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Nora : Hide the Christmas Tree carefully,Hellen. Be sure the children do not see it till this
morning,when it in dressed.
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Helmer . That is a woman! But seriously,Nora, you know what I think about that. Nodebt,no

borrowing.there can be no freedom or beauty about home life that depends on borrowing and dept. we two have
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kept bravely on the straight road so far,and we will go on the same way for short time longer the three need be
any struggle.
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Nora . Come here.Now I will show you that I too have something to be pround and glad of. It was [

who saved Travald’s life.

Mrs.Linde . Yes,but your father gave you the necessary funds.

Nora . Yes,that is what Travald and all the others think ,but ---—

Mrs.Linde :But --—-

Nora . Papa didn’t give us a shilling. It was [ who procured the money.

Mrs.Linde . You? All the large sum ?

Nora . Two hundred and fifty pounds. What do you think of that ? Did you win a prize in the Lottery?

Mrs.Linde . But ,Nora, how could you possibly do it? Did you win a prize in the Lottery?

Nora . In the lottery ? there would have been no credi in that .

Mrs.Linde . But where did you get it from ,then?

Nora . (humming and smiling with an air of myself ) Hm,hm! Aha!

~ Mrs.Linde . Becouse you couldn’t have borrowed it.



44

Nora . Couldn’t I ? Why not ?

Mrs.Linde : No,a wife cannot borrow without her husband’s consent .

Nora . Oh,if it is a wife who has any head of business ---—- a wife who has the wit to be a little bit
clever —

Mrs.Linde . I don’t undestand it at all,Nora.

Nora . There is no need you should .i never said I had borrowed the money .i may have got it some
other way.Perhaps I got it from some other admire. When anyone is as attractive as [ am ----
Mrs.Linde . You are mad creature.

Nora . Now,you know you’re full of curiosity,Cristine.

Mrs.Linde . Listen to me,Nora dear. Haven’t you been a litﬁe bit imprudent ?

Nora. Is it imprudent to save your husband’s life ?

Mrs.Linde . It seems to me imprudent,without his knowledge,to -----

Nora . But it was absolutely necessary that he should not know! My goodness,can’t you understand
that? It was necessary he should have no idea what a dangerous condition he was in . It was to me that
the doctors came and said that his life was in danger,and that the only thing to save him was to live in
the south. Do you suppose I didn’I try, first of all, to get what I wanted as if it were for myself? I told
him how much I should love to travel abroad like other young wives;]I tried tears and entreaties with
him ; I told him that he ought to remember the condition I was in ,and that he ought to be kind and
indulgent to me; I even hinted that he might raise a loan. That nearly made him angry, Christine. He
said I was thoughtless,and that it was his duty as my husband not to ‘indulge me in my whims and
caprices-—— as I belive he called them.Very well I thought,you must be saved ---- and that was how [
came to devise a way out of difficulty —

Mrs.Linde . And did your husband never get to know from your father that the money had not come
from him?

Nora . No, never. Papa died just at that time .i had meant to let him into the secret and beg him never
toreveal it. But he was so ill then-—-alas , there never was any need to tell him.

Mrs.Linde . And since then have you never told your secret to your husband?

Nora . Good heavens,no! How could you think so!A man who has such strong opinions about these
things! And besides ,how painful and humiliating it would be for Travbld,with his many independence,
to know that he owed me anything! It would upset our mutual ralations altogether; our beautiful happy
home would no longer be what it is now.

Mrs.Linde . Do you mean never tell him about it?

Nora . Yes—someday,perhaps,afier many years,when I am no longer as nice looking as I am now.

