. Studies have shown that most
people need eight hours of sleep each day. Americans, however, on the
average get only seven hours. One-third of us get just six hours. And good
health is not simply a matter of how much sleep you get. It's also the type of
sleep.

Non-Rapid eye movement (NREM) sleep lets your body grow and
repair itself. During NERM sleep, your muscles relax. Your heart rate and
breathing rate decrease. Your eyes roll slowly back and forth; then they stop
moving. Most of the sleeping you do is NREM sleep.

Rapid eye movement (REM) sleep restores your brain. During REM
sleep, you dream. You may not remember every dream. But every time you
sleep, you dream. Your eyes move back and forth quickly. Your breathing and
heartbeat increase. Your muscles become paralyzed. About 25 percent of
your sleep is REM sleep. You need enough of both kinds of sleep to be
healthy.

Is it a real concern if you don't get enough good sleep? It certainly
is. Poor sleep puts you and others at risk. More than 100,000 car accidents
are caused each year by drivers who nod off. Almost $100 billion is lost
yearly in the business and environmental sectors. People deprived of sleep
have been factors in the Challenger space shuttle tragedy, the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, and the Chernobyl nuclear reactor accident. So do yourself and
everyone around you a favor. Don't cheat yourself out of good sleep!

Source: Walter Pauk. (2005). SCIENCE: Reading in the Content Areas,
McGraw-Hil Company, Inc. (p.18)
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Choose the correct answer.

1. Which statement is the main idea of this text?

a. People don't get enough sleep.

b. We dream during REM sleep.

c. Everyone needs good sleep to be physically and mentally healthy.
d. We should change our sleep habits.

2. This passage is mainly about why.........cccovcoiricinnnns

a. people dream

b. muscles become paralyzed during sleep
c. people catch colds and the flu

d. people need good sleep

3. Most nightly sleep is.........ccoocunrrirnccinene.

a. NREM sleep

b. REM sleep

c. sleep occurring between 1:00 and 3:00A.M.
d. sleep that restores your brain

4."Good sleep” can be described as........ccooecunenccivneneens

a. about eight hours of NREM and REM sleep
b. sleeping soundly when you're sick

c. several hours of rest each day

d. the fime in which you dream

5. To help the reader understand how business and the environment are affected
by poor sleep habits, the writer..........ccnnnnn.

a. lists facts in time order

b. compares and contrasts two accidents
c. lists several big accidents

d. uses transition words

* k%
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Lesson Plan 5

(Pre-reading with Self-Questioning by Students)

Title: Personal Robot R100
Time: 120 minutes
Class: The second year students of Vocational Certificate,

Department of Electrical Engineering Technology, King Mongkut's Institute of
Technology North Bangkok.

Objective: The students should be able to describe the robot’s appearance and its use
from the text correctly.

Materials: 1.The text (story)
2. Worksheets

Vocabulary: verbally, avoid, announce, obstacle

Procedure:

Teaching Vocabulary

(T. gives SS the definitions and pictures to elicit the meaning from SS.)

- Pre-reading Activity (Motivation)

1. The T. shows the heading title “Personal Robot R100” and the subtitle “A
robot designed to live with you at home as a useful and lovable partner” on the board.

2. The T. lets the SS. write the 10 questions that they want to know about the
robot from the text by individual. (T. asks some questions with the SS. by the whole class to
be an example)

3. The T. teaches some vocabularies.

- While-reading Activity
1. T. lets the SS. read the story and try to find and answer the questions
which they themselves set. (If there are no answers from the text, the SS. have to write the

answer “The story doesn’t tell me”.)
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2. The T. checks who can answer the questions the most from their own

questions by the whole class.

- Post —reading Activity
1. T. lets the SS. write a paragraph about the robot that can be their friends,

describe its appearances and its use from their imagination together with the drawing.
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W7

A robot designed to live with you at home as a useful and lovable partner.

.

