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Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof. Dr. Nuntana Wongthai

The purpose of this research is to study the metaphorical expressions used in Thai
newspapers reporting the 2014 World Cup and the Thai Football League and analyze the
conceptual metaphor of football games found in Thai newspapers. The analysis is based on
the conceptual metaphor theory (Lakoff; & Johnson. 1980, 1999, 2003), (Kovecses. 2002)
and critical metaphor analysis (Chateris-Black. 2005). The data were collected from 4 sport
newspapers: Siamsport, Star soccer, Sportsman and Sportpool from May 1 — July 31.
The total number of newspapers is 368.

The results found that the metaphorical expressions used in reporting both the
2014 World Cup and Thai Football League news reflect 9 conceptual metaphors:
1. [FOOTBALL IS FIGHTING] 2. [FOOTBALL IS A JOURNEY] 3. [FOOTBALL IS THE SKY]
4. [FOOTBALL IS A PERFORMANCE] 5. [FOOTBALL IS OTHER KINDS OF SPORTS]
6. [FOOTBALL IS FOOD] 7. [FOOTBALL IS AN EDUCATION] 8. [FOOTBALL IS
BUSINESS/FINANCE] 9. [FOOTBALL IS LOVE]

The critical analysis of the conceptual metaphors reflects 3 views: 1. Modern
warfare from the conceptual metaphor [FOOTBALL IS FIGHTING], 2. Passion from
the conceptual metaphors [FOOTBALL IS OTHER KINDS OF SPORTS], [FOOTBALL IS A
PERFORMANCE], [FOOTBALL IS FOOD], [FOOTBALL IS LOVE], [FOOTBALL IS A
JOURNEY], [FOOTBALL IS AN EDUCATION], 3. Fame from the conceptual metaphor
[FOOTBALL IS THE SKY].
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Hana12 N3 18LEN91 [N15lAkENAaRIASIN] Yida [ARGUMENT IS WAR] #ail

Your claims are indefensible.

He attacked every weak pointin my argument.

His criticisms were right on target.

| demolished his argument.

I've never won an argument with him.
You disagree? Okay, shoot!

If you use that strategy, he’ll wipe you out.

He shot down all of my arguments.

(Lakoff; & Johnson. 2003: 4)
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We aren’t going anywhere.

The relationship is foundering.

It's been a bumpy road.
We're made a lot of headway.

We're at a crossroads.

(Kovecses. 2002: 7)
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[LOVE IS A JOURNEY]

Source: JOURNEY Target: LOVE

The travelers — the lovers

The vehicle — the love relationship itself
The journey - events in relationship

The distance covered —_— the progress made

The obstacles encountered e the difficulties experienced
Decisions about which way to go — choice(s) about what to do
The destination of the journey — the goal(s) of the relationship

(Kovecses. 2002: 7)
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[THEORIES ARE BUILDINGS]

The theory needs more support.

The theory will stand or fall on the strength of that argument.
They exploded his latest theory.

We will show that theory to be without foundation.

So far we have put together only the framework of the theory.

(Lakoff; & Johnson. 2003: 46)
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[SAD IS DOWN] A9p28814

[HAPPY IS UP] and [SAD IS DOWN]
I'm feeling up.
You're in highspirits.
I'm feeling down.
My spirits sank.
(Lakoff; & Johnson. 2003: 15)
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[THE MIND IS A BRITTLE OBJECT]
Her ego is very fragile.

You have to handle him with care since his wife’s death.

He broke under cross-examination.
She is easily crushed.

The experience shattered him.

I'm going to pieces.
He mind snapped.

(Lakoff; & Johnson. 2003: 28)
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Conceptual Key; SPORT IS A STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

!

Conceptual Metaphors; SPORT IS WAR (GENERIC)

N

FOOTBALL IS WAR RUGBY IS WAR (SPECIFIC) etc.

!

METAPHORS

(Charteris-Black. 2004: 129)
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