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The research on Music of Yao Hilltribe: A Case Study of Ban Klong Toei, Tambon
Khlong Lan Phatthana, Kamphaeng Phet Province is a study in the aspect of
ethnomusicology focusing on the music and music-orientated cuiture passed down from
generation to generation, and the music affected by external influences. This research relies
primarily on the field information and secondarily on information from relevant documents,
textbooks and related research. The purposes of the study were:
1) To investigate the generality of communities and musical culture related to
the Yao hilitribe at Ban Klong Toei, Khlong Lan District, Kamphaeng Phet
Province; and

2) To study the music of the Yao hilltribe at Ban Klong Toei, Khlong Lan
Disrict, Kamphaeng Phet Province.

The findings revealed that the area where the research was conducted used
to be plain valley. It was later allocated to the migrating hilltribe people as places for their
dwelling and making a living. At present Ban Khlong Toei has been much developed in
various aspects. Many government and private units and organizations are located in this
area. The people there have been given Thai nationality and identity cards, as well as
having the same equal right as a Thai citizen.

Musical culture has been passed on for a long time by oral transfer and
memorization. Music is generally used in three main rituals, for instance, mairiage rite in full
form, funeral rite, and New Year celebration. The musical instruments used in these rites are
classified into two categories: 1) wind instruments e.g. Yad (double reed); 2) percussion
instruments e.g. Yo, Tonglor, and Chaojoei. Yad is the Only one instrument playing melody;
white Yo, Tonglor, and Chaojoei are for rhythm. Two kinds of ensemble are the one that uses

all four kinds of musical instruments, and the on that uses only percussion instruments. The




musicians are over 40 years of age, being farming employees and traders. When playing
music for rituals and rites, the musicians will dress up in their tribe costumes, especially the
one who plays Yad.

Two kinds of songs among the Yao hilliribe are instrumental music and vocal music.
There are only 11 songs for instrumental music used for rites. On the analysis of the song
structure, it was found out that all of them were in the unitary form and monophony. The
unique identity of its phoneme system is quite similar to the mode system of western music.
Passing notes were found being used in playing almost all phrases of the songs because
musicians have freedom in piayin'g. Percussion instruments do not play much rote in the
songs. They are played only as the accompaniment to Yad. As for vocal music, two types of
song were found out: original and novel. Original sengs are sung without musical instrument
and used for blessing on various occasions. Novel songs, influenced by Thai societies, are
newly written to correspond with the present societies by following the melody model of

folk music and popular music.
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