Don’t laugh at me ! I mean ,of course, when Travold is no longer as devoted to me as he is now;when
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my dancing and dressing up and reciting have palled on him ; then it may be good thing to have
something in reserve-—- ( Breaking off ). What nonsense! That time will never come. Now,what do
you think of my great secret? Do you still think I am of no use? I can tell you, too, that Fhis affair has
caused me a lot of worry. It has been by no means easy for me to meet my engagements punctually. I
may tell you there is something that is called in business,quarterly interest, and an other thing called
payment in instalments, and it is always so dreadfully difficult of manage them. I have had to save a
little here and there, where I could,you understand. I have not been able to put aside much from my
housekeeping money,for Travold must have a good table. I couldn’t iet my children be shabbily
dressed; I have felt obliged to use up all he gave me for them, the sweet little darlings!
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uwﬁmf’:
Helmer . You blind, foolish woman!
Nora . I must try and get some sense, Trovald.
Helmer .To desert your home, your husband and your children! And you don’t consider what people
will say !
Nora . I cannot consider that at all. I only know that it is necessary for me.
Helmer . It’s shocking. This is how you would neglect your most sacred duties.
Nora . What do you consider my most sacred duties?
Helmer . Do I need to tell you that? Are they not your duties to your husband and your children?
Nora . I have other duties just as sacred.
Helmer . That you have not. What duties could those be ?
Nora . Duties to myself.
Helmer . Before all else, you are a wife and a mother.
Nora . I don’t belive that any longer. I belive that before all else I am a resonable human being,just as
you are----or,at all events, that I must try and become one. I know quict well, Torvald, that most
people would think you right, and that views of that kind are to be found in books; but I can no longer
content myself with what most people say; or with what is found in books. I must think over things for
myself and get to understand them.
Helmer . Can you not understand your place in your own home? Have you not a reliable guide in such
matters as that?--—--—have you no religion?
Nora . I am afraid, Torvald, I do not exactly know what religion is.
Helmer . what are you saying?
Nora . I know nothing but what the clergyman said when I went to bé confirmed. He told us that
riligion was this, and that, and the other. When I am away from all this, and am alone, I will look into
that matter too. I will see if what the clergyman said is true, or at all events if it is-true for me.
Helmer . This is unheard of in a girl of your age! But if religion cannot lead you aright, let me try and
awaken youe conscience. I suppose you have some moral sense? Or---—-answer me----am [ to think you
have none?
Nora . I assure you, Torvald, that is not easy question to answer. I really don’t know .the thing
perplexes me altogether. I only know thst you and [ look at it in quite a different light. I am learning,
too, that the law is quite another thing from whaty I supposed ; but I find it impossible to convince
myself that the law is right. According to it woman has no right to spare her old dying father, or to

save her husband’s life. I can’t belive that.
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Helmer . You talk like a child. You don’t understand the conditions of the world in which you live.
Nora . No I don’t. But now [ am going to try. I am going to see if I can make out who is right, the
worldorI. )
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Helmer( walking up and down ) . He had so grown into our lives. I can’t think of him as having gone out of
them.He, with his sufferings and his loneliness, was like a cloudy background to our sunlit happiness. Well,
perhaps for us too, Nora. We two are thrown quite upon each other now.( Puts his arms round her .) My darling
wife, I don’t feel as if I could hold you tight enough. Do you know, Nora, I have often wished that you might be
threatened by some great danger, so that I might risk my life’s blood, and everything,for your sake.
Nora ( disengages herself, and says firmly and decidedly ). Now you must read your letters, Torvald.
Helmer . No,no; not to night. I want to be with you, my daring wife.
Nora . With the thought of your friend’s death---—-
Helmer . You are right, it has affected us both. Something ugly has come between us-——the thought of the
horrors of death. We must try and rid our minds of that. Untill then—we will each go to our own room.

Nora ( Hanging on his neck ). Good night, Torvald—- Good night !
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Helmer ( kissing her on the forehead ) .Good night, my little singing ~ bird . Sleep sound, Nora. Now I will read
my letters through.
{ He takes his letters and goes into his room, shutting the door after him. ]
Nora ( gropes distractedly about, seizes Helmer’s doming,throws it round her, while she
says in quick,hoarse, spasmodic whisper ) . Never to see him again. Never! Never! Never to see my children '
again either—never again. Never! Never!—— Ah! The icy, black water---the unfatathomable depths---- if only it
were over! He has got it now -— now he isreading it.Good bye, Torvald and my children!
[She is about to rush out through the hall, when Helmer opens his door hurriedly and stands with an open letter
in his hand .]
Helmer . Nora!
Nora . Ah!----
Helmer . What is this? Do you know what is in this letter?
Nora . yes I know. Let me go. Let me get out !
Helmer . Where are you going?
Nora . you shan’t save me, Torvald!
Helmer . True? Is this true, that I read here? Horrible! No, no----it is impossible that can be true.
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Nora . Come here.Now I will show you that I too have something to be pround and glad of. It was I
who saved Travald’s life.

Mrs.Linde . Yes,but your father gave you the necessary funds.
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Nora . Yes,that is what Travald and all the others think ,buf -----

Mrs.Linde :But -----

Nora . Papa didn’t give us a shilling. It was I who procured the money.

Mirs.Linde . You? All the large sum ?

Nora . Two hundred and fifty pounds. What do you think of that ? Did you win a prize in the Lottery?
Mrs.Linde . But ,Nora, how could you possibly do it? Did you win a prize in the Lottery?

Nora .. In the lottery ? there would have been no credi in that .

Mrs.Linde . But where did you get it from ,then?

Nora . ( humming and smiling with an air of myself ) Hm,hm! Aha!

Mrs.Linde . Becouse you couldn’t have borrowed it.

Nora . Couldn’t I? Why not ?

