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Itthipong Fongsamuth. (2016). An Analysis of a National Artist: Chonlatee Tharnthong. Master
Thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School. Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Assoc .Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat

The main aim of this research is to study Chonlatee Thanthong, a national artist. The
purpose of this research is to study his biography, music and an analysis of his songs in terms
of the music and the lyrics. The data was collected from a combination of documents and
interviews.The results revealed the following:

1. The birth name of Chonlatee Thangthong was Somnuek Thongma. He was born
on December 31,1937 at Baantom Thambon Srasiliam Phanatnihom in the Chonburidistrict.
He grew up poor and lived with his aunt and grandparents. He graduated from high school
and then had a number of different jobs, including being a boxer, and after that he became a
singer and a composer.In terms of his personality, Chonlatee Thanthong has been described
as an impatient,sincere tender-hearted, and upright person. He studied piano at Bangkok
Music School with Suthin Thesarak and was recognized as a major composer of his
generation by his music teachers. He was influenced by the composer, Samneing
Muangthong. He married Mrs.Sasiwimol Thongma, who was teaching at the time at the
Verasil School at Tambon Thamuang, Thamuang District in Kanchanaburi. They currently
reside at Baan Thamuang in Kanchanaburi.

2. Each piece of music correlated with A1, A2 and A3 are natural and repetitious.
One variation is that he used B1 in 6 songsand in another he used the form of A1 B1 B2 to
evoke the antecedent and consequence. The start of the tune incorporated anacrusis and
thesis. In terms of musical phrases, most of his pieces used a pentatonic scale. It was found
that the most commonly used techniques included retrograde, variation, pedal note, passing
note and neighboring note.

3. Chonlatee Thanthong matched the musical form with the lyrics, which were in the
form of a poem. He also used adjustment tone marks,the suitability of songs and the use of

the Thai language in the same way.
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