R100 is an original robot developed by NEC's Central Research
Laboratories. Its appearance looks cute with 440 mm. height, 280 mm. width and
7.9kg weight. It has two drive wheels (front) and 1 free wheel (back). It should be
more than just be lovely. It should also be useful. The R100 has many functions. It
can recognize different members of the family. When called, it rolls right up and
asks what it can do for you. With its built-in, full-time Internet connection, your
R100 knows when you have email. It is equipped with cameras and microphones, so it
can even record video messages and replay video messages on the TV. Moreover it
can turn your TV, lights and other appliances on/off at your request. When you're
away from home, the robot looks after your home. If the robot hits somebody
accidentally, it can instantly record what it sees and send it to you as a video
message to an e-mail address you specify.

The R100 can remember faces, understand spoken commands and respond
verbally. With a pair of video-camera eyes, the robot can avoid objects while moving
around the home. It can measure distances and recognize the people that it meets.
It has directional hearing. It will furn and look in the direction of the person who
calls it. It will also understand and respond appropriately to a variety of spoken
commands. The robot can greet you by name and respond when you speak to it. It
will also announce incoming e-mail messages. The robot can walk through or around
obstacles, while taking a walk through the house. Equipped with six ultra-sonic
sensors, it stops quickly when something is very close or approaches suddenly from
any direction. If you tap, stroke or press the robot's head, a built-in sensor
accurately measure the quality of your touch. The robot has built-in sensors that
measure temperature and light. It recognizes images and voices by means of
functions of f-loaded to a personal computer.

The robot is designed around software modules that can be easily developed
or improved. The module, software-based approach makes it easy to modify or add
to the functions of sensors and the varieties of movement.

In designing the R100, We wanted our design to bring feelings of humor and
friendliness. With its rounded shape and playful color design, the personal robot

puts everyone at ease.
Adapted from http://www.incx.nec.co.jp/robot/R100/english/version-e/vspec.htm
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A robot designed to live with you at home

as a useful and lovable partner.

Ask 10 questions
you want to know
about Personal Robot R100
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Pre-reading Sheet

Directions: Write any 10 questions you want to know about “"Personal Robot R100: A robot
designed to live with you at home as a useful and lovable partner”. Then find your answers from
the text you read.

Before you read After you read
(Ask questions you want to know) (Find your answers you want to know)
2 err? 2
3 err? 3
5 es? 5
101 o

Can you
find your
answer?
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Worksheet
Directions: 1. Imagine your robot then draw it in the box.
11. Write a paragraph about its appearance and use.
Robot's Name: ........ccoomnnnnne.

"Imagination is more important than knowledge: Albert Einstein”
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Lesson Plan 6

(Pre-reading with Semantic Mapping)

Title: Computer games: learning aid or brain drain?
Time: 120 minutes
Class: The second year students of Vocational Certificate,

Department of Electrical Engineering Technology, King Mongkut's Institute of
Technology North Bangkok.

Objective: The students should be able to comprehend the text and compare between
the positive and negative effects of the computer games.

Materials: 1. The text
2. Worksheets

Vocabulary:  drain, geek, buzz, intuition, dyslexic, aggression, withdrawn, addictive,
contradictory

Procedure:

Teaching Vocabulary

(T. gives SS the definitions and pictures to elicit the meaning from SS.)

- Pre-reading Activity (Motivation with Semantic Mapping)
1. T. asks the SS. questions about computer game
- Do you like to play computer games?
- How often do you play in a week?
- Do you think computer games are good or bad effects to your life?
2. T. lets the SS. brainstorm about positive and negative effects of the

computers in pairs with their partners then complete it into the semantic mapping.

Positive effect Negative effect

SS. brainstorm the effects in pairs.
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3. SS. write their ideas into the semantic mapping and present them to other

friends by the whole class.
Semantic Mapping

4. T. teaches some vocabularies.

- While-reading Activity.
1. T. gives out the sheets and lets the SS. work in pairs again by filling the
information of positive and negative effect from the information in the text.

2. T. checks the answers by the whole class.

- Post-reading Activity.
T. lets the SS do homework by individual writing a paragraph answering the

question "Which argument is most convincing?”
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Computer games: learning aid or brain drain?

A new research review published by the Home Office suggests that children who
play computer games may actually be more intelligent than average and are more likely to go
on to university and higher ranking jobs.