Mrs.Linde : No,a wife cannot borrow without her husband’s consent .

Nora. Oh,if it is a wife who has any head of business ---—- a wife who has the wit to be a little bit
clever -

Mrs.Linde . I don’t undestand it at all,Nora.

Nora . There is no need you should .i never said I had borrowed the money .i may have got it some
other way.Perhaps I got it from some other admire. When anyone is as attractive as I am -----
Mrs.Linde . You are mad creature.

Nora . Now,you know you’re full of curiosity,Cristine.

Mrs.Linde . Listen to me,Nora dear. Haven’t you been a little bit imprudent ?

Nora . Is it imprudent to save your husband’s life ?

Mrs.Linde . It seems to me imprudent,without his knowledge,to -----

Nora . But it was absolutely necessary that he should not know! My goodness,can’t you understand
that? It was necessary he should have no idea what a dangerous condition he was in . It was to me that
the doctors came and said that his life was in danger,and that the only thing to save him was to live in
the south. Do you suppose I didn’l try, first of all, to get what I wanted as if it were for myself? I told
him how much I should love to travel abroad like other young wives;I tried tears and entreaties with
him ; I told him that he ought to remember the condition I was in ,and that he ought to be kind and
indulgent to me; I even hinted that he might raise a loan. That nearly made him angry, Christine. He
said I was thoughtless,and that it was his duty as my husband not to indulge me in my whims and
caprices---- as I belive he called them.Very well I thought,you must be saved ---- and that was how I
came to devise a way out of difficulty ----

Mrs.Linde . And did yoﬁr husband never get to know from your father that the money had not come

from him?
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Nora . No, never. Papa died just at that time .i had meant to let him into the secret and beg him never
toreveal it. But he was so ill then-—alas , there never was any need to tell him.
Mrs.Linde . And since then have you never told your secret to your husband?
Nora . Good heavens,no! How could you think so!A man who has such strong opinions about these
things! And besides ,how painful and humiliating it would be for Travold,with his many independence,
to know that he owed me anything! It would upset our mutual ralations altogether; our beautiful happy
home would no longer be what it is now.
Mrs.Linde . Do you mean never tell him about it?
Nora . Yes—someday,perhaps,afier many years,when I am no longer as nice looking as I am now.
Don’t laugh at me ! I mean ,of course, when Travold is no l;)nger as devoted to me as he is now;when
my dancing and dressing up and reciting have palled on him ; then it may be good thing to have
something in reserve-—- ( Breaking off ). What nonsense! That time will never come. Now,what do
you think of my great secret? Do you still think I am of no use? I can tell you,, too, that this affair has
caused me a lot of worry. It has been by no means easy for me to meet my engagements punctually. I
may tell you there is something that is called in business,quarterly interest, and an other thing called
payment in instalments, and it is always so dreadfully difficult of manage them. I have had to save a
little here and there, where I could,you understand. I have not been able to put aside much from my
housekeeping money,for Travold must have a good table. I couldn’t let my children be shabbily
dressed; I have felt obliged to use up all he gave me for them, the sweet little darlings!
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Helmer . You talk like a child. You don’t understand the conditions of the world in which you live.
Nora . No,I don’t. But now I am going to try. I am going to see if I can make out who is right, the
worldor I .

Helmer . You are ill, Nora ; you are delirious; I almost think you are out of your mind.

Nora . I have never felt my mind so clear and certain as to-night.

Helmer . And is it with a clear and certain mind that you forsake your husband and your child?
Nora. Yes itis.

Helmer . Then there is only one possible explanation.

Nora . What is that 7

Helmer . You do not love me any more.

Nora . No, that is just it.

Helmer . Nora ! ---and you can say that?

Nora . It gives me great pain, Torvald, for you have always been so kind to me, but I cannot help it. I
do not love you any more.

Helmer . Is that aq clear and certain conviction too?

