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The purpose of this study was to compare Phrapariyatidhamma School;
General Education Department novices’ achievement and critical thinking
through the instructional methods based on the Noble Truth and the Teacher’s
Manual.

The sample in this study consisted of 80 novices in
Phrapariyatidhamma School ; General Education Department, Wang Noi district,
Ayuthaya, during the first semester of 1999 academic year. Fourty novices
were randomly divided in the the experimental and control groups. The
Experimental group was instructed through the instructional methods base on
the Nobel Truth and control group was taught through the method in the
Teacher’s’Manual. It took sixteen 50-minute-periods of experiment. Both
groups were taught by the same content. The Randomized Control Group
Pretest-Posttest Design was used in the study.

The research instrument were the achievement test in social studies
with reliability of 0.80 and the critical thinking test with reliability of 0.76. The
t-test (Difference Score) was used for data analysis.

The results of this study revealed that the achievement in learning
social studies of the experimental and control group was significantly different
at the .01 level. But the Critical Thinking Ability between the experimental

group and the control group was not significantly different.
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