Simon Fullarton, a self-professed computer ‘geek’, supports this view. ‘Games don't
just give you a buzz-they require intelligence and intuition, says Fullarton. 'Take a game like
Half Life, in which you're a character in a world that's been taken over by zombies that are
after you. To escape you have to deal with natural disasters, pick up visual clues, avoid
capture and devise strategies. It's all about problem solving.’

Moreover, Fullarton is a prime example of a high-achieving computer geek. Fullarton
is now a Cisco computer networking engineer. In this highly demanding job he can earn
around $500 a day.

Many experts believe that the popularity of computer games amongst children will
continue to grow, as computer skills are now essential in the modern world and these games
help to develop them. 'My eldest son is dyslexic and the skills he has built up through games
have helped enormously, says Martina Milburn, head of the charity Children in Need. 'For
example, he was able to do his GCSE revision using CD-ROM.

However, Milburn does sound a warning note: 'I don't let my boys play the more
violent games. In the past two decades, several research studies have suggested that
computer games cause aggression amongst children. In fact, one study showed that 40 out
of the 47 most popular games had violence as a major theme.

In addition, some of the Home Office research suggests that children who play
computer games can become withdrawn and begin to lose a sense of their own worth. They
develop addictive personalities and lose their grip on reality. All of this, it says, could lead
to youngsters getting into trouble with the law.

Dr. Mark Griffiths, an expert on the effects of video games, says that while more
research is needed it now seems clear that a child's play after watching a violent video game
becomes more aggressive and antisocial.

On the other hand, some experts have suggested that playing aggressive video
games has relaxing effect by channeling and releasing aggression. This is a view shared by
nearly all game players, not to mention the New York Police Department, who told the
makers of the infamous joyriding game Grand Theft Auto: ‘We'd rather they did it in your
game than on the street.

The Home Office report reached no specific conclusion about the wider fears that
parents may have about violence in games because the research continues to be
contradictory. But the finding that children who play games are more intelligent than
average and more likely to go into higher education must be of some comfort.

(Adapted from Straights Times, 2004, August)
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Pre-reading sheet

Directions: Work in pairs with your partner thinking about the positive and
negative effects of computer game then fill your ideas into the semantic mapping.

Computer
Game

Positive
Effect

Negative
Effect
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Worksheet

Directions: Read the text and try to fill the positive and negative effects of
computer game from the information in the text.

Computer
Game
| |
Negative
Effect
Relaxing effect by Withdraw and begin to lose
Channeling & releasing aggression a sense of their own worth
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LULNARAUIA mwmmeniumidﬁummé'amm

English Reading Test

Class: The second year students of Vocational Certificate, Time: 120 mins.
Department of Electrical Engineering Technology,
King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology North Bangkok.

ltems: 40 Score: 40
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Directions: Read the following passages and choose the best answer.

Good sleep is needed for good health. During sleep, your body repairs itself.
Your immune system is built up. Don't shortchange yourself of the sleep you need.
Here are some of an expert's tips for getting a good night's sleep.

1. Make sure your room is dark. Pull down the shades. Let no light of any kind
in.

2. Before you go to sleep, ask your family not to turn on a light. Light breaks
the sleep rhythm. Once broken, it's hard to get the sleep clock running right. As a
result, you will not sleep well. You will wake up tired.

3. A hot bath just before bed is good. I+ makes you relax. You are at peace.
This starts the desire for sleep.

4. During the day, get some exercise. Even a mild program will show good
results. How about a good long walk? This will get your body to work .You will find
that toward evening you will get that nice, tired feeling. Sleep then will come easily.
Added to this, exercise is good for your health.

5. Here is what to do when you get up. Open the shades or blinds. Let the sun
in. Open the windows. Let the fresh air in. This sun and air get imprinted on your
brain. The rhythm of being awake gets started. Your body clock is set for the day.
That clock will let you know when it is right time to go to sleep.