Nora . Yes, absolutely clear and certain. That is the reason why I will not stay here any longer.
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Helmer . Was it likely that T would be continually and for ever telling you about worried that you
could not help me to bear?
Nora . I am not speak about business matters I say that we have never sat down in earnest together to
try and get at the bottom of anything.
Helmer . But, dearest Nora, would it have been any good to.you?
Nora . That is just it; you have never understood me. I have been greatly wronged, Torvald—first by
papa and then by you.
Helmer . What! By us two-—~by us two, who have loved you better than anyone else in the world?
Nora . You have never loved me. You have only thought it pleasant to be in love with me.
Helmer . Nora, what do I hear you saying?
Nora . It is perfectly true, Torvald. When I was at home with papa, he told me his opinion about
everything,and so I had the same opinions: and if I differed from him I concealed the fact, because he
would not have liked it. He called me his doll-child,and he played with me just as I used to play with
my dolls and when I came to live with you-—-
Helmer . What sort of an expression is that to use about our marriage?
Nora . I mean that I was simply transferred from papa’s hand into yours. You arranged everything
according to your own teste,and so I got the same tastes as you—--or else I pretended to,! am really not
quite sure which--—- I think sometimes the one and sometimes the other. When I look back on it,it
seems to me as if I had been living here like a poor woman--— just from hand to mounth. I have
existed merely to perform tricks for you,Torvald. But you would have it so. You and papa have
commited a great sin against me. It is your fault that I have made nothing of my life.
Helmer . How reasonable and how ungreateful you are, Nora! Have you not been happy here?
Nora . No, I have never been happy. I thought I was,but it has never really been so.
Helmer . Not--—-not happy!
Nora . No,only merry. And you have always been so kind to me. But our home has been nothing but a
playroom. I have been your doll ~ wife , just as at home I was papa’s doll — child ; and here the
children have been my dolls. I thought it great fun when you played with me, just as they thought it

great fun when I played with them. That is what our marriage has been, Torvald.
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Helmer . There is some truth in what you say—exagerated and strained as your view of it is. But for
the future it shall be different. Playtime shall be over, and lesson-time shall begin.

Nora . Whose lessons? Mine, or the children’s?

Helmer . Both yours and the children’s,my daring Nora.

Nora . Alas, Torvald, you are not the man to educate me into begin a proper wife for you.

Helmer . And you can say that!

Nora . And I -——how I am I fitted to bring up the children?

Helmer . Nora!

Nora . Didn’t you say yourself a little while ago---that you dare not trust me to bring them up?
Helmer . In a moment of anger! Why you don’t pay any heed to that?

Nora . Indeed, you were perfectly right. I am not fit for the task. There is another task I must
undertake first. I must try and educate myself----you are not the man to help me in that. I must do that

for myself. And that is why I am going to leav you now.

(9101711 88 — 89 : UNTHMNYEL HBTA AL 1FaeT )

Helmer . This is unheard of in a girl of your age! But if religion cannot lead you aright, let me try and
awaken your conscience. [ soppose you have some moral sense? Or---answer me---am [ to think you
have none?

Nora . I assure you, Torvald, that is not and easy question to answer. I really don’t know. The thing
perplexes me altogether. I only know that you and 1 look at it in quite another thing from what I
supposed; but I find it impossible to convince myself that the law right. According to it a woman has
no right to spare her old dying father or save her husband’s life. I can’t belive that,

Helmer . You talk like a child. You don’t understand the conditions of the world in which you live.
Nora . No,I don’t. But now [ am going to try. I am going to see if I can make out who is right, the
worldor I .

Helmer . You are ill, Nora ; you are delirious; I almost think you are out of your mind.

Nora . I have never felt my mind so clear and certain as to-night.

Helmer . And is it with a clear and certain mind that you forsake your husband and your child?
Nora. Yesitis.

Helmer . Then there is only one possible explanation.

Nora . What is that ?

Helmer . You do not love me any more.

Nora . No, that is just it.

Helmer . Nora ! —and you can say that?
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Nora . It gives me great pain, Torvald, for you have always been so kind to me, but [ cannot help it. I
do not love you any more.

Helmer . Is that aq clear and certain conviction too?

Nora. Yes, absolutely clear and certain. That is the reason why I will not stay here any longer.
Helmer . and can you tell me what I have done to forfeit your love?

Nora . yes, indeed I can. It was to-night, when the wonderful thing did not happen; then I saw you
were not the man I had thought you.

Helmer . Explain yourself better-—1I don’t understand you.

Nora . I have waited so paitiently for eight years; for goodnc_ss knows, I knows, I knew very well that
wonderful things don’t happen every day. Then this horrible misfortune came upon me; and then I felt
quiet certain that wonderful thing was going to happen at last. When Krongstad’s letter was lying out
there, never for a moment did I imagine that you would consent to accept this man’s conditions. I was
absolutely certain that you would say to him: Publish the thing to the whole world. And when that was
done--—--

Helmer . Yes, what then?----when [ had exposed my wife to shame and disgrace?

