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Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intrarasunancn,

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

~ The study of Klong Puja Ensemble in Lamphun Pro;/ince had 2 purposes.

1. To study Klong Puja Ensembles in Lamphun Province.

2. To study the cultural strengths of Klong Puja Ensembles in Lamphun Province.

The study was implemented by collecting related academic documents and
interviews which could be concluded as follow.

Klong Puja or Klong Pu Cha has been an important drum in sociai way of life of the
Lanna people since the old days. In the past, Klong Pu Cha beatings were performed only
in religious ceremonies as offerings to Buddha, and as warning signals of important events
to the community. Klong Puja can be counted as the medium between Wat and
community. This kind of Klong is found in Laotian descents, espec.EaHy in the provinces:
Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Prae, Phayao, Nan, Lamphun, Lam‘pang; and those in the Northern
region. The Klong Puja Ensemble consists of 1. Klong Puja, 2. Klong-luk-icep, 3. Klong-
talodpod (cylindrical drum), 4. Gong-ui (large gong), 5. Gong-yong (middle gong), 6. S-wa
(large cymbals). Klong Puja was made of hard wood, about 120 inch long and 24-26 inch
diameter, with cow skin heads. The small Klong is about 20 inch long and 10-14 inch
diameter with only one cow skin head. The Klong Puja Ensemble has Ho Klong (Drum
tower) where Klongs are hanged or put on the stands at the same height of the beaters.
Klong Luk Toop are bound beside Klong Puja. The head of the drum stick is covered or
wound with cloth. The size of the drum sticks varies according to the size of Klong. Two or
more beaters performed Klong beating. The songs or melodies performed include 1. Suer-
kob-tu (tiger biting a mank), 2. Sao-lab-ter, 3. Long-nan, 4. Tueng-yang (Puja}.

In building Klong Puje, the wood which gets along well and stands in the favorable
direction with the Wat will be chosen based on the Phum-nam-takka legend. The name of
the Wat, date or year of Wat construction will also be taken into account in order to get

favorable Klong Puja. The materials for building Klong Puja consist of: 1. Hard wood such as



rose wood, red wood, sharea obitusa wood. 2. Skin for drum heads such as cow skin as it is
more flexible and durabie than other kinds of skin. 3. Instrument, most are general carpenter
instrument. Procedures for Klong Puja building are as follow.

1. Lofting. An axe is used to blaze the wood to get a rough drum model.

2. Lathing. Lathing is used in making Klong Luk Toop which is smali enough to
work with.

3. Reaming internal drum body. Chisel, axe, hammer, are used to make the hollow
body of about 4-5 inch thickness for putting a ring for the drum hanging.

4, Punching an air hole of about 3 inch diameter covered with perforated copper
sheet for internal air ventilation of the drum.

5. Klong heart in which hanged bael fruit containing amulet.

6. Making drumhead. Cow or buffalo skin are popular for drumhead because of its
large size and durgbility. The skin is washed clean and scaked overnight in ground mixtures
of chilly leaves and greater galangal. Then the skin is wound on the head and hammered
until it fits which takes about 1 — 2 months. The skin will be pinned until it is as tight as
needed and then nailed and detail decorated.

According to the transfer of Klong Puja beating, schools invite experts to teach. In
some villages the experts are monks or the villagers who are able to beat the drum. In the
censervation side, Lamphun Province had implemented promotions, conservations, and
knowledge distribution on Klong' Puja. Accordingly, activities regarding Klong Puja were
managed; Klong Puja beating competitions were arranged both in Lamphun Province and
nearby provinces in order to be guidelines for further conservations and cultural transfers.

The 8 characteristics which include Thai living, love studying, seeking knowledge,
forming values, accumulating ideals, culture inheritance, remembrance of Customs,' and
good religious things are counted to be important factors of the roles on the analytical study
of the cultural strengths of Klong Puja beating in Lamphun Province. The analyses could be
concluded that the cultural strengths of Lamphun and Lanna people still exist perfectly. 1t
might not be as perfect as the original culture but has been continuously practiced
according to the inheritance from their ancestors. Some cultures have been adapted to fit

the present social and Lanna way of life. Also, Klong Puja in Lamphun Province has taken



part in promoting Buddhism beliefs and faith of Lamphun and Lanna people in the Northern
region. Although modern technologies have changed and reduced the roles and functions
of Klong Puja , the Lanna people in Lamphun Province and in the Northern Region jointly
improved, developed, promoted, conserved, and distributed Klong Puja beating culture
and Klong Puja Ensembles so that it is well-known to the people at large. The roles and
j‘unctions of Kiong Puja Ensembles have been adapted to fit the present conditions and
Lanna society. That preserves the art and culture and customs which have been inherited
as the identity of Thai Lanna to the next generations and maintain with the cultural way of life

of Lanna.
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