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Abstract

JintanaPuttamata.(2012).A Study of Speed Reading and Reading Comprehension Efficiency
of International Students Enrolling in a Thai Language Course in the 2011 Academic Year in
the Academic — Cooperation Program at the Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot

University

The purpose of “A Study of Speed Reading and Reading Comprehension Efficiency of
International students Enrolling in a Thai Language Course in the 2011 Academic Year in the
Academic €ooperation Program at the Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University” is
to suggest guidelines for teaching speed reading and reading comprehension efficiency skills
to foreign students and for developing those skills for foreign students studying Thai

Language.

The sample group and population consist of 27 students from Japan, the Republic of

China, and Korea. They are intended population.

The resutt shows that the students’ average speed of reading is between 1.85 - 2.44
minutes. The reading test that takes the least time is Reading Test 5. In this test, the
students are asked to identify the word that uses the same ending sound as the one in the
guestion. The average speed is 1.85 minutes. The test that takes the longest time is the
test on reading 5-digit numbers. The average speed is 2.44 minutes. By using F-test, the
result of the analysis of the difference in the students’ reading speed for 6 different tests

shows the statistically significant difference of .01.

As for the study of the students’ reading comprehension efficiency, the test designed
by a graduate student majoring in Teaching Thai as Foreign Language is used. This test has
been revised and undergone the evaluation and defense process, and has passed the
research criteria for its efficiency. The test consists of 6 topics: Thai family, Temple and Thai
Ways of Living, Songkran Day, Nang Nak Phrakhanong, Royal Ploughing ceremony, and Krai
Thong. It is found that on the Royal Ploughing ceremony topic, the student’s pre and post-
class reading comprehension efficiency shows the statistically significant difference of .01.
There are no statistically significant differences among other topics. When compares the
students’ pre and post-class reading comprehension efficiency, it is found that the students’
pre-class reading speed is longer than their post-class speed, with the statistically significant

difference of .01 on all topics.
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