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Yuji Furuhashi. (2015). Role of Women and Men in Thai and Japanese Proverbial
Expressions: An Analytical Study. Master thesis, M.A.(Thai). Bangkok: Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Associate Professor

Phakasri Yenbutra.

This dissertation aimed to analyze and compare of the roles of women and men in
Thai and Japanese proverbial expressions obtained from 9 Thai books about proverbial
expressions and 9 Japanese books about proverbial expressions. The proverbial
expressions selected for this study were included in 3 or more Thai and Japanese books.
The data collection consisted of 90 Thai and 170 Japanese proverbial expressions related to
the role of women and men, which were analyzed and categorized into 3 groups, including
(1) the role of women (2) the role of men (3) the role of the relationships between women and
men.

The findings indicated that (1) 40 Thai proverbial expressions about women reflected
the role of women with no status or status such as an unmarried woman, a wife, a mother
and a widow (2) 27 Thai proverbial expressions about men reflected the role of men with no
status or status such as an elderly man, a son and a husband (3) 23 Thai proverbial
expressions about the relationships between women and men showed the role of the
relationship between husband-wife, between women-men.

In terms of the role of women and men in Japanese proverbial expressions, the
findings revealed that (1) 87 Japanese proverbial expressions about women reflected the
role of women with no status or status such as a daughter, a wife, a mother, a widow, a
mother-in-law and a daughter-in-law (2) 44 Japanese proverbial expressions about men
reflected the role of men with no status or status such as a son-in-law, a husband and a
father (3) 39 Japanese proverbial expressions about the relationships between women and
men showed the role of the relationship between husband-wife, between women-men.

In the analytical study of the roles of women and men in Thai and Japanese
proverbial expressions, the findings revealed that both Thai and Japanese phrases were
similar in that they reflected the roles of women rather than those of men, the feminine and

masculine concept and the significance of the role of wives and husbands. However, the



differences were that the Thai expressions underlined the role of unmarried women, which
were not mentioned in Japanese expressions. On the other hand, The Japanese
expressions highlighted the role of fathers, sons-in-law and the relationship between
mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law which were not evident in Thai expressions. Besides,
The Japanese expressions demonstrated the roles of couples, the husbands tended to work
at an office, while wives possibly worked at home, and the role of husbands and wives was
separated based on their gender, while the Thai expressions illustrated that couples

seemed to earn a living together without a separation of roles.
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