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This thesis studies four major problems:

1, The general state of inlend communications prior 7

to development,

2, The significant factors which influenced the

planning and development of imnland communicataions,

3. Policy and the processcs of 1ts implementation.

4, The problems, solutions and results of the

development of ainland communications.

In this study, the wraitcr presents facts and analyzes
all available data from official documents, both publaished

and unpublished, duraing the heign of Xing Chulalongkorn.
The major conclusions are as follows:-

The state of communications throughout the country
before the develeopment was full of obstacles ond was
time-consumiing, except communications by water-ways
between Bangkok and aits surrcunding provinces, which was
in any case only seasonally cgnvenlent. Communications
in remcte areas was not conveﬂ;ent. Duraing the reign of
King Chulaleongkorn, the internal and external situation of
the country chonged as & result of powerful threats from
western countries., The government had therefore to reform
the country )s administration by centralizing the government

an order to control the outlyang parts of the country., At

the same time, a new export-oriented economic system arose.



The changes i1n the form of government and the economy
needed fast steady and convenient all~year-round communica-—
ti1ons system, as a result of which the government had to
improve inland communications, notably the railways from
Bangkok to the other poarts of the country, and the roads
within Bangkok 1tself. These new modes of transport made
communications from place to place within the country more
convenient., In the development of inland communications,
rairlways, highways, feeder-roads, tramways, the government
confronted many problems, such as, the shortage of person@ﬁfy
finance and eguapnents. Nevertheless, it succceded in
creating an inland communications system as a means of
strengthening closer relationships between the capital

and the other parts of the country for the fairst time ain

Thai history.
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AT 7
— e e e, Trampy ]
,' Bangkolem ' Samscn
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period 2447 to 2456 (1904-5 to 1913-14)
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