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Educational policies and the extension of compulsory education
in Thailand during B.E. 2503 = 2520 are the two of very components in
Thaj educational history. This 1s because such period was the beginning
of extending unmiversal compulsory education from 4 to 7 years.

In addition there was a major change in the administration of
e%ementary education. That was the transfer of the executing power of
the elementary school from the Ministry of Education to the Provincial
Admindstretion Authority. This change was the turning point which
affected the admimatrative process and the outcome of the extension
of compulsory education plan later on.

This thesis was designed to imvestegate three factoral compoments,
First, is the study of the rationale in formulating govermment policy in
administering education and in extending compulsory education as prescribed
in fhe National Education Scheme, and the Educational Development Plan,

, The g9udy also aims at analyzing the rationale and govermment policy
which bore the impact on rural elementaryaeducation development until
present time. Secondary 1s the analysis of the goverrment strategies
and plan with the emphasis on-the critacal study of the transfer of

the executing power of elementary schools from the Ministry of Education
to the Provincial Admmstration Authority. Thirdly is the analysis of
the cutcome of elementary school admimstration especially the investa~
gation of problems and measures to solve them with regard to extending
compolsory under the darection of the Ministry of Education during B.E,

2506 = 2509 and under the Provincial Admmistration Authority duraing
B.Eo 2510 - 2520



The interested finding of this study 1s that the outcome of
extendang compulsory education in Thailand during the period of 14
years (B.E. 2506 - 2520) di1d not reach the goal as 1t had been planned.
This 1s because the goverment wos unable +o extend compulsory education
to every district. The main problems are mainly due to the obstacles
concerning eccnomic, political and manpower situations. Moreover, the
octher problems are stemmed from the lack of umity in educational
admnistration resulting in weak planming and poor co=ordination omong
govermment agencles responsible for elementary schools. Such weaknesses
bear the direct impact on inefficiency of educational management which
directly offect -low guaolity of educotional standard at this level
-~ the bosic education for the mass of Thai population ta11l

nevadays.
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A1l systems and rules and syllabus really so much vaste
paper, and worse still-waste of time, 1f they do not
succeed in producing the sort of citizens we want for
our Country.,.whabt I want is that Educataion should mean

the turning of a boy into 2 fine young man and a good

citizen, not to crush out all indivaduality under the

werght of Syllabus and System1
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