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The purposes of this research were to investigate opinions of
the group—tﬁtors towards the indicators of general nonformal education
quality of the distance learning program for the upper secondary level
in the Central Region, in three aspects, namely student, teacher, and
material; to compare the opinions of the group-tutors as classified by
gender, age, educational qualification, and group-tutors experience;
and to collect additional suggestions related.

The sample consisted of 402 group-tutors of general nonformal
education of the distance learning program for the upper secondary
level in the Central Region in Academic Year 1997 (B.E. 2340). The
sample were chosen through the multi-stage random sampling technique.
The instrument used for collecting data was the rating-scale
questionnaire. The statistics used for analyzing the data were
percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, and Newman
Keuls’ Method.

The main research findings were summarized as follows:-

1. The group-tutors had opinions towards the indicators of
general nonformal education quality of the distance learning program
as a whole and in individual aspects at a high level.

2. The group-tutors had opinions towards the indicators of
general nonformal education quality in the student aspect at a
moderate level on inviting resource persons who were Buddhist monks
or outstanding persons to give lectures on morality and ethics to
students, most students being unable to attend the group meetings

as scheduled and asking for re-scheduling, providing free remedial



teaching for weak students in some occasions, and providing
diversified group meetings to solve learning problems of weak
students; in the teacher aspect on the supervisors from the Central
Office going out to visit the group meetings for guidance assistance;
and in the material aspect on requesting book donation from the former
students, and coordination for book donation from various networks.

3. The group-tutors with different genders had opinions
towards the indicators of general nonformal education as a whole
and in all three individual! aspects with no statistically significant
difference.

4. The group-tutors with different ages had opinions towards
the indicators of general nonformal education as a whole and in all
three individual aspects with statisticaliy significant difference
at the .05 level.

3. The group-tutors with different educational gqualifications
had gpinions towards the indicators of general nonformal education as
a whole and in all three individual aspects with no statistically
significant difference.

6. The group-tutors with different group-tutor experiences had
opinions towards the indicators of general nonformal education as a
whole and in all three individual aspects with no statistically
significant difference.

7. The group-tutors had additional suggestions in the student
aspect that the criterion on group meeting be less than 80%, there be

the criterion on dressing of the students, and the exam schedule not



being on the official or important holidays; in the teacher aspect
that the group-tutors be assigned on the aptitude basis, indicators
on morality and ethics of the group-tutors be added, and inservice
training on adult psychology and learning be provided for the
group-tutoers; and in the material aspect that the indicators on
satelliite, radio, and video be added, the district nonformal
education services centers conducting inservice training for the
group-tutors on implementing and producing materials, and providing

expensive and rare material for the group-tutors to borrow for use.
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