Source: Walter Pauk. (2002: 6). Six Way Paragraphs,
Introductory level. Singapore. McGraw-Hill Education (Asia)

1. The main idea of this passage is ...........cccomncenne.
a. good sleep is all that is needed to be heah‘hy
b. to get good sleep and healthy follow five steps
c. not to shortchange ourselves of the sleep we need
d. light breaks the sleep pattern and stops sound sleep

2. This passage focused on.................... .
a. good health b. rules and steps
c. how fo get good sleep d. a study of sleep patterns

3. To get good sleep you need...........cccoouvvemmnen
a. fresh air b. a soft bed
¢. a dark room d. warm sheets
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“El Nifio"

When you live in an area for a while, you get used to its climate. You know
about how cold and wet it will be in March and how warm in August. Sometimes,
though, weather conditions occur that create big changes in temperature and
rainfall. One of these is called “El Nifio”

In an “El Nifio” situation the surface water in the eastern Pacific Ocean, near
the coast of Peru, gets usually warm. (This warming occurs around Christmas; “El
Nifio” is Spanish for "Christ Child".) Rainfall seems to follow the warm water, so that
areas around Peru get floods. But the weather change doesn't stop there. Region to
the west of the warm water, such as Australia, get very little rain and so 10
experience drought. “"El Nifio” also influences the United States. Usually California
gets very severe rains. The middle and eastern parts of the country have winters
that are much warmer than normal.

“El Nifos” have been occurring for hundreds of years, but people didn't
understand what was happening. It was only in the 1960s that scientists found
definite proof that warming in the Pacific affected weather elsewhere. Computers
are continuing to compile information about how an “El Nifio” works. We know, for
instance, that the condition occurs every two to seven years. Usually it lasts for
several months, though sometimes it can last for years. And its effects can vary:
some “El Nifios” are much stronger than others. Often and “El Nifio” this year is
followed by one with a condition called La Nifia. In this situation, the Pacific

waters get very cold and the weather patterns of “El Nifio” tend to be reversed.
Source: Walter Pauk. (2002: 142). Six Way Paragraphs,
Middle Level. Singapore. McGraw-Hill Education (Asia)

4. Another good title for this selection would be...............
a. “El Nifio" and "La Nifa"
b. A cold Ocean Situation
c. A Real Drought Maker
d. Turning the Weather Upside Down

5. The main idea of this passage is . .
. “El'Nifio" is named for the Chr'ls‘r Chlld
b "El Nifio" and La Nifia cause cold and hot weather
"El Nifio" situation causes dramatic weather changes
d. Many conditions can affect weather in many countries

6. Inan “El Nifio" situation, regions around Peru get-.....
a. snow b. drought c. violent wmds d. floods

7. Compile means... e
a. hide b noﬂce c. write about d. collect
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Real World Robot

When you think of a robot, do you envision a shiny metallic device having general
shape as a human being, performing humanlike functions, and responding to your questions in
a monotone voice accentuated by high -pitched tones and beeps? This is the way many of us
imagine a robot, but in the real world a robot is not humanoid at all. Instead a robot often is
a voiceless box-shaped machine that efficiently carries out repetitive or dangerous
functions usually performed by humans. Today robot is more than an automatic machine that
performs one task again and again. A modern robot is programmed with varying degrees of
artificial intelligence—that is, a robot contains a computer program that tells it how to
perform tasks associated with human intelligence, such as reasoning, drawing conclusions,
and learning from past experience.

A robot does not posses a human shape for the simple reason that a two-legged
robot has great difficult remaining balanced. A robot does, however, move from place to
place on wheels and axles that roll and rotate. A robot even has limbs that swivel and move
in combination with joins and motors. To find its way in its surrounding, a robot utilizes
various built-in sensors. Antennae attached to the robot's base detect anything they bump
into. If the robot starts to teeter as it moves on an incline, a gyroscope or a pendulum inside
it senses the vertical differential. To determine its distance from an object and how quickly
it will reach the object, the robot bounces laser beams and ultrasonic sound waves off
obstructions in its path. These and other sensors constantly feed information to the
computer, which then analyzes the information and corrects or adjusts the robot's actions.
As science and technology advance, the robot too will advance in its ability to use artificial-
intelligence programs.

