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AN ANALYSIS OF THE LIBRETTO IN CLSSICAL DANCE DRAMAS

BY KING RAMA VI

AN ABSTRACT
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at Srinakharinwirot University

May 1996



The purpose of the thesis was to analyze the aesthetics of
the librettos found in the classical drama composed hy King Rama VI.
Diction and figures of speech were analyzed. The results of the
research show that the diction was used in appropriate context. For
example the diction in informal or vulgar language was used in
accordance wiéh the roles of the characters. Moreover, the king had
a method to coin new words so that he could clearly convey to his
audience.

He also used compound words and repetition to add beautiful
sounds and meanings to the librettos. Regarding repetitions, he
used a Thai repetition marker to emphasize the meaning of a word.
Puns were also found. And a variety of words meaning the zame
were also used, but not very frequently., 1In term of figures of
gspeech, imagery such as metaphors, hyperboles and rhetorical

questions were found, but similes were uged the most frequently.
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