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The purposes of this research were (1) to collect the
information on the local villagers who lived at the sea in Phuket
Province, and (2) to survey the opinions of these villagers and
(3} the opinions of the community workers. The data would be
useful in the planning and implementing of the nonformal education
programs.

The sample consisted of "sea people" from 4 communities
in Phuket. Four techniques were employed in the data collection :
literature study, nonstructured interviews of 60 villagers,
opinion surveying of 20 community workers, and observing and
visiting the communities. The data, both qualitative and guanti-
tative, were finally analized and synth;sized.

The findings were as follow :

1. Community Conditions.There were 397 families in all the
4 fishing villages, with the total population of 1979, 54 per cent
male and 46 female. The average members of each family were 5. No
single family-had.their own land. They, therefore, built their
simple homes on the land belongs to the landlords. They earned
their living by fishing and then sold their catches to the landlords
in low price in order compensate for the rents About 90% of the
households had no toilet. 80% of the adults exhibited some forms
of skin infection due to insufficient skin care.

The problems occurred among these villages considered as
serious by the village committee were acquiring land title deeds, the
conditions of their homes, the sources of fresh water, making a

living, and limited waters for fishing, respectively.



2. The Villagers Opinions.

2.1 Education. The following figures reflected
their opinions on education : 70% illiterate, 63% viewing reading
and writing as an essential part of life and showing their interest
in reading and writing, 62% showing interest in sending their
children to school. About 7% of the subjects visited the village
reading centers regularly. The problems of the reading centers
included the fact that the newspapers were not available and some
villagers often took the reading centers for the afternoon naps.
Approximately 40% of the subjects listened to the radio regﬁlarly.
Their favorite programs were songs, local news and stories. For
T.V. viewing, 37% watched T.V. daily, The T.V. programs favoured
by these people included long stories, movies,.sports/boxing, songs
and news respectively.

2.2 Health. 87% reported that the children in the
villages were in good health ; 78% viewed themsélves as in good
health ; 97% used to receive health services ; 98% reported to
have interest in learning about health. When they were sick, 77%
reported to take their own medication while 20% went to health
stations or hospitals. For family size, 65% reported that each
family should have 3 - 4 children.

2.3 Problems in their Village and Family. Their

problems were ranked according to the frequency as follow :
restriction in fishing waters, unownership of the land, low
incomes and lack of fresh water. The villagers collectively

showed the following problems : lower incomes, unownership of



the land, lack of fresh water, restricted territorial waters for
fishing, illiteracy among the villagers and lack of public

utitities.

2.4 The Needs for Aids from Government. These included
provision of living quarters, land appropriation, fresh water and
freedom in fishing.

They would like the Provincial Nonformal Education
Center to provide them the programs in music or recreation, moving
pictures, vocational training, organization of interest groups
and other traininé programs. The vocational training programs
to be organized by the center for them included dress making, hair
dressing, beauty making, small engine repair, cooking, wood craft
and handicraft.

3. Opinions of the Working Staff. The following activities

were suggested by the community workers : government workers
getting to know more about these villagers, vocational training
programs having market value locally, villagers being education
in all essential aspects, interest groups in fishing be organized,

and trust being created for the villagers.
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