Nora . When that was done, I was so absolutely certain,you would come forward and take everything

upon yourself,and say: I am the guilty one.
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Nora. But it was absolutely necessary that he should not kﬁow! My goodness,can’t you understand
that? It was necessary he should have no idea what a dangerous condition he was in . It was to me that
the doctors came and said that his life was in danger,and that the only thing to save him was to live in
the south. Do you suppose I didn’I try, first of all, to get what I wanted as if it were for myself? I told
him how much I should love to travel abroad like other young wives;! tried tears and entreaties with
him ; I told him that he ought to remember the condition I was in ,and that he ought to be kind and
indulgent to me; I even hinted that he might raise a loan. That nearly made him angry, Christine. He
said I was thoughtless,and that it was his duty as my husband not to indulge me in my whims and
caprices——- as I belive he called them. Very well I thought,you must be saved —- and that was how [
came to devise a way out of difficulty -—
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Nora . I mean that I was simply transferred from papa’s hand into yours. You arranged everything
according to your own teste,and so I got the same tastes as you----or else [ pretended to,I am really not
quite sure which---- I think sometimes the one and sometimes the other. When I look back on it,it
seems to me as if I had been living here like a poor woman——- just from hand to mounth. I have
existed merely to perform tricks for you,Torvald. But you would have it so. You and papa have
commited a great sin against me. It is your fault that I have made nothing of my life.
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Helmer . Don’t disturb me. Bought, did you say? All these things? Has my little spendthrift been
wasting money again?
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Mrs. Linde . Nora, Nora , haven’t you learnt sense yet? In our schools you were a great spendthrift.
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Helmer . You blind, foolish woman!
Nora. I must try and get some sense, Torvald.
Helmer . To desert your home, your husband and your children! And you don’t consider what people
will say!

Nora. I cannot consider that at all. I only know that it is necessary for me.
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Helmer . It’s shocking. This is how you would neglect your most sacred duties.

Nora . What do you consider my most sacred duties?

Helmer . Do I need to tell you that? Are they not your duties to your husband and your children?

Nora . I have other duties just as sacred.

Helmer . Before all else, you are a wife and a mother.

Nora. I don’t belive that any longer. I belive that before all else I am a resonable human being, just
as you are—--or,at all events, that I must try and become one. I know quiet well, Torvald, that most
people would think you right, and that views of that kind are to be found in books; but I can no longer
content myself with what most people say; or with what is found in books. I must think over things for
myself and get to understand them. |
Helmer . Can you not understand your place in your own home? Have you not a reliable guide in such
matters as that?---—-have you no religion?

Nora. [Iam afraid, Torvald, I do not exactly know what religion is.

Helmer . what are you saying?

Nora . Iknow nothing but what the clergyman said when I went to be confirmed. He told us that

riligion was this, and that, and the other. When I am away from all this, and am alone, I will look into

that matter too. I will see if what the clergyman said is true, or at all events if it is true for me.

Helmer . this is unheard of in 2 girl of your age! But if religion cannot lead you aright, let me try and

awaken youe conscience. I suppose you have some moral sense? Or----answer me----am I to think you

have none?

Nora . 1assure you, Torvald, that is not easy question to answer. I really don’t know .the thing

perplexes me altogether. I only know thst you and [ look at it in quite a different light. I am learning,

too, that the law is quite another thing from whaty I supposed ; but I find it impossible to convince
myself that the law is right. According to it woman has no right to spare her old dying father, or to
save her husband’s life. I can’t belive that.

Helmer . You talk like a child. You don’t understand the conditions of the world in which you live.

Nora. NoIdon’t. But now I am going to try. I am going to see if I can make out who is right, the

worldorI.
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Helmer . Now you have destroyed all my happiness. You have ruined all my future. It is horrible to
think of! I am in the power of an unscrupulous man; he can do what he likes with me, ask anything he
likes of me, give me any orders he pleases----I dare not refuse of a thoughtless woman!

Nora . when I am out of my way , you will be free.

Helmer . No fine speeches, please. Your father had always plenty of those ready, too. What good

would it be to me if you were out of the way,as you say ? Not the slightest. He can make the affair

known everywhere; and if he does, I may be falsely suspected of having been a party to your criminal

action. Very likely people will think I was behind it all --—- that it was I who prompted you! And I

have to thank you for all this---- you whom I have cherished during the whole of our married life. Do

you understand now what it is you have done for me?

Nora ( coldly and quietly ). Yes.
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Helmer ( standing by the lamp ) . I scarecely have the courage to do it. It may mean ruin for both of

us. No, I must know. ( Tears open the letter, runs his eye over a few lines, looks at a paper enclosed

and gives a shout of joy.) Nora !---- No, I must read it once again ----- . Yes, it is true! I am saved !

Nora, I am saved !

Nora.And1?
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Helmer . what do you say ?

Nora . I must stand quitet alone, if I am to understand myself and everything about me. It is for that

reason that I cannot remain with you any longer.

Helmer . Nora! Nora!

Nora . I am going away from here now, at once. I am sure Christine will take me in for the night—

Helmer . You are out of your mind! I won’t allow it I forbid you!

Nora. it is no use forbidding me anything any longer.i will take with me what belongs to myself. I

will take nothing from you, either now or later.

