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AN ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL REFLECTION IN SUNTHORNPHU'S NIRAS

AN- ABSTRACT
BY
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Nijnirun Chaemsomboon. ( 2003 ). An Analysis of Social Reflection in Sunthornphu’s
Niras. Master Project, M.Ed. ( Thai ). Bangkok : Graduate School. Srinakharinwirot University. Project

Advisor : Dr.Umphon Sukhasam.

The purpose of this study is to analyse the reflective images of the Thai society
presented in the seven stories if the literature written by Sunthonphu in 5 aspects. They
are the reflective images concerning the King, the religion and belief, arts, people's life-
ways, and, the nature.

These 5 apects were analysed through the researches of documents and
descriptive analyses, and the results could be summarized and presented below.

The image about the King : it was found that noble-men and people paid their
most respect to the King as the dead or the live since the King had the authority to be
able to make them prosper with luck, dignity, and admiration. Moreover, it was found
that the King was the religion patranage, maintained the Buddhism. These could be
seen from the constructions of churches, cathedrals, temples and Buddha's image that
well reflected the prosporous of the Buddhism at the beginning of Ratanakosin Period.

The image about the religion and belief : it was found that in that period,
Buddhism was the main religion of people. The people had very much faith to it. They
also followed the Buddha’s teachings or Dhama in their daily life, for example, making
merit and virtue, travelling to temples to pay homage to Buddha's image. Concerning
the belief, it was found that the people at the beginning of Ratanakosin Period believed
in what they had done and accuitism, sacred things, gods or goddess, wood nymohs,
spirits, as well as, good and bad luck.

The image about arts : it was found that the arts reflected at the beginning of
Ratanakosin Period were temples, cathedrals and statues that were built and sculptured
dantastically and exquisitely.

The image about the people’s lifeways : it was found that the people’s lifeways
reflected in the society were dressing, food and feeding, occupations, transportation,
performances, and entertainment.

The image about the nature : it was found that the nature at the beginning of
Ratanakosin Period were plenty of various animals and plants, for example, the nature

of living things in water, on land, in wild ; as well as the plants in the nature, sush as,



various trees that were extracted by human beings to make medicines for curing people

who were sick.
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