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This research was aimed at compiling Ghinese loanwords from the
Fukienese dialect used in the current Thai dialect of Phuket. The loanwords
vere analyzed and classifiéd according to word formation, word meaning, and
loan types. Data were collected by the researcher in Tambon Talat Yai,
and Tambon Talat Nua of Amphoe Muang Changwat Phuket, Five Informants,
selected according to a set criterion, were used in the data collecting
process. A total of 1,239 Chinese loanwords from the Fukienese dialect
were found in the current Thai dialect of Phuket. These words were classified
into 19 word classes. There were three types of word formation: compound
words; ldiom type and transliteration-onomatopoeia. In terms of word
meaning, the loanwords were found to be in three categories: those with
unchanged meaning, ehose with the slightly changed meaning, and those with
the meaning used specifically in Phuket, particularly for names of Place
and terms used in the tin mining industry. There were five types of the
Ghinese loanwords : transliteration, transliteration with the sound
slightly changed, direct translation, compound words of thai and Chinese,

and the'ounpduna words with the slightly changed tonés.
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