Helmer . What sort of madness is this!

Nora . To-morrow I shall go home---I mean, to my old home. It will be easiest for me to find

something to do there.

Helmer . You blind, foolish woman!

Nora. I must try and get some sense, Torvald.

Helmer . To desert your home, your husband and your children! And you don’t consider what people

will say!
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Nora . I assure you, Torvald, that is not an easy question to answer. I really don’t know. The thing
perplexes me altogether. I only know that you and I look at it in quite a different light. I am learning, too, that
the law is quite another thing from what I supposed; but I find it impossible to convince myself that the law is
right. According to it a woman has no right to spare her old dying father, or to save her husband’s life. I can’t
belive that.
Helmer. You talk like a child. You don’t understand the conditions of the world in which you live.
Nora. Noldon’t. But now I am going to try. I am going to see if I can make out who is right, the
worldorI.
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Helmer . What sort of an expression is that to use about our marriage?

Nora . 1 mean that I was simply transferred from papa’s hand into yours. You arranged everything

according to your own teste,and so I got the same tastes as you----or else I pretended to,I am really not

quite sure which—— I think sometimes the one and sometimes the other. When I look back on it,it

seems to me as if I had been living here like a poor woman---- just from hand to mounth. I have

existed merely to perform tricks for you,Torvald. But you would have it so. You and papa have

commited a great sin against me. It is your fault that I have made nothing of my life.

Helmer . How reasonable and how ungreateful you are, Nora! Have you not been happy here?
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Nora . No, I have never been happy. I thought I was,but it has never really been so.

Helmer . Not----not happy!

Nora . No,only merry. And you have always been so kind to me. But our home has been nothing but a
playroom. I have been your doll — wife , just as at home I was papa’s doll - child ; and here the
children have been my dolls. I thought it great fun when you played with me, just as they thought it
great fun when I played with them. That is what our marriage has been, Torvald.
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Mrs.Linde. I understand very well to what lengths a man like you might be driven by despair.
Krogstad . If I could only undo what have I done!

Mrs.Linde. You cannot. Your letter is lying in letter-box now.

Krogstad . Are you sure of that ?

Mrs.Linde, Quiet sure, but---

Krongstad . Is that what it all means ? ----that you want to save your friend at any cost? Tell me
frankly. Is that it?

Mrs.Linde. Nils, a woman who has once sold herself for another’s sake, doesn’t do it second time.

( il”lﬂ‘ﬂ‘l:ﬁ 91 : UNAUNUIVYOY 'Hﬂiiﬁ"l a taama‘s")
Nora . How can I tell 7 I have no idea what is going to become of me.
Helmer . But some day, Nora----some day?
Nora . Listen, torvald. I have heard that when a wife deserts her husband’s house, as I am doing now,
he is legally freed from all abligations towards her. In any case I set you free from all your obligations.
You are not to feel yourself bound in the slightest way any more than i shall. There must be perfect
freedom on both sides. See here is your ring back. Give me mine.

( 11017 88 — 89 : UMAUMNVDA UBTA1 UAT (BaNBY)
Helmer . This is unheard of in a girl of your age! But if religion cannot lead you aright, let me try and
awaken your conscience. I soppose you have some moral sense? Or-—-answer me---am I to think you

have none?
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Nora . | assure you, Torvald, that is not and easy question to answer. I really don’t know. The thing
perplexes me altogether. I only know that you and I look at it in quite another thing from what I
supposed; but I find it impossible to convince myself that the law right. According to it a woman has

no right to spare her old dying father or save her husband’s life. I can’t belive that.

4
( 910HYA 85 — 86 : UNAUNUIVEY HOTA U 19aleT )

Nora . That is just it; you have never understood me. I have_ been greatly wronged, Torvald—first by
papa and then by you.

Helmer . What! By us two—-by us two, who have loved you better than anyone ¢lse in the world?
Nora . You have never loved me. You have only thought it pleasant to be in love with me.

Helmer . Nora, what do I hear you saying?

Nora . It is perfectly true, Torvald. When I was at home with papa, he told me his opinion about
everything,and so I had the same opinions: and if I differed from him I concealed the fact, because he
would not have liked it. He called me his doll-child,and he played with me just as I used to play with
my dolls and when I came to live with you—

Helmer . What sort of an expression is that to use about our marriage?

Nora . I mean that [ was simply transferred from papa’s hand into yours. You arranged everything
according to your own teste,and so I got the same tastes as you——-or else I pretended to,] am really not
quite sure which---- I think sometimes the one and sometimes the other. When I look back on it,it
seems to me as if I had been living here like a poor woman— just from hand to mounth. I have
existed merely to perform tricks for you,Torvald. But you would have it so. You and papa have
commited a great sin against me. It is your fault that I have made nothing of my life.

