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The purpose of this study was to compare speech development of
the elementary school children in Central Thai dialect, NOrthern Thai
dinlect and Hmong dialect. The independent vaiables for the study
were dialect, age level and sex. A sample of one hundred and eighty
puprils, 7 to 9 years old, was drawn from Piboonupataa School,
Putnisopon School, and Chaomaeluangupatam School by the technique of
multi-stage stratified sampling.

The ingstrument for collecting data was a pictorial test
ronsisting of vocabulary size subtest and speech development subtest
{sentence pattern). One - Way Analysis of Variance, t-test and F-test
were employed for analyzing the data. The findings were as follows :

The children of higher age level exceeded those of lower age
level in vocabulary size and sentence pattern development; There was
no age difference in vocabulary size development in Hmong dialect, and
no age difference in sentence pattern development in Central Thai
dialect was found for Central Thai children.

1t was also found that Northern Thai children had more speech
development in Central Thai dialect vocabulary size than did Central
Thai and Hmong children. The analysis revealed neither significant
difference in sentence pattern development nor sex d:{ference in
vocabulary size and sentence pattern development for Central Thai,

Northern Thai and Hmong children.
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