Source: Walter Pauk. (2002: 140). Reading in the Content Areas:
SCIENCE. Singapore. McGraw-Hill Education

8. The topic of this passage is ........cccvrnnernes .
a. robots can be useful to people
b. today's robots move on wheels and axles
c. a robot, aided by artificial intelligence, can perform certain human functions
d. a robot is a box-shaped machine that carries out repetitive or dangerous function

9. Another good title for this passage would be... -
a. "Modern-Day Sensors” b Ar‘hflcual InTeIhgence Programs”
c. "Today's Robots and How They Function” d. “A Robots: Taking the Place of Humans"

10. Artificial Intelligence is... . -
a. the unnatural way in WhICh robofs move
b. sensors such as antennae and gyroscope
c. a computer program that imitates human intellectual processes
d. a voiceless box -shaped machine that performs repetitive tasks

11. The word humanoid means............ccc.ccocevccuerencceeee
a. being void or vacant
b. lacking human characteristics
c. having a human form or characteristics
d. having the appearance of a humanoid
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George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver, who was born a slave in 1861, became one of
America’s greatest scientists in the field of agriculture. His discoveries changed farming in
the South of the United States.

After he was born, he and his brother lost their mother and became orphans. They
were raised by Moses and Susan Carver, who were their owners. At age 12, George left the
Carvers to start life on his own.

For the next 12 years, he won a scholarship to go to Highland University. However,
when he appeared at the university, they refused to admit him because he was black. This
did not stop Carver. He went to Simpson College in 1890 to study agriculture.

In 1891, he was accepted at lowa Agricultural College. He was the only black
student at the college. He amazed everyone with his special work with plants. After he
graduated, the college asked him to stay on as an instructor because his work with plants
and chemistry was so outstanding. So Carver stayed on and taught, but he continued his
research with plants while he was teaching.

In 1896, Carver started to teach and do research with plants ant the Tuskegee
Institute. He taught classes on agriculture, and through his experiments he found new ways
to help the poor,

Carver developed many uses for the peanut and became known as the “peanut
man.” He received many prizes and awards for his work. He gave lectures about the uses of
peanuts all over the United States.

By the 1930s, Carver had become famous all over the country and the world. He
visited the Prince of Sweden and the British Prince of Wales. Thomas Edison asked Carver
to work for him at a salary of more than $100,000 a year. The car manufacturer Henry Ford
also made him a generous offer. But Carver was not interested in money; he stayed on at
the Tuskegee Institute with a monthly salary of $125.

In 1940, he gave all his life savings of $33,000 to the George Washington Carver
Foundation to provide opportunities for African Americans to study in his field, because for

Carver, “Education is the key to unlock the golden door of freedom.....” Carver died in 1943.
Aapted from: Milada Broukal. (2006: 94). _Weaving It Together. USA:Thomson Corporation.
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12. George Washington Carver was a famous man in his field. The word “field” means....... .
a. area of grassland b. area of interest or study

c. area where he lived d. a slave all his life

13. Carver was an orphan. The word “orphan” means....... .
a. a child who has no mother and no father. b. a child who has one brother.

c. a child who has just a mother d. a child who has no brothers or sisters

14. Carver’s work was outstanding. The word “outstanding” means....... .
a. better than most b. permanent

c. different d. strange

15. Carver developed many uses for........................ )

a. cotton b. glue C. peanuts d. soil

16. In the 1930s, Carver was.................... :
a. a poor and unrecognized man b. a rich and recognized man

c. not famous in other countries d. recognized all over the world

Circle T if the sentence is true. Circle F if the sentence is false.

17. Carver was the only black student at lowa Agricultural College. T F
18. Carver was called “peanut man.” T F
19. Henry Ford offered Carver $100,000 a year to work for him. T F
20. Carver gave his life savings to the George Washington Carver T F

Foundation after he died

*k*k
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News media

News media are the means, or methods, by which people learn
what is happening in their city, in their country, and in the world. The news media
can be classified into two general categories. The two categories are print media
and electronic media. Print media use written materials to communicate news to
readers. Electronic media user air waves to send news into homes, offices, and

public places.

Print media are usually divided into magazines and newspapers. Most
newspapers print news daily. For example, “The New York” is published every
day of the year. Most new magazines are published weekly. For instance,

“Newsweek” and “Time magazine” are published once a week.