Helmer . How reasonable and how ungreateful you are, Nora! Have you not been happy here?

Nora . No, I have never been happy. I thought I was,but it has never really been so.

Helmer . Not--—not happy!

Nora . No,only merry. And you have always been so kind to me. But our home has been nothing but a
playroom. I have been your doll — wife , just as at home 1 was papa’s doll — child ; and here the
children have been my dolls. I thought it great fun when you played with me, just as they thought it
great fun when I played with them. That is what our marriage has been, Torvald.

Helmer . There is some truth in what you say—exagerated and strained as your view of it is. But for
the future it shall be different. Playtime shall be over, and lesson-time shall begin.

Nora . Whose lessons? Mine, or the children’s?
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Helmer . Both yours and the children’s,my daring Nora.

Nora . Alas, Torvald, you are not the man to educate me into begin a proper wife for you.

Helmer . And you can say that!

Nora . And I ----how I am I fitted to bring up the children?

Helmer . Nora!

Nora . Didn’t you say yourself a little while ago---that you dare not trust me to bring them up?
Helmer . In a moment of anger! Why you don’t pay any heed to that?

Nora . Indeed, you were perfectly right. I am not fit for the task. There is another task I must
undertake first. I must try and educate myself---—-you are not the man to help me in that. I must do that

for myself. And that is why I am going to leav you now.
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Nora . It is perfectly true, Torvald. When I was at home with papa, he told me his opinion about
everything,and so I had the same opinions: and if I differed from him I concealed the fact, because he
would not have liked it. He called me his doll-child,and he played with me just as [ used to play with
my dolls and when I came to live with you--—-
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Nora . The letter----No! Torvald, no!
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Helmer . Two cards----of Rank’s.
Helmer . Doctor Rank. They were on the top. He must have put them in when he went out.
Nora . Is there anything written on them ?
Helmer . There is black cross over the name. Look there----what an uncomfortable idea! It looks as if
he were announcing his own death.
Suwmmaumnidnanieamneusndud iie imasudnivFedFuSouailon
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Nora ( hanging on his neck ) . Good-night, Torvald--Good-_night!
Helmer ( kissing her on the forehead ) . Good-night, my little singing bird. Sleep sound, Nora. Now I
will read my letter through.
[ He takes his letters and goes into his room, shutting the door after him .]
Nora ( gropes distractedly about, seizes Helmer’s domino throws in round her, while she says in
quick, hoarse, spasmodic whispers ) . Never to see him again. Never! Never! ( Puts her shawl over her
head. ) Never to see my children again either----never again. Never! Never!----Ah! the icy, black
water—the unfathomable depths----If only it were over ! He has got it now---—now he is reading it.
Good- bye, Torvald and my children !
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Scene.— A room furnished comfortably and tastefully, but not extravagantly, At the back, a door to
the right leads to the entrance hall, another to the left leads to Helmer’s study. Between the doors
stands a piano. In the middle of the left hand wall is a door,and beyond it a window. Near the window
are a round table, armchairs and a small sofa. In the right-hand wall, at the farther end, another door;
and on the same side, nearer the footlights, a stove, two easy chairs and a rocking-chair; between the
stove and the door, a small table. Engravings on the wall; a cabinet with china and other small objects;
a small book-case with well-bound books. The floors are carpeted, and a fire burns in the stove. It is

winter.

(M 9 : UNAEMUIIEHIN BuA HU HBT)

Mrs. Linde (in a dejected and timid voice ) . How do you do, Nora?

Nora (doubtfully ) . How do you do —---

Mrs. Linde. You don’t recognise me, I suppose.

Nora . No, I don’t know---yes, to be sure, I seem to---— ( Suddenly ) Yes! Christine! Is it really you ?
Mrs. Linde . Yes, itis 1.

Nora . Christine ! To think of my not recognising you! And yet how could I ---- ( In gentle voice.)
How you have altered. Christine!

(2111 9 : UNAUNITENIN Bud TU HedT)

Mrs. Linde . Nora, Nora, haven’t you learnt sense yet? In our schooldays you were a great
spendthrift.

Nora (laughing ) . Yes, that is what Torvald says now ( Wag her finger at her.) But * Nora, Nora “ is
it not so silly as you think. We have not been in position for me to waste money. We have both had to
work.

Mrs. Linde . You too ?

( i'lﬂ'ﬂ‘l:l"l 79 : UNTUNUIYOY Nﬂi‘ﬂ"l flaz naama{)

Nora ( hanging on his neck ) . Good-night, Torvald—-Good-night!

Helmer ( kissing her on the forehead ) . Good-night, my little singing bird. Sleep sound, Nora. Now I
will read my letter through.

