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Tanin Tipayang. (2008). The Study of the Government's Public Hygiene Measures in
Bangkok in the Period of 1897-1932. Master thesis, M.A. (History). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assist. Prof.

Chaovalee Chongprasert, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chakrit Choomwattana.

The Objectives of this research were to study the government’s public hygiene
regulation and its rationale in Bangkok in the period of 1897-1932, as well as to show the
consequences and problems of the hygiene procedure occurred during the time frame.

The study indicated the government’s rationale for public hygiene regulation: to
support the social modernization, to stop the complaints about the cleanliness of Bangkok,
and to prevent the widespread of bubonic plague. The government had initiated public
hygiene measures by assigning the sanitation department and ministry of Bangkok
metropolitan at the time to impose the regulations on garbage disposal. The staffs were
sent to clean public areas, which the private organization was later contracted to do the job.
Roads were built for the convenience of maintaining public hygiene standards while
students were cultivated the importance of personal hygiene.

As the consequences of the government’s measures, the maintenance of public
hygiene was systematized, many new roads were built and stray dogs were disposed.
However, such measures also caused negative effects. The failure to have all public areas
cleaned caused contaminating dirtiness while the filling of canals to prevent dirtiness
resulted in insufficient water supply. In addition, many hygienic problems did arise. That is,
the government could not maintain the hygiene public standard throughout the entire
metropolitan area. Some organization and people did not cooperate in the hygiene

procedures, while the staffs lacked modern equipment and safety in doing their job.
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