The electronic media are generally divided into radio and television. Radio
news is news that you listen to. In the United States, many radio stations
broadcast 5 minutes of news every hour on the hour. Television news is news that
you not only listen to but also watch. In Canada and the United States, for

example, many people watch an hour of news on TV at 6 o’clock in the evening.

In the future, new categories of news media will develop. Even today

computers are beginning to influence the transmission and reception of news.

Source: Patricia Dunkel and Phyllis L. Lim. (1986: 410). Intermediate comprehension.

USA,; Newbury House Publishers, Inc.
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Fill the correct information from the text into Semantic Mapping.

There are two types of news

|

102

. A
21, 22.
23 Use air waves
24. 25.
Pl | emmme——————————————— | 1]l eeemeeee————————————
newspapers 26.

A new type of news media in the future

|
!

27.
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Complete the text with the best alternatives from the box.

times using development enhancing

recommended media period youngest

TV and Computer habits of Kids

Children aged 6 and under spend an average of two hours a day playing video
games, (28)................. computers, and watching TV and videos, about the same amount
spent on outdoor activities, the Kaiser Family Foundation reports in a study released
Tuesday. That amount is about three (29.) .................. the average 49 minutes spent

reading or being read to.

The study found that even the (30.) ...................... of children are no exception.

Nearly two-thirds of kids under 2 spend a couple of hours a day in front of the screen. (The

American Academy of Pediatrics has (31.) ...................... that children under 2 not watch
TV at all.) This is an absolutely critical (32.).................... for children’s development, for
their intellectual development, their social (33.) ................... , their physical development,"
But it has to make sure the (34.)...................... that they are using are not only not harming
that development, but are actually (35) ..................... it.

Adapt from: www.cnn.com
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CONCORDE’S BIRTHDAY

CONCORDE, the world’s fastest and most graceful passenger plane, will soon be 38
years old. It first flew on 2 March 1969, from Toulouse in France.

Concorde was developed by both France and Britain. From 1956 these two
countries had a dream of supersonic passenger plane. In 1962 they started to work together
on the project. It is the most tested plane in the history of aviation. It was given over 5,000
hours of testing.

Concorde flies at twice the speed of sound. This means that it takes only 3 hours 25
minutes to fly between London and New York, compared with 7-8 hours in other passenger
jets. Because of the five-hour time difference between the USA and Britain, it is possible to
travel west on Concorde and arrive in New York before you leave London! You can catch
the 10.30 am flight from London, Heathrow and start work in New York and hour earlier!

Concorde is much used by business people and film stars. But its oldest passenger
was Mrs Ethel Lee from Leicestershire in England. She was 99 years old when she took off
from Heathrow on 24 February 1985.

Each Concorde is built at a cost of millions. More than twenty have been built so far.

Air France and British Airways own the most. They each have seven planes.

Source: John & Liz Soars. (1996:81). HEADWAY: STUDENT'S BOOK.

London; Oxford University Press.

A: Write the correct answers to the following questions.

36. What kind of plane is Concorde?
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WULABLDINIAWSI9latnEanUNIS lENanssNNauN1sa1Y (pre-reading)
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wUUAAUAINIALSIRdlatigan LM ldNanssunaun1sa1u (pre-reading)
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(40 AZLLUY) (40 AZLUY) D
1 27 39 12
2 315 37 55
3 28 36 8
4 29 37 8
5 215 37 155
6 35 40 5
7 35.5 40 4.5
8 32 35 3
9 36 40 4
10 37 38 1
1M 25 38 13
12 28 39 11
13 33 40 7
14 27 40 3
15 26 40 14
16 30.5 40 9.5
17 31 37 6
18 23 38 15
19 32 39 7
20 315 37 55
21 31 36 5
22 29 31 2
23 215 39 175
24 30 38 8
25 30 37 7
26 32 33 1
27 26 34 8
28 20 40 20
29 31 31 0
30 23 36 13
31 32 38 6
32 18 34.5 16.5
993 923 1194.5 2715
Alade 28.84 37.33 8.48
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