[ He takes his letters and goes into his room, shutting the door after him .]

Nora ( gropes distractedly about, seizes Helmer’s domino throws in round her, while she says in
quick, hoarse, spasmodic whispers ) . Never to see him again. Never! Never! ( Puts her shaw! over her
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head. ) Never to see my children again either---—-never again. Never! Never!----Ah! the icy, black
water—the unfathomable depths—--If only it were over ! He has got it now-—-now he is reading it.

Good- bye, Torvald and my children.
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(nn3h 9 : IMasnTEI N Aud fU HedT)

Mrs. Linde . Nora, Nora, haven’t you learnt sense yet? In our schooldays you were a great

spendthrift.

Nora (laughing ) . Yes, that is what Torvald says now ( Wag her finger at her.) But “ Nora, Nora “ is

it not so silly as you think. We have not been in position for me to waste money. We have both had to

work.

Mrs. Linde . You too ?
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The same scene.~--- The Chrismas Tree is in the comer by piano, stripped of its ornaments and with
burnt-down candle-ends on its dishevelled branches. Nora’s cloak and hat are lying on the sofa. She is

alone in the room , walking about uneasily. She stops by sofa and takes up her cloak.
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Nora . There is a shilling. No, keep the change. ( The Porter thanks her, and goes out. Nora shuts the
door. She is laughing to herself, as she takes off her hat and coat. She takes a packet of macaroons
from her pocket and eats one or two; then goes cautiously to her husband’s door and listens. )

[ Still humming she goes to the table on the right ]
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Mrs. Linde . Nora, Nora, haven’t you learnt sense yet? In our schooldays you were a great
spendthrift.

Nora (laughing ) . Yes, that is what Torvald says now ( Wag her finger at her.) But “ Nora, Nora “ is
it not so silly as you think. We have not been in position for me to waste money. We have both had to
work.

Mrs. Linde . You too ?

@eefidaonamiloy niensmga Aeldnuddavesiiazasaniimsaruiey wie fams
M3y

Mrs. Linde . Do you mean never to tell him about it 7

Nora . (meditatively, and with a half smile ) Yes ----someday, perhaps, after many years, when I am
no longer as nice looking as I am now. Don’t laugh at me! I mean, of course, when Torvald is no
longer as devoted to me as he is now; when my dancing and dressing —up and reciting have palled on
him ; then it may be a good thing to have something in reserve=------- ( Breaking off.) What
nonsense! That time will never come. Now, what do you think of my great secret, Christine? Do you
still think I am of no use? I can tell you, too, that this affair has caused me a lot of worry. It has been
by no means easy for me to meet my engagements punctually. I may tell you that there is something
that is called, in business, quarterly interest, and another thing called payment in instalments, and it is
always so dreadfully difficult to manage them. I have had to save a little here and there, where I could,
you understand. I have not been able to put aside much from my housekeeping money, for Torvald
must have a good table. I couldn’t let my children be shabbily dressed; I have felt obliged to use up all
he gave me for them, the sweet little darlings!

dodudnuuzvesdnsamindodumaya uanuddnfunneafieenly

Neora . Christine ! To think of my not re cognising you! And yet how could I ---- ( In a gentle voice.)
How you have altered. Christine !

Mrs.Linde . Yes, I have indeed. In nine, ten long years-----
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HRIULNATATNUsERUSIAS Henrik Ibsen

- Catilina ,1850

- Sankthanshatten < St John's Night ,1853 >

- Kjoempehojen < The Burial Mound , 1854 >

- Fru fngger til Osteraad < Lady inger, 1855 >

- Gildet paa Solhoug < The Feast at Solhoug , 1856 >
- Olaf Liljekrans , 1857

- Hoemoendene Paa Helgeland < The Vikings at Helgeland ,1857 >
- Kjoelighedens Komedie < Love's Comedy ,1862 >
- Kongsemnerne < The Pretenders ,1863 >

- Brand ,1866

- Peer Gynt , 1867

- De Unges Forbund < The League of Youth ,1889 >
- Kejser og Galiloeer < Emperor and Galilean ,1873 >
- Samfundets Stctter < Pillars of Society ,1877 >

- Et folkefiends < An Enemy of the People ,1882 >

- Vildanden < The Wild Duck ,1884 >

- Rosmersholm ,1885-1886

- Fruen fra Havet < The Lady From the Sea , 1888 >

- Henda Gabler ,1850

- Bygmester Solness < The Master Builder ,1892 >

- Lille Eyolf < Litlle Eyolf ,1894 >

- John Gabriel Borkman ,1896

- Naar vi Dode Vaagner < When We Dead Awaken ,1900
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